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Abstract

The ability to speak is an important part of every body’s language
proficiency. This ability plays an important role in the academic life of
students. But scoring and assessing speaking is not easy. In this research, we
try to study the validity of Ferdowsi University’s Persian proficiency test.
We know that every test has a certain amount of error; but in scoring speaking
ability if the scoring rubric is designed in a scientific way, the score attributed to
the speakers' speech ability is likely to be very similar to their actual language
ability. In other words, the appropriate scoring rubric can have a significant
effect on reducing the error rate of the test. In norm-reference tests, this can be
achieved only when test designers can say what scoring constructs they intend to
measure and how successful they are in achieving that goal. Also, it should be
clear whether the scoring scale can distinguish weak, medium, and strong test
takers. On the other hand, in applying the scoring rubric , the level of consensus
of the scorers should be clear. In order to see how successful is the scoring
rubric in Ferdowsi Persian proficiency test, in measuring the test taker’s
speaking ability, the authors analyzed the result of one of the proficiency
tests administered at Ferdowsi University with Rasch model and factor
analysis. The result showed that scorer reliability is 0.97 which is so high. It
showed that scorers have the same understanding of the scoring rubric. This
means that the scorers have given the test takers a relatively stable score,
which is a strong point for the test. Also, the scores have used the scoring
rubric properly because the cut score goes up in an organized way as the
ability of test-takers increase. Each of the four thresholds obtained by the
Rash statistical model differs by approximately 5 degrees, respectively. A
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regular increase in thresholds is commensurate with the ability of the test
takers. This indicates a correct understanding of the scorers of the 5 grades
specified in the scoring rubric; in other words, scorers have a good
understanding of the level of competence of test takers and its relationship
with the grades in the scoring rubric. The Wright map shoes that the scoring
rubric can differentiate basic, intermediate and advanced test-takers well.
Although on the top of the map there are 8 test-takers which there is no score
for them that means the needs some higher scores for them. On the other
hand, factor load for three constructs, delivery, language use and topic
development are 0.74, 0.78 and 0.76. This shows that dividing speaking
ability into these three constructs is proper while language use has the
highest factor load and topic development has the lowest factor load.

Keywords: Language assessment, Speaking skill, Scoring rubric, Rasch,
Factor analysis, Ferdowsi Persian proficiency test, Validity.
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(Xi, Higgins, Zechner & Williamson, 2008: 29 cited in Hughes, 2011: 99)
Figure 3: The constructs of speaking scoring rubric in TOEF
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Table 1: Toefl’s speaking scoring rubric for independent task
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Table 2: Participnts in Persian proficiency test
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Table 3: The administration process in the speaking part of Persian proficiency test
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Table 4: Speaking skills scale statistics
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Figure 5: Confirmatory factor analysis for speaking test
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Table S: The estimation of the meaningfulness of the speaking test’s parameters
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Table 6: The goodness of fit in the speaking test’s confirmatory factor analysis
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