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Absterct

Conceptual blending is a creative application to explain concepts that go beyond
simply combining structures and raw data. The present article tries to examine its
effectiveness in news headlines of newspapers in different genres by referring to the
theory of conceptual blending. For this purpose, 1000 news headlines from the
Donyaye Eghtesad newspaper in the economic genre, 1000 news headlines from the
Ebtekar newspaper in the political genre, as well as 1000 headlines from the Hadaf
Varzeshi newspaper have been examined. The headlines with conceptual blending
were identified in them and also their type and number were explained and drawn by
drawing a grid. Out of 1000 news headlines examined in each genre, 240 in the
economic genre, 160 in the political headline and 80 in the sports headline are in line
with the theory of blending. According to the results, it seems that due to the
intertwining of people's daily lives with the economy, the use of blending in the
economic genre is more than the other two genres, and among the blending types, the
single-scope type has a higher frequency than the other types in all three genres.
Double-scope type blending has been observed due to its more complex structure than
the lower frequency single-scope blending. It was also found that simple type blending
has very low frequencies in all three genres. In the study of news headlines, due to the
association-orientation mechanism of the type of mirrors, there are very few of them in
each genre.
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1. Introduction

Fauconnier and Turner (1998) elaborated Conceptual Blending Theory by
using the theories of conceptual metaphor and mental space as tools to show
the imaginative nature of conceptualization. They believe that the role of
imagination in the meaning-making process, especially the creative aspects of
meaning-making, is undeniable. In this way, it can be said that the news
headline is one of the categories that creativity in creating meaning is one of
its characteristics due to its specific coordinates, and perhaps it can be
considered that the theory of conceptual blending can be a suitable platform
for imagination and expression of this creativity. In this research, how this
concept works as an efficient theory in analyzing linguistic data and
explaining the emerging meaning in it is discussed. To achieve this goal, the
authors intend to describe and analyze the news headlines of economic,
political, and sports newspapers as popular topics based on the Conceptual
Blending Theory to determine which genre has the least and most use of
conceptual blending in the headlines. What is the reason for this little and
increasing use of blending in making titles? Also, the comparison of the types
of conceptual blending, the frequency of their occurrence, and the reason for
the existence of different frequencies of these types in the studied genres will
be discussed by presenting sufficient examples.

2. Literature Review

Fauconie and Turner proposed the theory of conceptual blending in 1998, and
in 2002, they fully introduced this theory in the book The Way We Think.
Other linguists and researchers presented research in linguistic and non-
linguistic conceptualization of this theory. Coulson et al. (2000) studied the
basics of conceptual blending as a theory for constructing meaning online and
examined this theory from the perspective of linguistics, psychology,
computer science, and neurobiology. Grady and Coulson (1999) introduced
the mechanism of two theories of conceptual metaphor and conceptual
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blending. They also listed the similarities and differences of these two
theories. Hedblom et al. (2016) state that image schemas are considered as
fundamental cognitive patterns and the combination of two theories of
conceptual blending and image schemas has a significant impact on creative
thinking in humans. In the Persian language, researchers have examined the
data of this language in the field of conceptual blending, including Sadeghi
(2012) in his article entitled "Integration of writing and image in literary texts
based on the theory of conceptual blending” and how meaning is formed in
literary works. Pardel et al. (2016) in their article, which was published in the
Journal of Language Inquiry, discussed how the author and the reader produce
and understand emergent meanings in the white poem from the perspective of
conceptual blending. In his analytical and descriptive review of a poem by
Groos Abdulmalikian, he has shown that this theory is well suited to the
cognitive description and explanation of how to create and read poetry.

