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Abstract

Regarding the necessity of selecting efficient language learning strategies and methods
for teaching English to Persian-speakers, the Langacker’s cognitive grammar theory
has been used as a creative method in teaching. The present study aims to evaluate the
creative usage of cognitive grammar in education to simplify the process, provide
better learning, and develop creativity and linguistic capabilities. For this purpose, the
following questions have been addressed: 1. What is the increasing number of words
used by both control and test groups, after passing the “creative course of the learning
style of describing a word in a sentence” through the “specificity” attribute in
meaningful contextual textures? 2. How can we use the “syntagmatic combinations”
attribute to facilitate the teaching of “complex linguistic units” construction in the
sentences? In this regard, following the creative training of participants with a
cognitive approach, 46 Farsi speakers were analyzed qualitatively and quantitatively
by using SPSS software. By using the creative courses of learning style and describing
the word using Langacker’s cognitive grammar, together with quasi-cognitive charts
for simplifying the education process, learners were able to create linguistic well-form
sentences. The research results demonstrates that after completing the creative course
of the learning style of describing a word in a sentence, the test group could expand
98% of the words from the total number of textbook words and include them in their
texts; while the control group, who hadn’t gone through the creative course, managed
to collocate only 44% of the total words. The outcomes illustrate the high effect of the
approach in facilitating English teaching for Persian-speaking children.
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1. Introduction

The present article seeks to introduce one of the easy teaching methods from
Langkaker's grammatical point of view. In this research, “how to expand
vocabulary”, “specificity”, “mixed structures” and ‘“‘synchronization
relations of nominal groups” are investigated and presented in the form of
tables and statistical charts. By examining the present study from a cognitive
perspective, we can examine the application of some key concepts of this
grammar in teaching and simplifying second language learning, based on
Langaker's grammatical theory. Hypotheses in the present study are as
follows: Hypothesis 1: after passing the creative course the test group, can
describe more words in a sentence and in texts by using the characteristic
feature; Hypothesis 2: creative diagrams, similar to cognitive diagrams in
syntagmatic combinations, can be used to simplify teaching the construction
of complex linguistic units and adaptation of expressions. The present study
aims to evaluate the creative usage of cognitive grammar in education,
which simplifies the process, provides better learning, and develops
creativity and linguistic capabilities. In addition to performing qualitative
and quantitative analysis via statistical softwares provided on the basis of the
narrative texts of language learners, by the usage of Langaker's cognitive
theory in the field of cognitive grammar, the present study provides a
creative way to facilitate language learning for Persian-speaking children at
the intermediate level and to test the research hypotheses. Accordingly, the
study presents a solution for the learners’ educational problems to facilitate
the content through innovative methods in effective teaching.

Research Question(s)

In this research, the following questions were addressed: 1. After passing
the “creative course of the learning style of describing a word in a sentence”
what is the increasing number of words used by the control and test groups
through the “specificity” attribute in meaningful contextual texture? 2. How
can we use the “syntagmatic combinations” attribute to facilitate the
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teaching of “‘complex linguistic units” construction in the sentences?

2. Literature Review

So far, various research has been conducted on fostering creativity in teaching
and learning. However, to the best of our knowledge, most research has not
mentioned the creative usage of cognitive grammar in education. The position
of cognitive sciences in education to provide opportunities for the growth of
creativity and language capabilities is low. Training that accompanied by a
cognitive approach will be effective and efficient. Torrance (1968) studied the
factors of creativity and mentioned intelligence, family and personality traits
of individuals. In a study, Ronald and Standler (2005) cited the efforts of
parents and other educators as a key factor in fostering creativity. Gardner
(2002) showed that educators and mentors could play an important role in
motivating creative learners. Still, noteworthy is that the researches present
explanations of theories, while the matter isn’t used for practical teaching
English for Persian- speaking children.

