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Abstract

Today, due to the speed of spread of communication on the Internet, a new discourse has
been formed in this space, in which language is considered the most important element.
This discourse is placed in a hostile relationship with other common discourses, one of
them is standard language. Persian language, as one of the Iranian subjects' languages,
faces challenges in this space. It seems that a new form of language is being formed here,
the ignorance of which could cause irreparable damage to the future of the Persian
language. Considering the importance of the language's role in Jacques Lacan's
psychoanalysis, this research has analyzed each of these discourses based on Lacan's
discourses with a descriptive-analytical method and pathologized the common language
in this space. The results show that the discourse of the standard language creates the
crossed out subject and cyberspace creates a hysterical subject. If we accept this idea of
Lacan that the subject can never achieve primary unity, it can be said that the
contemporary subject will never reach his desire by using language outside the norm and
grammar rules and this will cause damage and danger of destruction for the language,
especially for the future. It is possible to promote and revive language as an important
cultural element by using the capacities of cyberspace. Thus, first, it made the subject
aware of these unconscious harmful behaviors, and then, in accordance with the

postmodern subject's perception of the other, it defined a suitable linguistic signifier for
him.

Keywords: Discourse; language; Standard; cyberspace; Lacan.

' Corresponding Author, Postdoctoral Researcher, Persian Language and Literature,
University of Mazandaran, Babolsar, Iran. ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1386-0395
, Email:elahe.barzegar9371@gmail.com

2 Associate Professor, Persian Language and Literature, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar,
Iran. ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/000-0002-0195-0847, Email :f-baloo@umz.ac.ir

Vol. 17, No. 2, Tome 92
pp. 227-254
Summer 2026


https://orcid.org/
https://orcid.org/

228

Language Related Research 17(2), Summer 2026, 227-254

1. Introduction

At every stage of his life, man is in the process of socialization in numerous
and sometimes contradictory discourses and behaves with a specific attitude as
a subject. One of these behaviors is in the field of culture and in the field of
using language as a cultural element.

The Iranian subject, throughout its turbulent history, has always faced an
other due to the special geographical location of the Iranian land, and this
other, without the subject realizing it, has had an effective role in the
discourse-making of his life.

In the present era, cyberspace is one of the most important infrastructures
for the emergence of any kind of discourse, which is the result of the
increasing progress of science and technology on the Internet. This has
affected the entire life of modern man, especially his communications and
social behaviors. In the meantime, culture and identity, and consequently,
language, which is one of their most important components, are undergoing
changes that, if not paid attention to and not under control, may cause damage
and be exposed to transformation, distortion, and even destruction.

Jacques Lacan is one of the thinkers who raised the issue of discourse with
a psychoanalytic, philosophical, and linguistic approach and paid attention to
language as an important element in this field.

Given that Lacan's view of discourse and his divisions are influenced by
psychoanalytic, philosophical, and especially linguistic perspectives,
cyberspace, which is a place for individual and social interactions and the
main element of communication in the specific language of users, can also be
examined in this context.

Research Question(s)

This research seeks to answer the question: Given the importance and role
of language in Lacanian discourses, can the common language used by
Persian-speaking users in cyberspace be included in one of these discourses?
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In that case, which of Lacanian discourses is the discourse created by language
in cyberspace and what type of subject does it constitute?

2. Literature Review

The theoretical framework includes: the subject in Lacanian thought, the small
object, the master signifier, the crossed-out subject, Lacanian discourses,
including the master discourse, capitalist discourse, and hysterical discourse,
and then the language of quality and the language of space of each of Lacanian
discourses are shown.

Main discussion

Following life in cyberspace, cultures have become more and more
interacting and closer to each other. Meanwhile, unfortunately, “in the
transaction that exists between the Persian language and the languages of
Western cultures, the Persian language takes a lot and gives little” (Irani, 1995,
p. 359). It seems that the correct use of the Persian language in cyberspace has
been affected by its specific conditions and has created common errors in this
area.

The contemporary subject faces two types of language in the field of social
communication: one is the standard language and the other is the common
language of cyberspace, which is placed in a specific position in Lacan's
discourses depending on the way in which they are confronted with each.
Standard language is the commonly accepted language in society that has been
created with changes in form, structure, role and function and is a valid
language model for individuals in society and is used in planned speeches and
official writings. In other words, before the spread of the Internet and the
popularity of virtual pages, the subject was mostly in contact with the standard
language and this type of language ruled the subject as a command (law,
symbolic order). But today, it is as if the real world is in a dialectical
relationship with the virtual world, each of which has independent discourses
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and the standard language is considered a discourse in the real world. In other
words, we can say that a tragic and dialectical situation is formed between the
language of these two worlds.