3. Methodology

In this research, a total of 3000 economic, political, and sports titles from the
newspapers of the world of economy, initiative, and sports purpose were
analyzed in the summer and autumn of 2016. Of these, 240 economic titles, 160
political titles, and 80 sports titles have blended and can be described and
analyzed with the Conceptual Blending Theory. After determining the presence
of blending in the titles of each genre, the researchers investigated the type of
blending in each title and after that, they examined the frequency of occurrence
of each type to determine which is the most type of blending used in the titles
and the reason for the high frequency of that type. Also, in order to be clearer
and better understand the mechanism of this theory, we chose one title from
each type of blending in each genre and then explained how the blending was
formed. After explaining each title, we have drawn the networks related to them
along with interstitial mappings.
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4. Results and Conclusion

Newspaper titles in the economic genre have the highest frequency of
conceptual blending compared to the political and sports genres. The reason
for this should be considered in the wide range of the audience of this genre,
as we know that the economy is one of the main pillars of society and is tied to
people's livelihood and covers a huge part of our daily life, so it can be said
that readers with interest, follow economic issues and are understandable to
the general public. Another reason is that in the last decade, we have witnessed
more instability in the field of economy, which provides a suitable platform
for journalists to create creative titles, and journalists encourage the reader to
read and follow economic issues by using blending.

In the political genre, there is less conceptual blending observed in the
construction of titles compared to the economic genre. The reason for this can
be found in the fact that political issues involve different individuals, parties,
and factions. Journalists, to maintain job security, have limitations in using
conceptual blending in title construction, which may include more figurative
meaning, and prefer to use clearer titles to prevent multiple interpretations.
Another reason is that political subjects require more explicitness in speech,
and journalists prefer to prioritize transparency. Perhaps the use of conceptual
blending in titles may distract the reader's mind from the main message, so
they try to construct titles with fewer conceptual blendings.

In the analysis of data, sports genre titles have the least amount of
conceptual blending. This can be attributed to the relative clarity of sports
events, which do not provide much room for interpretation and critique.
Additionally, a sports news article focuses more on reporting the news or
presenting the outcome of a sports event, and the audience, which consists of a
narrower spectrum, is mostly interested in the results of the competition rather
than the details. They can even get informed about the results through other
media outlets. Therefore, the sports genre includes fewer audiences compared
to the political and economic genres, where the audience seeks interpretation
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and analysis of the news by experts.

Conceptual blending of the single-scope type has the highest frequency in
all three genres because one of the rules that journalists consider for writing
proper headlines is the quadrilateral rule, which includes factors such as
relevance, simplicity, clarity, and attractiveness. It seems that single-scope
blending has all four factors of this rule, so the writer, through creative
headline construction, aims not only to convey information but also to
highlight the headline and attract the reader to follow the article. Since single-
scope blending only involves one of the inputs in shaping the blending, and
that input is represented in the form of a concrete domain and has physical
characteristics, it is easier for the reader to understand. Single-scope blending
does not have the simplicity of simple blending type that only focuses on
conveying information and does not have the complexity of double-scope
blending type. Therefore, this type of blending has the highest frequency.
Double-scope conceptual blending has a very low frequency in the headlines
of all three genres. This type of blending has the highest creativity and
complexity. Since both inputs play a role in shaping the blending, i.e., both the
concrete or experiential domain and the abstract domain, as well as the
emergent meaning that arises in the blending space, it makes the headline
more complex and harder to understand, and perhaps analyzing it is beyond
the patience of the reader. Therefore, journalists prefer to use this type of
blending less.

According to the tables, simple concept blending has very few frequency of
occurrence in news headlines. This low frequency is due to the structure of
this type of blending, which includes two forms of role and value. Often in
news headlines because journalists assume that the reader is aware of the roles
and values of the people who are at the top of political, economic, and sports
affairs, there is no need to mention both formats in the headline. Pay attention
to these news headlines: a. All the president's men (in this news title, only the
role format is mentioned); b) Biden's plan for regional partners (in this news
headline, only the value format is mentioned). Observing these titles is proof
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of the claim that in many titles either the role format or the value format is
used. The conceptual blending of the mirror type has rarely been observed in
the titles.
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Figure 1
The Conceptual Metaphor Model of the News Headline “ The Second Disease of
Iran’s Economy “
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Figure 2
Conceptual Blending Network:” Surgeon As a Butcher”
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Figure 3
The conceptual blending of the news headline “production coming out the hibernation”
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Figure 4
The Conceptual Blending of the News Headline “ First Vice President Eshagh
Jahangiri”