3. Methodology

The present research is of applied and theoretical type in terms of purpose.
The unit of observation is by collecting data, linguistic narratives, from
children. Language learners, as the community of the case study in this
research, were aged 10 to 12 years. This research was considered as a survey
research based on the time of collection and performed experimentally on
the control and test groups for 4 months. After creative training with a
cognitive approach, 46 Farsi speakers were described qualitatively and
quantitatively by using SPSS software. As a result, by using the creative
courses of learning style and describing the word using Langacker’s
cognitive grammar, learners were able to create linguistic well-formed
sentences.
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4. Results

The following diagrams summarize the results for the control and test

groups:

Control group figure 1
Chart of the amount of words used by the control group during surveys and

assessments
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Also, a comparison has been made within the charts of the percentage of
new words used in both total and each word in the control and test groups,
shown below. As seen, figure 3 illustrates the expansion of 98% of textbook
vocabulary by language learners in the creative cognition teaching.

Figure 3

Vocabulary expansion and demonstration of the effectiveness of the creative
cognitive method in teaching
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5. Discussion

The purpose of putting phrases together is the diverse creativity of each person
and the creative power of individuals that can construct a variety of linguistic
expressions in a possible way according to their knowledge of the grammatical
principles of the target language. Talents of learners are different in the
arrangement of phrases, and individuals create and conceptualize relationships
between words as they imagine them, in producing meaningful linguistic
phrases. After 3 months of training and introducing various methods of
describing a word, learners managed to develop words using descriptive
methods.

After a semester of training, language learners were able to present a short
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narrative such as the sample and explain each description. They started with a
word, turned it into a linguistic phrase, then connected the phrases together, and
created meaningful sentences. Finally, they connected the meaningful linguistic
sentences which is seen in a meaningful narrative example below. The following
chains are produced by the learner after easy and creative training.

The result of creative teaching through Langaker's grammar is the
formation of the following well-structured language chains by the learners.
Consequently, the learners are able to easily move a word to the level of the
text. An example of a text that has been developed and specified by a learner
after creative cognitive training is given below.

Figure 4
Expanding words and specifying each word by the learner

e Life>my life>my life achievement

» Sentence>sentences>English sentences

* Teacher>my teacher>my English teacher

e Happy>very happy> happy for having my sister>happier>happier>happiness>full
of happiness

® Big>a big achicvement>a big achicvement for me

e Friend>friends>my friends
e Scorc>score card> score cards>many scorc cards
e Level>my level

e Sister>a sister> a good sister>my sister> my kind sister

6. Conclusion

As a result, by using the creative courses of learning style and describing the
words by the usage of Langacker’s cognitive grammar, and using the quasi-
cognitive charts in simplifying the learning process, learners were able to
create linguistic well-form sentences. After completing the creative course of
the learning style of describing a word in a sentence, the test group could
expand 98% of the words from the total number of textbook words and
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include them in their texts; while the control group only managed to
collocate 44% of the total words.

Appendices
The appendices are mentioned below.

Appendix A: Sample of language texts for learners along with their
edited text.

1. My favorite job | want to become an actress. I love it and I like to become famous .

But it is very difficult.
I want to become an actress. I love it and I like to become famous, but it is very difficult.

2. Diana I want to be an engineer. I want to make a bridge on the river. I'm afraid of hight
and flying. I'm very strong and brave. [ have one brother and he wants to be an engineer
like me. my mam and dad are very clever. I ask whats job its oldest in the our land? I
ask whats job its yongest in the our land? I need to plan for make home. Good point:

We can build big and small houses.

