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Abstract

This paper attempts to explain the relationship between the imperative paradigm and
the system of tense, aspect, and modality in Kurdish. This study employs the
theoretical framework proposed by Aikhenvald and Dixon (2017). Additionally, the
data were collected by interviewing Kurdish informants. The results indicate that the
imperative paradigm in Kurdish is based on three imperative constructions, and four
imperative strategies are also used to convey directive meanings. The results also show
that the imperative constructions have different syntactic behaviors in different
temporal zones of the tense system. The imperative constructions mainly combine with
verbs that have a positive dynamic aspectual feature; however, these constructions
transform these verbs during the process of coercion and highlight only the preparatory
phases of the verbs. Consequently, these constructions combine easily with ingressive
verbal operators because they represent only the preparatory phases of the actions.
However, the imperative constructions do not combine with imperfective operators as
they highlight the middle phases of the events. Furthermore, the imperative
constructions do not host perfective aspectual operators due to semantic incongruity
between them. Finally, the results show that the imperative constructions and
strategies lack a rich eventual semantic layer and appear mainly as expressive speech
acts.
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1. Introduction

The tripartite system of tense, aspect, and mood constructs the
composite eventual and modal structure of a sentence. However, this
composite system manifests differently in various sentential types such
as declarative, interrogative, and imperative. Although the interaction of
these three subsystems has been extensively studied in declarative
sentences, they have not been adequately explored in imperative
constructions. Given the highly particular and idiosyncratic syntactic
and semantic behavior of imperatives, it is crucial to study these
subsystems and their interactions within imperative sentences. This
paper aims to examine these subsystems and their interactions within
the imperative paradigm, employing the theoretical framework
proposed by Aikhenvald and Dixon (2017). Thus, it studies tense,
aspect, and modality in canonical and non-canonical imperative
constructions in Kurdish.

2. Literature Review

Imperative constructions have not been extensively investigated in
Iranian languages in general, and Kurdish in particular. Most traditional
grammatical sources in Kurdish adopt a prescriptive approach,
primarily focusing on declarative and interrogative constructions and
largely ignoring imperatives (IKSA 1976, 1985; Nabaz 1976; Mahvi
2011). No research to date has investigated tense, aspect, and modality
in imperative constructions. However, Veisi Hasar (2021) studied
imperative constructions in Kurdish, identifying two imperative
constructions and four imperative strategies. Yet, he does not explore
aspect, modality, and tense within these structures.
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3. Methodology

The theoretical approach used in this study is based on the work of
Aikhenvald and Dixon (2017) and the typological approach of Van der
Auwera et al. (2005). Aikhenvald and Dixon (2017) categorize
imperative constructions into canonical and non-canonical types. The
canonical construction refers to the imperative for the second person
singular subject. According to them, any structure derived from and
matching the canonical construction can be considered an imperative
construction. However, a non-canonical imperative, whose primary
function is to express a directive function but structurally differs from
the canonical construction, should be in complementary distribution
with the canonical ones. If a directive structure is not structurally
related to the canonical construction and is not in complementary
distribution with it, it is not an imperative construction but an
imperative strategy. In addition, based on the typological framework
presented by Van der Auwera et al. (2005), we explain the imperative
paradigm in Kurdish. This model illustrates different imperative
paradigms as follows:

- a. The language has a maximal system, but not a minimal one.
- b. The language has a minimal system, but not a maximal one.
- ¢. The language has both a maximal and a minimal system.

- d. The language has neither a maximal nor a minimal system.

4. Findings

By analyzing the data, it is revealed that the Kurdish language has
three imperative constructions and four imperative strategies. The
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second person singular imperative is formed by a special inflectional
ending, an omitted subject, and a subjunctive mood indicated by the
prefix -ba. The second person plural imperative uses a deleted subject
and the prefix -bs, but lacks a special verbal ending. Imperative
constructions for other person-number categories (first, third, singular,
and plural) use a specific imperative operator ba and the prefix -ba.
These three constructions form the imperative paradigm in Kurdish.
Additionally, four strategies are used to express commands and
directive meanings, which are not syntactically imperative. These
constructions are based on the verbs heston (let), 7o?in (going), and
hatan (come), each possessing distinct grammatical attributes and used
in various contexts.

