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Abstract

In the present study, the encoding of copular verbs in predicative and
locative/existential clauses in the Khalaj language is investigated within a typological
framework. Khalaj is a Turkic language spoken in several villages of Qom and
Markazi provinces in Iran. The research corpus consists of 480 sentences and two
samples of spontaneous speech. The data were drawn partly from the Khalaj materials
available in the Iran Linguistic Atlas and partly from a researcher-designed
questionnaire.The results of the data analysis indicate that Khalaj employs two
strategies for encoding copular verbs in predicative and locative/existential clauses,
namely a “split” strategy and a “shared” strategy. These strategies reflect variation in
the formal realization of copular verbs, whereby speakers use both identical and
distinct forms across different clause types. From a typological perspective, Khalaj is
an SOV (verb-final) language, and in copular constructions the predicate typically
precedes the copular element, following a predicate—copula order.
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1. Introduction

Typology, as an effective approach in dialectology and comparative
language studies, focuses on the analysis and classification of languages
based on their shared or divergent structural features, thereby enabling a
systematic and comparative examination of languages.

The present study, conducted within a descriptive-analytical framework,
examines the encoding of the copular verb in nominal and
locative/existential clauses in Khalaj language spoken in some villages of
Qom and Markazi provinces, drawing on Stassen (2009) typological
framework, with the aim of assessing and comparing the degree of
alignment or non-alignment of these clause types in Khalaj with the
findings of his study. Khalaj is considered an independent branch of the
Turkic language family. According to UNESCO Interactive Atlas of the
World’s Languages in Danger, this language is classified as endangered
language. Since the Kalaj speaking villages under investigation, located in
the aforementioned provinces, are situated in close proximity to
communities whose inhabitants speak Persian and Azeri Turkic, the Khalaj
language has been influenced by both languages. Consequently, there is a
clear need for linguistic studies on the variety of Khalaj spoken in these
villages, as it should be regarded as endangered from this prespective as
well, in addition to other contributing factors.

The primary objective of the present study is to identify the strategy or
strategies employed for encoding the copular verb in nominal and
locative/existential clauses in Khalaj, an endangered Turkic language. This
objective is puresued within a typological approach and on the basis of the
study’s theoretical framework. In addition, the study aims to examine word
order in the aforementioned clauses in Khalaj, that is, the relative ordering of
the copular verb and predicate. By conducting this research, the study not
only identifies and analyzed the encoding of the copular verb in nominal and
locative/existential clauses, but also determines the typological classification
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of this syntactic construction in khalaj in comparison with the world’s
languages, while simultaneously contributing to the documentation and
preservation of an endangered language spoken in the country.

Accordingly, the present study addresses the following two research
questions:

e With respect to the use of the copular verb in nominal and
locative/existential clauses, which of Stassen’s (2009) typological categories
namely “shared” or “split” does Khalaj belong to?

e What is the ordering of the copular verb and the predicate in nominal
and locative/existential clauses in Khalaj?

2. Literature Review

Numerous researches, working within different theoretical frameworks, have
investigated copular verbs. Te most relevant study in line with the present
research is that of Stassen (2009), which also serves as the theoretical
framework of this study. In this section, the theoretical framework is briefly
introduced. Stassen (2009) examined the encoding of copular verb in
nominal and locative/existential clauses in world’s languages. According to
him, copular verbs may not exhibit the same lexical form in these types of
clauses in the world’s languages. For this reason, he proposed two strategies,
namely “shared” and “split”. Accordingly, the relationship between nominal
and locative/existential clauses can be expressed by this parameter (Stassen,
2009, p.265, citing Stassen, 1997, pp. 131-132). Languages select one of
theses two strategies, or in some cases both. In languages that employ the
shared parameter for encoding these clauses, the same lexical form is used
for the copular verb. The sentences 1, 2 and 3 show the shared parameter in
English and 4 and 5 the split one in Japanese:

1-John is a tailor.

2- John is in Paris.
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3-There is music in the air.
4-John wa wusotuki da
J. top  liar cop

‘John is a lyer.’

S-ukue no ue ni hon ga aru
desk gen top loc book subj be.there.nonpast
‘There is a book on the desk.’

In English, the copular verb has only one lexical form, namely “be”. In
Japanese, however, the copular verb used in nominal clauses differs from that
used in locative/existential clauses. In this language, the lexical form “da”
functions as the copular verb in nominal clauses, wheras the lexical form “aru”
is employed in locative/existential clauses. Stassen (2009) also points out an
important observation: languages cannot be strictly classified as either
“shared” or “split”, since, as noted above, some languages emply both patterns
in encoding nominal and locative/existential clauses (pp. 265-267).