Some consider Persian language to have two types of standard written and
spoken language (Ameri, 2016; Sadeghi, 2013) and believe that the common
language in cyberspace is the written form of speech. The scope of each must
be clear. Standard spoken language that is not planned is far removed from
writing. In cyberspace language, not only is spoken language written, but
sometimes words are written with incorrect and original pronunciation.
Therefore, it can be said that the spoken form of the word has also been
subjected to distortion, and this changed form gradually becomes permanent
when written in the context of cyberspace, and may be considered as the
correct form of the word in the future.

According to Lacan's theory, the subject, when confronted with the
standard language, must accept its rules as the main element of the symbolic
order in order to realize his subjectivity. In this regard, it can be said that the
normative system of the standard language, which is based on the logic of all
or the whole, plays the role of the master signifier and rules over the subject.
That is, the standard language, in the position of the agent, addresses the
subject and his knowledge in another position. The result of this relationship is
a small object a that does not satisfy the subject's desire and ultimately places
the crossed-out subject in the position of truth.

The crossed-out subject, who has encountered and formed signifiers devoid
of signified in the discourse of the standard language, encounters a new
language that flows in cyberspace and turns to it to satisfy his desire.

In this situation, the subject resists the standard language and does not
accept its rules and tries to show him the lack of the master. Therefore, he
stands in opposition to him. In this position, the subject adopts a hysterical
approach to the standard language. Because the hysterical person wants to
disrupt the existing situation and show him the lack and defect of the master,
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he is placed in the hysterical discourse.

3. Methodology

In this research, which is an applied research and has been conducted using
descriptive-analytical and library analysis methods, first four of Lacan's
discourses are described along with some specific and important terms. Then,
the Persian-speaking subject in the design of the cyberspace platform as a
Lacanian subject and his position in these discourses are explained and
adapted so that, inspired by Lacan's thought and the tools that this theory gives
us, he can express his possible type with the Persian language in magic and
reality with a certain quality and in relation to it in cyberspace. The focus of
this research is on Lacan's psychoanalysis, especially the discussion of his
discourses and the examination and comparison of the standard language and
the language of cyberspace users in each of them. Therefore, sources related to
Lacan's discourses and the writings of the Iranian subject in cyberspace,
including Telegram, Instagram, WhatsApp, etc., constitute the scope of this
research.

4. Results

According to Lacan's teachings, the Iranian subject is faced with two
discourses that are in conflict with each other, in terms of the standard
language and the language of cyberspace. Thus, the standard language
constitutes the discourse of the master and the language of cyberspace
constitutes the hysterical discourse, that is, a discourse that is transgressive and
acts against the signifier of the desire of the other. Ultimately, the standard
language discourse constitutes the crossed-out subject and the cyberspace
constitutes the hysterical subject. In other words, the norms of the standard
language, which flow as the signifier of the desire of the great other, have been
emptied of their signified and have lost their capacity, so the subject who uses
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the language has no fascination or desire for them and inevitably either falls
out of the abyss of language and becomes psychotic, or becomes a hysterical
subject and transgresses its norms. This crossed-out subject needs the signifier
of the master of another in order to achieve semantic stability. Therefore, he
has turned to cyberspace and the common linguistic pattern therein, and with a
hysterical approach, he tries to show his lack and opposition to the standard
language and challenge it. He thinks that perhaps this time, he can seek
meaning in the new master signifier, and since he has considered this new
other to be complete, he tries to identify with it. This space, which is the result
of capitalist discourse, is a new form of master discourse, and due to the lack
of supervision and the existence of sufficient norms in cyberspace, the
contemporary hysterical subject freely shows his opposition to various
linguistic methods in this area. In this discourse, too, the crossed-out subject
does not achieve meaningful truth, therefore, he has not defined a suitable
master signifier for himself. If we accept Lacan's idea that the subject can
never achieve that initial unity and oneness, we can say that the contemporary
subject will never achieve his desire and desired by using language outside the
norm and rules of grammar, and this behavior will do nothing but harm to the
future of language.
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