Regarding the interaction between imperatives and tense, imperative
constructions are mainly bound to the present tense and do not appear in
other tenses. Interestingly, even the imperative strategies are primarily
limited to the present tense and do not convey commands in other
tenses. Only the second person singular imperative can appear in the
future tense, in contrast to other categories, and takes a different
inflectional ending.

Imperative constructions predominantly combine verbs that have a
dynamic aspectual feature. However, through coercion, they highlight
only the preparatory phase of these verbs. Static verbs within this
construct are marked. Dynamic verbs in an imperative structure
undergo coercion, and only their preparatory phases are highlighted in
the imperative construct. Regarding grammatical aspects, imperative
verbs do not combine with imperfective (progressive) verbs, as they do
not profile the middle phases indicated by the progressive operators.
Instead, they combine with ingressive operators, as both highlight the
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preparatory phases of the verbs. Additionally, imperative constructions
do not combine perfective verbs due to semantic incompatibility. The
perfective operator refers to a bounded process, while imperative
constructs do not profile the ending limitation of the verbs.
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L Slee ool Sil-giaila-g/ 03\ /1L Slee Guun—gle Goa Sil-Cidlea/(aY

ﬁi&#‘)&lﬁ)//ﬁigm‘d@udd‘)w
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cale Ho Fdaly 0 @b cule Laddie b (guse opliie olids G cala (ol o
gaa B plae Blad 4 (14 JUls) (Jsad e 5 Gl Jladl oS53 Lol s gl o 5all3 (550
G dro s alla s 43, o 5 gl Gline db g ye cdln 5o e Cpl o ol Ll
aiieaa 500 54dilie Sudd el slasal, b S8l slas sa S 3 Lol oS e upa

70.Ba Ba-fon mataka saz ba-k-an.

L Slae 3il-38 -/ (aY Gla-pe a5l o S/ (B

Sk |y LA 05 g s

71. Ba Ba-fo-yn la haws$a pyasa ba-ka-yn.

L Slac al 58l (38 -2/ (oY Lo bl suly 5300 Sg/ oY

ps g8 bl 5o a9

72. Ba Ba-foyn kaya-ka ba-ba-ynawan.** ba baf-oyn be-tars-in.**

~el B @3l S Gl 8 1L Klae Sl G/ GBY Sk Gases g/ b
L Slae yll-gyis,

paom 1 6Ob ae s [an i a5

73. Ba Ba-fom ba-ko-kem*** B3 Ba-fom chaw baquche-nam.

L Slee 5l 038 mal (5Y Sl o/ Ghiei) b (38— a/ 0B addia (s [/ U3

S e a9 padia a0

74.Ba Ba-fo-yn ryazi baza-nin**. Ba Ba-fom hasan-man xoS bu-we s

b Sl g/ (5N /6 Slae (38 57/ (B Grn—le (B A Sl lalea/ BT
L Slee 330038 -/ (o)

il ol p Bl mson pedil Bl Cango 1) e w55
S5 3 (VY) 50 sbiams 3 (VE) Bl Jladl o) e 558 cslalie 3) oS 5 Silen
L cdlo onl 48 col ol ol ol s oiiens SIilis o 558, Jad 5 e (50l 9 ual, b
abad 50 by IS Qo aladl (gl 1) glabad (ijua g sal)l oo (38, (Soa Jad 5 oSS
b 5 sl Sl Lasu ol Gua Bawl 5 Al Jladl oS il ooy 080 oo oLES

ol SSo Al go 4 delsl Lo Jla il gl sl Cpl b (plas puilaS aiiius
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75.Wara ?aw mata ba-kar-a.
Lo oF i Sl ga A () of GBY
ook ol L
76. Wara la hawsa pyasa ba-ka-yn.
Lo oo bl suly 5300 S—¢/8)
S (g 900k bla Ho by
77. Wara kaya-ka ba-ba-y-nawa.
L 5o ploal-0u ot
aom okl
78. Wara Ba ba-ko-kin.
Lo b Slae 5048 g/ U5
S e 5 L
79.Wara ryazi baza-nin*.
L el Sl il g Y
il ol ool by
80.Wara hasan-man kho$ buwe*.
Ly Gua—gle Ghsa Sill-cadla-al (BT
il Gl S o | s B Lo
sl 6 ol oo Lanad b olite Jlil b U slacale Gl 50 cilu ol
Wolabg slaslaa ; b plae GuilaS (g el calos aS el ol ol ol Julo ia s o S 5
G 5ol gline 5 805 Hlilis olaas Gaw) Jladl b 50 calu opl pbias S5 Ll