My name is Diana and | want to be a civil engineer. I want to make bridges over the rivers. 1
am afraid of heights and flying. I am very strong and brave. | have one brother who wants to
be an engineer like me. My parents are very clever. I asked them about the oldest and the ne

west jobs in our country. I need to draw plans for big and small houses.
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Appendix B:
Frequency tables of words used in the control and test groups

iem | words control | experiment | item | words | control | experiment || tem | wards | contral | experment | tem | words | control | experiment
1 [ability o 1 a1 feel 5 1 81 | mistake [l 1|21 [swim 0 1
2 | atreic of 2 2 42 [ fnally ] 5 82 | money o 2| 122 [talent 3 T
— 3em o 3 43 [ fioar 3 1 8 | mther ] 18| 2zl ) 5
4] ane [ 2 44 follow 0 1 84 | nelahbor o 6] a2 thank o 2
5 et 3 i 45 [ food 3 2 85 | nervous [1 2| 125 [0 [ 1
& bar o 1 15 [ force 0 1 8 | new o 2| 126w 4 2
7 | believe o 1 a7 free 2 1 87 | now 10 1| 227 topic o 1
8] best 1 a 48 fresh 3 1 88 | ootain o 2| 228 [win 0 1
9| big 1 E) 49 [ wriend 4 1 29 | overcome o A 19wy 1 EE)
16 | book s 7 50 [ full o 3 50 | painful [ A 130 [ualy o 1
21 [ box o 2 51| future 3 1 o1 | pass o 3| 131 [wakew 0 1
12 [ brave 1 ) 52 gant o 3 52 | people 4 7| 132 [win 2 2
3 [ by 1 1z 53 ift 2 1 53 | plav 13 4| 133 wora 0 3
24 | caretully o L 54 | give 2 o] 34 | pocket o 1| a3 word 0 1
2 1 a 55 | givewn o 2 55 | power [ 2
16 | cheer o 3 56 | goal 4 s 86 | present [ 4
17 [ elan 1 o 57 rold o 1 57 [ pretty. o 3
1 | clever T a 58 | rood 10 i 58 | proud ] 1
19 | dose o 1 59 | great s 4 59 | question 1 2
20 | coin [ 3 60 | hagey 10 20| 100 aviety [ 3
21 | competition i F 61 hard 13 ] 104 | really [ 7
22 | continue o a 62 heart o 1 102 [ relox 1 2
2 [ count o 2 63| heaw 0 1 103 | review o 1
24 | cover o 1 64 | hep 10 3 104 | run 3 2
25 | curious o 3 65 | high 1 7 105 | sad 1 o
26 | dangerous o ) 66 | huge 1 s 106 | sentence 0 4
27 [ decide o a 67 | hunary o 1 107 | short 1 1
26 | different 3 i 68 [ impertant 2 5 108 | shout o 1
29 | difficult 1 1 69 | impossible 3] 1 109 [ simple o 1
30 | easy o 1 70 | imorove 4 7 110 sing o 1
31 effort o 3 71 iob 1 1 a1 [ skil o 2
32 | encourage . 7 72 [keap 3 1 112 | slow. [ F
33 [[eneray 2 2 73 [ bind o s 113 | dowly [] 1
34 | enioy. 1 a 74 [tearn 2 ) 114 [ sang 2 2
35 | exam 3 T 75 [ lesson 1 2 115 | saund o 2
36 | fal [ 1 75 i 3 3 115 | spend 1 )
a7 [ famiy + z 77 [ ke 3 2 17| stant 1 3
38 [ farm o 5 78 [ loud 3 3 318 | succeed 1 2
39 [ fast o 5 79 oudly o 5 119 [ success 1 7
40 [ father o 3 80 | market 0 3 120 [ successfur 1 1

Appendix c: samples of making sentence in test groups

1. You wear in your shoes to walk easy.

The sentence which you have written has some problems.

Each sentence should have at least one verb. "Wearing" is not a verb and should be changed.
Whenever you want to explain a verb you should use an adverb. "Easy" is an adjective.

Edit your sentence please and then send it back.

2. In winter when they are cold they wear jacket.

This sentence is correct.
Thanks a lot.
3. What date is today?

Thanks.
Your sentence is grammatically correct but it can be expanded.

