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Abstract

Literary semiotics, as both a theory and method of literary discourse analysis, examines
the structure of meaning by analyzing the internal organization of discourse systems.
This article investigates two discursive systems—action and tension—in the poem
Katibeh by Akhavan-e Sales. Both systems are grounded in the notion of deficiency;
however, they differ in the source of this deficiency. The action-oriented narrative
system is based on external deficiency imposed by the surrounding environment of the
narrative agent, in which action constitutes the central organizing principle. In this
system, the agent is able to transform unfavorable external conditions through purposeful
action and narrative intervention. In contrast, the tension-oriented system originates from
internal, emotional deficiency and is shaped through interaction with tradition, history,
futurity, the qualitative dimension of lived experience, and interpretive knowledge of the
world. In this system, the narrative agent attains a heightened cognitive state under
emotional pressure, often accompanied by astonishment, and aesthetic meaning is
produced through this internal tension. The poem Katibeh, due to its narrative structure,
integrates both action-based and value-oriented tension systems, making it suitable for
analysis in terms of semantic and symbolic discourse organization. It represents human
suffering and the articulation of existential and social disillusionment. Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, this study identifies discourse strategies such as action
systems, tension-emotional systems, conceptual elaboration, addressee orientation, and
communicative function in the poem, and demonstrates how the interaction of these
discourse systems produces a coherent and enduring layer of meaning.
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1.Introduction

The objective of discourse semiotics is to analyze diverse forms of
discourse within their cultural, social, praxeological, and tensive conditions of
emergence. From this perspective, meaning is not treated as a fixed entity but
as a dynamic effect generated through discursive structures and their modes of
organization.

Since the production of meaning in the poem Katibeh (The Inscription)
emerges from the confrontation between the subject and existence, the text
belongs to the domain of discourse and is therefore amenable to analysis
within the framework of discourse semiotics as developed by the Paris School
of semiotics (Algirdas Julien Greimas). The aim of this study is to identify the
fundamental axes of meaning production in the poem and to explain how
meaning is constructed at the surface level of discourse through semiotic
articulation. In particular, the study seeks to determine the principal
mechanisms involved in the production of meaning within the narrative
structure of Katibeh and to clarify the processes of signification that govern it.

To achieve this objective, the study adopts a descriptive—analytical method
within the framework of Greimasian discourse analysis. The theoretical
section examines the heterogeneous dimensions of meaning in light of
fundamental semantic categories and explores the emergence of discursive
regimes, including the actional (praxeological), affective, and tensive regimes.
In the analytical section, the poem is examined through these theoretical
categories in order to elucidate its mechanisms of meaning production. In the
first stage, the poem is analyzed according to the manipulative discursive
regime as a subtype of the actional regime, and in the subsequent stage, it is
interpreted within the tensive discursive regime.

The originality of this study lies in the application of Greimasian discourse
semiotics to Katibeh, which, to the best of the researcher’s knowledge, has not
been previously analyzed within this theoretical framework.
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Research Questions

1. How does the enunciator (subject of enunciation) transform discrete
semiotic units into a coherent system of meaning in Katibeh?

2. How do discursive regimes contribute to the production of meaning in
the text?

3. How are signs organized and structured to produce a dominant semantic
value of despair in Akhavan-e Sales’s discourse?

4. What is the explanatory power of the semiotic square and the tensive—
affective schema in the production of meaning and value in the poem?

2. Research Hypothesis

The hypothesis of the study is that within the "actional discursive regime", the
lack (manque) that motivates the actantial movement may remain unresolved
at the conclusion of the narrative trajectory; thus, meaning may be produced
through the actant’s failure to attain the valued object (object of value).
Furthermore, within the "tensive discursive regime", the subject—when
confronted with existence—may not experience a positive cognitive
expansion, resulting instead in a contraction of epistemic and affective
horizons.

3. Previous Research

Among the pioneers of discourse semiotics in Iran, "Mohammad Shairi" has
played a foundational role. His major works include "Semiotic—Semantic
Analysis of Discourse" (2006), "A Path toward Fluid Semiotics" (2009),
"Semiotics of Literature" (2016), "Visual Semiotics" (2018), and "Foundations
of Modern Semantics" (2019). In "Semiotics of Literature: Theory and
Method of Literary Discourse Analysis", Shairi introduces and analyzes four
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principal discursive regimes—namely the "actional", "tensive", "an inner
becoming (affective—perceptual)”, and "being(state of being/ beingness)
regimes"—within the framework of the Paris School. In "Foundations of
Modern Semantics", he presents the core principles of Greimasian semiotics in
an accessible manner grounded in primary theoretical sources. The book
includes a semiotic analysis of the Iranian folktale "Kachal Mam-Siah",
demonstrating the applicability of the Paris School to discourse analysis and
underscoring semiotics as a method of discursive investigation.