i oo (SIE51 5 0 plsl b 1) SIS ca bl S 5 culgi e aS

81.Beta mata-ka saz ba-ka-t.

OIS Gla e il g S o/ GBY
ol 1y Gla 1K

82. Beta la hawsa pyasa ba-ka-yn.
s S0 balaa sulyy 5300 S/ B
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,%5 [CXN) °-‘L3:) bla o .)‘K.‘

83. Beta kaya-ka ba-ba-y-nawa.
s 65k e Sl G a

aom 90 6ok Ll

84. Beta ba-ko-kin.

NS Sl e/ B

Sy 1S

85. Beta ryazi ba-za-nin.*

M paloy S sl g/ G5

el sl b5 IS

86. Beta hasan-man kho$ buwe.**
s Grnmgle Ghsd Sl gilap/ Y

f;:uj'.n‘.\ Gdls LIV “) JEYTEN ‘)‘ﬁ;

59 Lol el LIl Baae al)loe 5 bspoue Gl JWadl b oS5 Lu 5w ealu ol
s 53 4 s Ll L gy catte Jladl L S 53
Sl (S5 et Olsien oba bavad SlSoss sluay o wb culgos
Oboae S sl slassualy 5 sl slacalu ald Ho msiln ool cala Ho (a5
Lol (ol Lad 5o 380 go 5 o8l (5 yol caiioun ol gy oo Lomnad b Lol 3liitie
Jmns ™ Jran3 sl 3 0ol 0 g oo i 5o alad ;T (Slosia 51 5 suid Blas by (S3as
5 6o alla 5o 1y 55 Uaa Jle s el Jladl gusad cuale 5y sl male 550
S e DS Lo (54!
87.Mat saz da-kat.
Sl iale pail-(oa) of O5Y
ol e Sla
88.Ba Mat saz ba-kat.
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L Slee iali 5l (al) of 5Y
ok Gla

Joe sbisy 5 (Ple Jaloe ddan 5 Gils (obsy alad AV JBe pu Sis Lo (B8a5 Jad
5 2bs cuale sud el (g0l walos o Jad (ol 5 sehs Lol Ll 80 S a5 | (ia L
6oL (Flole 5B sl cllga (Sleale 50 5 was 4 Jae JS 5 oad Blas Slie Jalse
Lsd‘_,‘)éL;.l‘L:s“)JJ&d)éd;ﬁ&g“)d\g‘émgfwJo&&i‘)ﬁj‘}_;ﬁm“;.}‘.ci
Sam o bsie Jae g 0a s synesalol 3 550l Sl sy 0K o sulel Jae alasl sl
il Bt 3ias 5 5ia Jal e 5 00 S dhum s |y 3loalio Al o 30 il 5l 13 cctcal ol
S Goas sl wdlis 5o Jladl (a8lEs cunis 5 131 o5l oo (B (Jae sbsy il )
LT b s Sloe Jalie (Pl pane € bl coual b sy Jlad) Glie calin ol 4S
)l oo Goun 1 (Sobel 56 Jalye 80 S a1,

JolS 5 0adl (o) s slas s b (s 5el slausual; 5 Lacal (S 55 a4 4elul o
1) el JolS 0 pad S8 sules BB lo)y (598 58wl Glo € G Silaa il oo
da-, wile) Lislite sl Slae b (a3l o sad Lol (\YR0 (l,San 5 sdad YRS (auss
ol gaelsd Glaa ol oo JolS 5 gad OL Ho s o salls o sliie slagle)y s (kharik
G ) BaX ) Hu ol Al g8l g Huaols w8 GEXR Gl gl € @8 S Ll
ol Ol St S5 s sl Slae L 4l Ko gt b 5alls Lol (JalS 5 ga b o5
Sk o (Sle Ualre aladl 32503 Cinen 5 Jla lo) 4 soel (Sl «S aas o olaS
© ool il Lulaal 4S5 53 go 0l 0 ke s od 55158 Gl 5 as 4 (seigpladl) Joe
230 15 JolS ped dan s gt