Try to use extra explanations in it.
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Figure 1: How to specify a word beyond the base
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Syntagmatic combinations and harmonization relationship
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Phrase

The kind King of Kuku is here

| (ommsrons i |

Sentence

Text

The King of Kuku is kind.The Kind
King of Kuku is here. The King has a
kite. He likes kiwi and has a koala and
a kangaroo.He likes the weekend.
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Diagram 2: How to extend the word and specify each word to the level of the text
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Figure 2: Sentences of each session after teaching by cognitive grammar
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Level : Fourth grade : \ Jts

WORDS :life, sentence, teacher, happy, big, friend, score, level, sister,

I have two achievements in my life. My first achievement was learning to write English sentences.

This was my achievement, because my teacher and mother were very happy and I was happier. That

was a big achievement for me. My friends cheered me very much. My English teacher gave me many

score cards. Now, I feel my level is high and it makes me full of happiness. My second achievement
is having a good sister. This is my achievement, because T am happy for having my sister and T love
her very much. My mother is very happy. What I learn from my life achievements is that I can do

everything if T pay my attention and I must know the value of my kind sister.

e Life>my life>my life achicvement

e Sentence>sentences™>English sentences

e Teacher>my teacher>my English teacher

e Happy>very happy> happy for having my sister>happier>happier>happiness>full
of happiness

e Big>a big achicvement™>a big achicvement for me

e Friend>friends>my friends

e Scorc>score card> score cards>many score cards

e Level>my level

o Sister>a sister> a good sister>my sister> my kind sister

3501005 L si 8305 58 oS Gaddia 5 31y GBALS Y 5 geas
Figure 3: Expanding words and specifying each word by the learner
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Teacher

The teacher

The good teacher

The good teacher who helps me

The good teacher who likes me

My good teacher

My good teacher who talks me

® N un pONR

My kind teacher who teaches me
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1. Sentence

551

The sentence

One sentence

One simple sentence
One complex sentence
One complex phrase
One phrase

One Persian phrase
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Many English phrases

10. Many English sentences

(5 calacis osbe &

700



44

5

Bl 3,50 55 G 5,15 IyKan 5 (i = by 5

. Gurl
A girl

The brave girl

N

=W

The crazy girl

A brave girl

A brave girl who can swim
A brave girl who can play

A brave girl who can swim just now

© B N W

A brave girl who can run well

10. A brave girl who can run very fast
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1. You wear in your shoes to walk easy.
The sentence which you have written has some problems.
Each sentence should have at least one verb. "Wearing" is not a verb and should be changed.
Whenever you want to explain a verb you should use an adverb. "Easy" is an adjective.
Edit your sentence please and then send it back.
2. In winter when they are cold they wear jacket.
This sentence is correct.
Thanks a lot.
3. What date is today?

Thanks.
Your sentence is grammatically correct but it can be expanded.

Try to use extra explanations in it.

LT Gl 5 Ooselol) (siludlen & ga3 ¥ 4 guad
Figure 4: Examples of students' making sentences and editing
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1. My favorite job I want to become an actress. I love it and I like to become famous .

But it is very difficult.
[ want to become an actress. [ love it and I like to become famous, but it is very difficult.

2. Diana I want to be an engineer. I want to make a bridge on the river. I'm afraid of hight
and flying. I'm very strong and brave. I have one brother and he wants to be an engineer
like me. my mam and dad are very clever. I ask whats job its oldest in the our land? I
ask whats job its yongest in the our land? I need to plan for make home. Good point:

We can build big and small houses.

My name is Diana and I want to be a civil engineer. | want to make bridges over the rivers. |
am afraid of heights and flying. I am very strong and brave. I have one brother who wants to
be an engineer like me. My parents are very clever. | asked them about the oldest and the ne

west jobs in our country. I need to draw plans for big and small houses.