3. Methodology

The present study is based on a corpus comprising 480 sentences and two
free-speech texts. The data are organized into three groups. The first group
consists of nominal and locative/existential clauses that were not elicited by
the author but were extracted from existing data in the Iran Linguistic Atlas
database, a project currently being developed at the Research Institute for
Cultural Heritage and Tourism. The Khalaj Turkic data available in this
database come from two provinces, Markazi and Qom, and include linguistic
data from four Khalaj-speaking villages in Markazi province and sixteen
Khalaj-speaking villages in Qom province. The Iran Linguistic Atlas data
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were collected using a questionnaire consisting of 105 words and phrases
and 36 sentences. The second group comprises data obtained through a
questionnaire designed by the author and collected via interviews with native
speakers in the villages of Baharestan and Vasheqan in Markazi province,
and Mojan in Qom province. This questionnaire includes 80 nominal and
locative/existential clauses of declarative, interrogative, and negative types.
The third group of data consists of free-speech texts recorded and transcribed
from the village of Baharestan in Markazi province and the village on Tinuj
in Qom province. The speakers include both male and female participants
aged between 20 and 70 years. The data were transcribed using the
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

4. Results

The analysis of the data indicates that in Khalaj spoken in the villages of Qom
and Markazi provinces, both bound copular forms attached to the predicate
and independent copular forms are used. In nominal clauses, the present tense
forms /ar(i)/ or /eer(i)/ and the past tense form /(a)rti/ occur, and these forms
are inflected for person and number. The copular verb meaning “to become” is
expressed by /ol/. The negative copular form is /daqg/, which agrees with the
person and number features of the predicate and is accordingly inflected. In
addition, the copula may be omitted in the third person singular present tense.

In locative/existential clauses, in addition to the present tense form /ar(i)/
and the past tense /(a)rti/, an additional copular form /var/ is attested in the
present and /var-arti/ in the past, both of which are also inflected for person
and number. As in nominal clauses, bound copular forms may alternate with
these verbal forms. The negative forms in locative/existential clauses are /dag/
and /joq/, both of which agree with the person and number of the predicate. A
zero copular marker is observed in the third person singular, and in colloquial
speech the copula may be omitted in the present tense.
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In light of Stassen’s (2009) typological framework on copular encoding
strategies in nominal and locative/existential clauses, the results indicate that
Khalaj employs both shared and split strategies. Specifically, identical copular
forms are used across nominal and locative/existential clauses, supporting the
presence of a shared strategy. At the same time, the existence of distinct
copular forms in locative/existential clauses provides evidence for a split
strategy. Accordingly, Khalaj as spoken in the investigated regions exhibits a
mixed system in which both strategies co-occur, in line with cross-linguistic
observations that some languages combine multiple encoding strategies.

With respect to word order, the analysis shows that the predicate precedes
the copular verb in all relevant constructions. The basic order can therefore be
characterized as Predicate + Copula, which is consistent with the verb-final
(SOV) typology of Khalaj and aligns with general patterns observed in Turkic
languages.
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G ala oL Ho s ol s ple 5 (e S ge 5 sy Jad BaXK o) pee s 3l 5o

rlondy ﬁb‘ ‘P‘ JJJA 99 OHe

>la 0b) oo Aai le) o e, Jad s iY Jaa
Table 2. Past-tense conjugation of the copula in Khalaji

(o0s2) (@rti

KB )
oedd J! &®rti-m poss | @rti-q 05
el a5 arti-n ass | arti-z Lass
oad 8 g erti ass | arti-lar L s

> 0b5 sa dla Gl Ha (asy Jab e o) pa B s ¥ Jgua

Table 3. Present-tense negative conjugation of the copula in Khalaji

(Ul los Lo sy a8 e o) 5e0) dag

KBt SN
oadd ! deeq-@m s | dag-aq e
o a 93 dag-an iy | deg-iniz Sy
oedd o geu daeq-2r/daq " dag-alar s
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M H 9/ SlSe gladlaa Y -0
Jad 5 el s suaie d Jold o) wiilen 53 oy /S8 sladdes (I Gl S0
sladdan 5o g,y sladas dasals 5 S 58 5 V-0 Ghas wilaa 50 Ghas Gl o alia s,
(@) Blas 3 gl Gud Bia &g oo g Wlewdd suls Lad Hluba 1) &) s © sasay [ SIKo
Lol 5o il ald 31 gusas [ S ladlen 51 lads sab 5) sladlis canl sud suliin

.MG‘}SJAJFQOEM‘JJJJE‘JMLLAJJJA

Koo gub] 29- | mQn @njer haev-fe-rtim

(s3) e O e Wb LIS il ) e )
be-h-in-te  haev-fe-h-2m
Okl Al Sl BLAIS o milamp )