J ole) 5 W sy Gl aa s oo da- (gl aieal 8 gad 5 (550l Hlie Bl & Jls Ll
) o9 S o L) b 0 1 ole b s Llaiad sline 5 sad 4ilal Jladl 4 b€
Ol S S G Silen i o 1) s oel slausaaly 5 Lacali b Slae ool S35 51 oladlie
bl (gl ail Slae ol b s 50l (slas al; s Lacalo Sl alaS maa 0 g oo by, e

ol S 3
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89.ba-da-nus-a.*

S g R i Y

ORI

90.ba-da-nus-an.*

Sl aial i g/ GBY

e o

91.ba ba-da-nus-e.*

b Slae S pleak i i of Y

e 93 oas B 510

92. (ba) ba-foyn darsaka-man da-ba-nus-in.*

L Slae 5l- 38 5=/ U5\ Guoa— e Ole Sill-aleuk- (i i/ U5

e oo | o0 pase

93.Wara b-i-da-kaf-a.*

Lo SillaiiskGassa-a/ (Y

oA ol

94.Befa b-i-da-san-in.*

BIN R N R T

o 1 ol UK
oSl Gl ol dan gl paied Slae b oS53 4 LLa gyl Jladl 4l o wilis
185 lanls Slae ol L 130 iyl 55081 Ly 5 oo Jla Lo Jae o 0 sl an
5 S pe 5Ll Laslaa 5 sbse 5 ilie Jalye € (sl saioal Slae Gl asils o 4S € Silen
el Jladl ol 130 el st B8 (g0l walis 5o Laslad ) ol sbiss 5 Sbe Jalse Gsa
Jian3 aisl 58 a3 Bles wisls sbss (S5 4 sl 135,10 1 Slee ol b €5 enlls

80 o ceens Sy 9sd b cuale (5 yel cali o

slassual, s Lealu 3 A b aS cul oS Lo (xarik) ¢ Koo gl aial Sl Ll
33155 0 da (5l paiesl 5 gad aile Y o) o ,ls @ slite calils gu Klae ol o sl oo S 53 (550!
W5l a1 Jae Sy (Sloaie 5 L aSl by 5 cann gl | vlaa, S Sl Jalse
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SU g eoala Glas 1 wlad, cp3leT 5 5 500 SIS a g sliae so Shee Lol &€ (S 5em Lo
L gobas Slae ool adla ol 5ol gl wala 5o 5 seb el 35S0 sasuli 1 Sl
I Slae ol st el mala 5o laslidy sbss 5 Sl Jalye Sudio sSpus cuale
caale b (Y0 Sl uilas (Solel 56 coale usl M3lel Slugail Slee ol 5
Sl o SIS 5 o0 ss Jae (Slesie Jal so 40 b gie g0 58 4Sa w)ls (el Bl St 5
AN

95.xarik-i nusin (ba)-ba// xarik ba nusin (ba)-ba.

Jorde—aalal ik o 53l Gilb-a/ (BY /] saie 4 Gl Sl ab—a/ (Y

OBl (R 4 J shdiee

96.xarik-i nusin ban// xarik ban ba-nus-an.

Jsrdiomidlal i o o GBY //J sadie 0l 33038 o/ GBY

el g J shdie

97.ba xarik-i nusin (ba)-bin.

L Slee Jgaieadlal 3l ab-g/ o)

el i gh sl

98.(ba) ba-foyn xariki darsa-ka-man ba-bin.

L Slee 3il-38 5 J sadieBls) o yupe—ole Silbp0 s/ G2

pails Glac o Jsdio pa g

99.Wara xarik-i nusin-ak-at ba-ba.