OBT Bt il s (rie ol 0 40 )13 50T 005 (i 53§ sie 2903 10 4 e
Figure 5: Sample of students' practice texts with their edited text
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item words control item words control | experiment || item words control | experiment | item words control | experiment
1 | ability ) 1 41 | feel 5 1 81 | mistake 0 1 121 | swim 0 1
2 | afraid of 2 2 42 | finally 4 S 82 | money 0 2 122 | talent 0 {5
3| aim 0 3 43 | floor 0 1 83 | mother 6 18 123 | tall 0 5
4| angry ) 2 44 | follow 0 1 84 | neighbor 0 6 124 | thank 0 2
5 |art 3 1 45 | food 3 2 85 | nervous o 2 125 | tool 0 1
6 | bag o 1 46 | force 0 1 86 0 2 126 | top 4 2
7 | believe 0 1 47 | free 2 1 87 10 1 127 | topic 0 1
8 | best 10 4 48 | fresh 0 1 88 0 2 128 | trip 0 1
9 | big 1 13 49 | friend 4 1 89 0 1 129 | uy 14 13
10 | hook 2 ? S0 ! full a (3 a0 a 1 ] 1
11 | box o 2 51 | future 3 4 91 0 3 0 1
12 | brave 1 9 52 | giant 0 3 92 4 7 2 2
13 | buy 1 12 53 | gift 2 1 93 13 4 0 3
14 | carefully [ 1 54 | pive 2 13 94 0 1 0 1
15 | castle 1 4 55 | Rive up ] 2 95 0 2
16 | cheer ] 3 56 | roal 4 S 96 | present 0 4
17 | clap 1 o 57 | gold 0 1 97 | pretty 0 3
18 | clever 1 4 58 | rood 10 17 98 | proud 4 1
19 | close o 1 59 | great S 4 99 | question 1 2
20 | coin 0 3 60 | happy 10 20 100 | quietly 0 3
21 | competition 1 2 61 | hard 13 14 101 | really 0 7
22 | continue 0 4 62 | heart 0 1 102 | relax 1 2
23 | count 0 2 63 | heawy 0 1 103 | review 0 1
24 | cover 0 1 64 | help 10 9 104 | run 3 2
25 | curious o 3 65 | high 1 7 105 | sad 1 o
26 o 1 66 | huge 1 8 106 | sentence 0 4
27 | decide 0 4 67 | hungry ] 1 107 | short 1 1
28 | different 3 1 68 | important 2 s 108 | shout 0 1
29 | difficult 1 1 69 | impossible 1 1 109 | simple 0 1
30 | easy o 1 70 | improve 4 7 110 | sing 0 1
31 | effort o 3 71| job 1 1 111 | skill 0 2
32 | encourage 4 7 72 | keep 0 1 112 | slow 0 1
33 | energy 2 2 73 | kind ] S 113 | slowly 0 1
34 | enjoy 1 4 74 | learn 21 23 114 | song 2 2
35 | exam 3 1 75 | lesson 1 2 115 | sound 0 2
36 | fall o 1 76 | lift 0 3 116 | spend 1 a4
37 | family 4 2 77 | like 6 2 117 | start 1 6
38 | farm [ 5 78 | loud (] 3 118 | succeed 1 2
39 | fast ) 5 79 | loudly 0 S 119 | success 1 7
40 | father o 3 80 | market 0 3 120 | successful 1 1

olalesl 5 S 058 g9 5o 48, IS0 G351, (Sl slad san ) Jgaa
Table 1: Tables of frequency of words used in the control and test groups
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Control group diagram 4: Chart of the amount of words used by the control group during

surveys and assessments
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Test group diagram 5: Chart of the amount of words used by the test group

during surveys and assessments
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Diagram6: Vocabulary expansion and demonstration of the effectiveness
of the creative cognitive method in teaching
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Diagram 7: Method of teaching spatially related phrases
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Figure 6: Cognitive creative method, simplification in education
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