¢« . . o . L
et o8 5950l an g Bl 0 55500 e

obaaT gobd 30- | haesen hav-fe-r
(535 ) O Gla- SIS Blalsjam oy Jas-a i
‘-Ca.u-t‘ ala B ‘:).u.t;,
Oy guliT 31- | ab-embar-f& hale suv var
(3) Sl S Blalisa ssa OT y Jaima Y
< T . . 1 ?
ROV PN SR ¥ N1 v N )
okaal gabd 32- | oda bir bidic dukan var
((5"5‘)-4) EIR SJ:)-.‘ 85lae g‘“—.‘.} J‘-é_f'uz“
Coad S0 55k K T
Olase gubi] 33- | o har vora-si-ffe on dana gon bel @fffu var
() S Bl a s Gisladaaly wiw S @y O b Jaialit
ol aye 4B Sleai¥
il ol 9 sas 33 0 5 Wb S Y+ uye T A LY
okaal gabd 34- | kelas-fa xejli  danef-amuz var
(535 OIS BLla ol Sselmls gl JabmplaT
Laslaasas b olbsselomly S LY
Olase gubi] 35- | oda bir kzleme makteb var-arti
e Wl & SesS Capse Gy, Jaia aY
Cag SasS L S T
okaa gabd 36- | maekteb-fe kelas h®z var-arti
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Soo sladlie 5 adlis ool ol i, L € Gail o)y Lo Jad &g ol Lag] Lo oS aiiius
1 Sose 99 s (S ladden (gl (adn (L) Lo 4S Waag e GLES (g3 5 Sy L9
TSI IS . ¥
ailes 53 g sas /(S slatdan 5o Jla Glod 59 Wk e o gus (o Jad Bia (S35

Ol sabd 37- | o balug-fa )
(5] o By Ko Glalia  (Chsiae) oy Jai-acsY
ol gy oo o
Ola e gobT 38- | balvq meafwud-w taq 1sti-ffe @
() dacwe (Sloma (87 08 (W S Blalisa (Budan) )y Jab—p BV
Gy
C o 058 (555 2 Baugy anas’
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bl sabsT 39- | bez bi-jin bag-fa daqg-ak
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"\’:‘:‘-‘“:‘:‘ #L L3 Sl (s
Olase gubi] 40- | men haev-fe deg-&m
() o Gla Gl Blalisa e o ges sy Jaima ot
Caleas A s e
Obieasles gabd 41- | ou hav-fa h&mmam joq
(5550) ool Gl s Bl sa sl e cyge G, Jaia it
ol Ssa ples wla ol o
Obieasles gabd 42- | ollar bildir balug-fa jog-artilar
(3559) sl Jlo gy oK lals e S po— IS hay y Jad- BT
Lag,)
‘e B gy o s Jlu Lag T
Olase gubi] 43- | men enjir bazar-fa dag-artim
(x3) oo Do Wb S Blalia e o) e 4B IS ay Jad-a 5N
Caoss HIOL S8 Sas 0o

oand Jyl g s padd ol i @ ey cwe3ls sl 4 /dag/ £ 5 YA sladdes o
S 8lyaa 4 /jOq/ €Y Jle Lo ol 4l G e [JOQ/ €Y e o ol 4Giy LIS 4 uLie
DS G oud s (pea et s dilliiins Hlad 5 edd G B b S e, Y B
Sode padd J ol dwlid 5 oy, Jad B2 o) o ol jan 4 /daq/ €Y L gl 5o (ainan .l 433
S 5k oo saaliio
09 sy PSS gladlan 5o dad (pl (e p e 5 Jla Gl Lol Jad Boee el o

loads Bl ae Jgua 58 @ose 4 35S0 Ol Gl b, O el L5
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Table 4. Conjugation of the copular verb in locative/existential sentences in the present
tense in Khalaj

(3525 /S sladan o Ul o) 5o (s, Jad ) var
Ske e
et ! var-am lws | vVar-aq s
e a3 var-ej s | VaAr-ejz Ao
oA g var s | var-gller S

> 0Lo sa dla Gl b s /(SIS gladlen Hu oy Jad e o) e Bpe D Jgua
Table 5. Present-tense negative conjugation of the copula in locative and existential
constructions in Khalaj

(sasns /S sladden o s lo)y L3 sy Jad (die o) un) jOq
KB o
oadd Js | Jog-am fis | Jog-aq S
it egs | 100G i | JOG-CZ i
Gand o e joq s | jog-allar i

(il g (idloy (sliae 45 sl 5 44 /JOQ/ Sas o Siie Sy g o VAT Jad ala Ly 50

aiiend b ol aalls ) gladlie Lols v a8 50

Ol sabd 44- | o xkke kale var-erte
(3559) EI) e ORal A YaaX
ol dge ga P
bl sobT 45- | men bijejk  var-wm-erte
(&350) O K Sidlama ) - aaS
"f-’“’ IS e
Olisle sobT 46- | men hekmak jog-um- erte
(535 50) oo ob SRl e &) o BV - XK
farala o6 o
Ol gabd 47- | siz hav jog-iz- @rte
(&35 5e) La Gla Rals e o) po-p iV -GaX
Lanals ol les)
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00 08l 83 (o Cosasle G 5o S Hablan 5 05 e 518 sl 5550 (53550 5 8
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