L Jsrdo—a8lal (i g pom ol ill-a/ (5Y

(OBl co s Ly

100. Beta xariki sanden-aka-y ba-bet.

Je Jsrde—dlal jusa- e il il G0 gemaf AT

A (b A J sidie 5l
ol S5 bl 5 s, e olel wsa b 550l slassaly 5 sl slacalu ala

aged o Sha wiyls |y ol g Ol 08l vgad b S5 SUIS (s 0] slacals 13

Yy
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coale b 5 ool sud s 5 (Solel Aajo B3 5 sl g9 Lsy Joe S50 s3le]
el S st (R3S (50l slset
L oS5 L0 (JelS Gl 5 Jol€ s o) Sl JalS sla Slae 0 waas o3lal LG Lo
il ls (glo Ll 30 (5 el (slauyal,y 5 Lsal
101. Ba-nusa/ Nus-i-be-tawa/ nus-i-bu-be-tat.
—(»0l) Y [iagm i e JelSa/ GBY [ Ad s o s JalS- A/ BY
Sl g
s [ ol Gl ] gl es g b 5
102. ba-nus-an/ Nus-i-be-tan-awa/ nus-i-bu-be-tan.
SAl-GRd g ] GBY G g G (9 s a8/ GBY [ (i i bk 8 ssm JelS— 1/ BT
e o [ andily il 95 [/ oty o0 5y b5
103. (ba) foys-te-betan nusi-bet-yan// (ba) foys-te-bub-an nusi-bu-bet-
yan.*
SrdgoesmJalSpla /L Slae 38 -G/ B Gl e JeS- ol
L See (38 5-Ga s/ GBY
sl b o aual il /sl s sl Gl
104. Hata-be-ton kaf-i bet-tan// hat-bu-be-tan kaf-i bu-bet-tan.*
—b) JolSg/ Y [ et iV u s JelS g/ BT sam bl (8 s JelS g/ Y
oo =g/ GBY=JalS—¢/ GBY A
caadl suasA aenl sl //uadls swssa ausls su s sasl
105. HeStbe-tan nus-i-bet-ti// HeSte-bu-be-tan nus-i-bu-bet-yan*.
—obhdalSa/BY AAIS- o JelS-p/ BY il g b s JelS g/ BT
ORlS- JelS- i/ (BY ik g
il it g oS wnl Gl //aial Gl 4K wal so g il
sadFine ol S oybs Llada L Kb il s el sbiae Ll ool 5 aliSiun
Sl Il gun B g 5 oline Blal s Vo0 518 Y glaglie a1 sias o
Lol iy o L 4 ol Wil €53 Sl olS Slae L aS s slacalis Lol sy 4o
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08 ol Ko 383 o0k 5 (Sl 55l o0 L oS oS ca W (g 50l (sbine aloS s
s&T Jae Hudd Fiate Blse 5,0 Ho 1, cblie wiald o oS aias o pladma GaiS
Olos sl (Al 5 el s alail 4 el T 3883 &e)y 5 =il Sow all Lol iyl
Z‘}P‘)Jqsc.\.-.u‘ol.o‘})da_a‘)._st;)o‘6@&)&[&)3@;9&9\3‘}?}“‘&3‘.@%}

ol e MlS ang

daain,
Al o aS sl v sa g0 (s 0l Waal; Hlgn 5 el L (g S o S ula L Lasaly Jala3
b @ Sagay s 9l Ole) slaSlee b S 3 Hu S Wil pals Sabalas ol
(DA sieo Blial) LB w5 Wil 4 ol Gaae lacalu ol Yl g oo LT
© s e Ol s sLasSlae b Buse WS sae dils ol ) & S 50 5 liiens
dasly 59) oy slacala ol (A Hie sl 4 Gl y el wale S Ko o)be
A< ols ol Lasals Jalad w358 oy 5o 1) Jla 5 40idS Lnly (gusaia, Sl o b
ol Shyn ol el GIE S35 ol e Sl Ll Syke Gadd ass (sa calu
(gl HBaas Ho aas s Hlas el Gl o s soliieul 33 sun] Lo el (gl il 93 oo Al
ol led sae 5 1) 053 5 &8 (b (edd a0 (slis oAl