dabe s da la pSas yu ) 2 la Culy, Y
R oy po lalih Sas wale 3 9n 4 (Sl Tase 8sa 5l il o Kiael ol Lo
A58 99 5 Sl suolic 5 ol oo Sse olacalls slaigye su Gl selie e .l
G aoln OISOk pen S o alaol 1 sl Al 5 wisd o S83el lad ol

OuS (Sl ol 9 aiS co (Sawily (lush Glsie ol Ho sola Lo 4S wlead s S8l


http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/LRR.14.6.2
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1401.0.0.101.3
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-51895-en.html

[ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2025-07-17 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1401.0.0.101.3 ]

[ DOI: 10.29252/LRR.14.6.2 ]

fo

H’E ‘;a_”w‘_,{';g.o/’@,bc“yb’ J!jL(aA_;é.fa.@rv ey

2 S

padalag,s Jal slazg s

(il

el o s AT il .
il alaazil jlzsls 4_/\// \\ 2\ \ aie
N e

)

podetpuny s

W2 e s
-3 cald 5l il gl

drleys irin paz

Gl sl

(ale yos O sl 8ee oy (s a Glsie (Siael K050 Jsid

Figure 5
The Conceptual Blending of News Headline ““ The Fund-Raising Rumble Stripes

ayla ol Yo ¥
anile H¥o casd (K3l ol ool @LaTBh 5 (oban slasgys go Jola  SSasal ol


http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/LRR.14.6.2
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1401.0.0.101.3
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-51895-en.html

[ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2025-07-17 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1401.0.0.101.3 ]

[ DOI: 10.29252/LRR.14.6.2 ]

L"E 1Eo¥ i) g pogy VA gl) T i jlacd V£ 505 S sl s G

2 S

O3l s ool s o] QIS wt; el (Kuulh (YU ana aa HYo cald o ol s sl
Sl wile 5 ol (oo mad Glusd ol ol LIS Cla JA S slad wile o
pa DY LIS glaciasd g o (Ja GaS 5 L Olia 45 shilen 5 )l gub) sae b
sbas 8BS e o cand Glags cleds Wigd o dalse SLEL bl L sB S cne o
Ol Gl s s ge Slasay S5l (a8l GBOL) 51 SRl (pa55) SYs Sl s e (pnlay

el (5“".)\9'3\9"‘ &J.AJ‘ 5&&4.@/“« |

e gl

gt
Pt oty s = ol

5 e Ve e o *oshoa 5o a5
pehe S oL \/
AWl ls caSat, g8 Y Pt
IR ERRPLY. o
%ﬁdﬂggﬁé‘_&ﬁUdW [ T N o
/ } )&.ﬂ: scrs Kaa3

Senf s e
- = \-_;u;thf'..a
¥
ala ol
e il
6'33 =
Gib glad

@ols ol LYoy sed Glose (Sidsel Kok # JSd
Figure 6
The Conceptual Blending of News Headline “The Dollar Has a Bubble”
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The Conceptual Blending of News Headline “The Consequences of Barezani’s
Resignation from the Presidency of Kurdestan Region”
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Figure 8
The Conceptual Blending of News Headline “The Saudis Reap Losses”
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Figure 10
The Conceptual Blending of News Headline “Iran, The Governor of Farang”
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Figure 11
The Conceptual Blending of News Headline “7he Saga of Melbourne Syrians”
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Figure 12

The Conceptual Blending of News Headline “Naft Team, Refugees Camp »56
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18. symbolic units
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20. embodied
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22. metonymy
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26. Johnson,M.
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