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Abstract
Introduction: In cognitive linguistics, the study of linguistic meaning is not

the aim by itself. Instead in this field of linguistics, the focus is on

understanding the nature of conceptual system of human's mind. Noting that
image schema due to its importance in understanding of abstract concepts are
an important category in linguistic studies. This paper studies the embodied
patterns of image schemas in the absolute congenital blind compared with
their counterparts based on Johnson's embodied cognition theory (1987) in
cognitive semantics.

Method: The methodology of this quantitative research is comparative
between two groups of blind and non-blinds. Thus, 48 male and female blinds
and non-blinds with diploma and graduate education aged 18- 28 years, due to
the study of such variables as gender, education and age, were evaluated, and
they were asked to describe 30 selected words based on Ricci Bitty and
Poggi's procedures (1991), then their image schemas were investigated.

Results and Findings: The results showed that the blinds, due to lack of
vision, use more lexical descriptions and more image schema than their
counterparts, in a way, graduate female blinds were reported as the most
frequent users of image schema. The statistics also prove that the path and
cycle schema, among different types of schema proposed by Johnson (1987),
have the most and the least amount of usage in both groups respectively. Also,

313



l‘n'.ln

Language Related Research
E-ISSN: 2383-0816
Vol.11, No.3 (Tome 57),
July, August & September 2020

i

E"”

T

=
=<
c

R L
=

the study showed that age, gender, education variables as influential factors

had no effect on understanding blind people and their counterparts from the
image schema.

Keywords: Embodied cognition theory; Johnson; Image schema; blinds; non-
blinds.
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Figure 2: Path schemata

(s 598) ™ 953 B 40 97 o Y-V -
Olesl adls €38 S 518 (s b e glis (5580 S om nlys 5o S WS Sl s 1 sl s
S5a M8 5 89S S s ia b as a5 ) Gliae obISel s olusas o
29 Saad 95a e Ol O el sle ol sl et 3 Ol 4 el 00 05T e 0l 5 L3S Ha
61 S50 o O 4S wan o et plaswny G 1, (S ol 5 ol saT Wy ssa Al
OF GBS 5 susels (3,508 850k 15 5503 8olspob .55 (nl Gsmila it a5
Ay asalsa gl 4 b3 o oS (ibid: 42) sl 89 505 5515

™l (A

3 S bl of wb Jie (aola (slas o sy oSoa L5a3 b laglusl Lo Zea
S wS e oSom ge 53 e wase Jb 1) Lad canas By anbial sl S
53 JASHE a5 ateas (Soliawl 4 50l (o 0T Blie o 5 wles S ol Gl A
lie BB 5,5 ool Slisl s Lol fad ciaslio Bt 5om onl byl ey Coas
Gore S b Hu 5 e @8 w0 gl oo Jlael ola 5 550 guslse Gain ol U S
Saian L 6,0 Ky el sad suls (Eulad ) g geal 5o 4SS uHle g 9 S oo oS a
ibid: ) cad o1 saes boa L 058l (5500 g Saiasglis padhd 5 Als o0 S
44

Bl 15 Lo il ol Lo dugadl e ol 59) )0 caneal Lo 4 Lo S Jlhe
(wlos S ol plan

F, > >

bl Bl r ok ¥y g
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Figure3: The rate of the use of image schema
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1. cognitive linguistics

2. formal

3. functional

4. conceptualism

5. embodied cognitive theory
6. Body in language

7. M. Johnson

8. image schemata

9. abstract

'0. blindness

'1. L. Nielsen

'2. active learning

'3 Visually impaired

'4 . Visually handicapped
'5. blind

'6. Partially sighted

'7. Visually disabled

'8. B. Lowenfeld

19. Th. Blackluck

20. P. Chauhan

21. U. Muller

22. W. F. Overton

23. Thomas

24. general conceptual organization
25. D. Geeraerts

26 . E. Sweetser

27. L.Talmy

28. prototype theory

29. mental spaces

30. conceptual blending
31. conceptual cognition hypothesis
32.]J. Alba

33. L. Hasher

34. containment schema
35. path schema

36. source

37. goal

38. force schema

39. compulsion

40. blockage

YfY



L"E niSap Vo lap b Sy S ol g s
A

SlKen 5 ool gy foblo] plgl! 32

oS

41. counterforce
42. diversion

43. enablement
44, attraction

45. M. Polanyi
46. symmetry
47. transitivity
48. reflexivity
49. link schema
50. cycle schema
51. scale schema
52. center-periphery schema
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