oyl s Ly Jladl b iS5 4 bl Btae syl slacalis o€ uls (L ol (aiaes
Jladl i ls 31 A s Lo 1) cacl demdiin 5 0ol 4 bosie el 5a Ol 4Shya sl
Ol g ol il an ST Lol tiu s o Lk 45 LIl (g0l clla 5o galslpne b s L]
S Jeaa3 il e 1 Jladl b Eemsend 52l ool Lol e il (S35 b
ol ole S e el 1 lsa 59 sl dlad s K dny gt 4 ,Ses Jlail ol 131 5 0s S
208 15 Jae BEa5 Sl 5 ceu g Jae 33a3 aladl o pulie (50l Sl oS el (ol
383 sbisg anlsd g olaa,y Slie Jal e il gl o s sa se Jladl Jals (aas 4 S
Uil o gt 5 53 5 38 5ol ion] sl Shae Juls pas 45 S b laiils 1 o]
Ol oo slaay obis 4S 1y Wisd oo S 5 (ed cala A ) sl Al 5o L
0 S o Ay |y (SoloT Al ye € 55k mil sla Slae Lol onal sut e il
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o pale soel @Al oS ol s Cpas ol Gl 1 s oo S5 el oAl b S
o2 pale el Ua ye Gaas 4 50 52T sla Slae Guigen 5 ol Jae Glia 5 383
o3l an b pliae il e g La Slae ol g g0l cdlo 13 S o oLl Jae 3823
Oes il (aliae (58 HLWL 55 Sl JelS (sl Slae b (50l slacalu S ud ols oLG
S pla Slhae Gaia b ol 5 a0 13 il s0ds $8as Jae K bgio a8l5 58 sl S s
ool ol da Slae 0l b QiS55 50 Jads Gaed 40k salls wias o Glas | alas ) L
el 23E 5as Fiae ol K Sily Buee

Gl ool slacalu gusa 5 Pl GHlELL cuale 8 e Sledis (pl G a s b
aad o We 5 atals olo) ssme s B md5 aale ool w S ous Sdy,
Iy lagT so g cuale (s el slacala Sl M cuale cpl .aiiins ol y GAw Jio
ol i) (slas a3 L AT (55330 55 aue a5 9sa S sigs 40 oS aas o L 50
o) susain; cuale 4 el Sl Buae ool il aas oo olis Jol€ sla Slac b
Wolas (caadly 5 ol Glo) soad cuale Julo fpea 4 g by (LES st o 0,8 3015
o5 5 olel waad) S8 sulud, Y S8 Buae gugain, ol € ol ol oo
S e Jae S GES K o pp Bsan 500 s (5ot

ago ylaial addls lacdi oo o F
T S Sy sdle

a1 s yol 5 gy oDl

Sl el

Topite gt

EERTRIR o
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tense

mood

aspect

sentence type
sentential mood
ideational
directive

zero point of speech
point of even

10. point of reference
11. dynamic

12. duration

13.telic

14. desire

15. power

16. cost

17. obligation

18. reason

19. hortative

20. canonical

21. non-canonical

22. strategy

23.Van der Auwera
24. formal homogeneity

©o~Noa~®NE

25. maximality/minimality

el odaT i g g Doy g 4y lin DL 3 e o 3 3 go SIS 23 gl 5ol | (e Y7

27. preparatory phase
28. Coercion
29. Ingressive

c_.al;\.a A%

Blagly wlais (6908 0b) ©) oS G usied (VAVY) Gloe 0 S gale Gaall @

(3l (ele i)

wlads (S ObJ o) S s oIS S/ a0 (VAA0) (Bloe (s0S ale Geasl @

3loe ale Gl Blagls
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N oS e sl S 5 Gl oldlbe ) saedilis Hlascala ) siws Gulal 5
AY Y0

Lol 58 a8 Ol sandils uladl iS puels L u S Hleo LS (VAVY) g S8 @

(oAb ali L slagia gy 50 S (L) 53 ool wal (Ve 0 ) L Olas pmy @
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sl Ja S 5 L) olddlbs . S S ge 535 o 95 5 Gle) (VWAE) H Olan cumy @
AYEN N A g€ i

b gl a5 ginn B pwlic Jewd 31ig0 S 50 0500 .(AYA) o Glaa cany @
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