Davoudi-Moghaddam (2012), in the article “A Semiotic—Semantic
Analysis of the Poems ‘Arash the Archer’ and ‘The Eagle’: From the
Oppositional Function of Language to the Tensive Process,” argues that both
poems move beyond a logical and programmatic semiotics toward a form of
signification no longer governed by a rigid narrative program or fixed logical
structures. In these texts, semiotic elements do not perform static or
stereotyped functions; instead, meaning production becomes fluid, leaving the
addressee within an open narrative space characterized by indeterminacy and
tensive modulation.

Mehrabi (2015), in the thesis “A Discourse-Semiotic Analysis of Selected
Poems by Mohammad-Reza Shafiei Kadkani,” concludes that the most
productive discursive configuration in discourse semiotics is one structured
around " an inner becoming " (affective—perceptual excitation). Her analysis
shows that meaning emerges through sensory—perceptual, affective, and
aesthetic processes. Unlike actional narrative discourses in which meaning is
programmatically closed, the driving force of signification here is affective
intensity; thus, the semiotic process remains open, dynamic, and non-
programmatic, allowing signs to emerge unpredictably across the discursive
continuum.

Paktachi et al. (2015), in their study of “Tensive Processes in the
Discursive Configuration of Surah al-Qari‘ah,” demonstrate that the surah
follows a descending tensive structure oriented toward discursive rupture.
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They analyze the coherence of the text through tensive dynamics and the
interplay of discursive rupture and continuity.

Sajudi (2016), in Applied Semiotics, surveys major semiotic theories—
from Saussure and Peirce to contemporary semioticians—while advancing his
own theoretical positions. The book addresses the concepts of sign, text, code,
and discourse; examines structuralist and post-structuralist approaches to
textuality; and discusses the theoretical foundations of layered semiotics.

Finally, Fa‘al (2019), in the thesis “The Concept of Presence in the Poetry
of Hafez and Ibn al-Farid from the Perspective of Discourse Semiotics,”
argues that the concept of presence, situated within the poets’ cultural and
affective contexts, acquires fluid semantic configurations that shape poetic
identity. Meaning is generated through the interaction of presence with
absence, manifestation, and other related categories. The study emphasizes the
interactive interplay among signs, context, and readerly perspective, whereby
meaning is actualized through a dynamic process of enunciation that
transforms utterance into discourse.

4.results

The narrative structure of “Katibeh” is organized around a fundamental "lack
of freedom". At the outset, the actantial subject is situated in a state of
disequilibrium. Through a process of "manipulation" (in the Greimasian
sense), the subject is incited to undertake a trajectory aimed at overcoming this
lack and attaining a state of conjunction with an object of value—freedom—in
order to acquire a new modal and identity status as “free,” a status initially
marked by non-possession. The act of turning the “inscription” (katibeh)
functions as a transformational juncture within the narrative program,
inscribing a moment of potential transition toward liberation.

In classical Greimasian terms, the semiotic square typically articulates a
movement from lack toward its resolution through a mediating trajectory. In
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this poem, however, the transformative process is disrupted. The chained
subjects move from an unfavorable and painful condition—defined as the
privation of freedom—only to arrive at a state structurally homologous to the
initial one. The narrative progression is thus arrested, and the transformation
assumes a descending trajectory rather than culminating in conjunction with
the object of value.

While the intra-discursive addressee fails to attain the intended meaning or
valued object, the extra-discursive reader successfully apprehends the
enunciator’s project of signification. Through the strategic configuration of
discursive elements, the enunciator produces a coherent semantic universe
structured around philosophical despair, social disillusionment, skepticism
toward historical change, and human impotence in the face of historical
determinism.

From a "tensive semiotic" perspective (Fontanille; Zilberberg), the subject
undergoes fluctuating affective pressures that modulate cognitive scope and
existential orientation. Confronted with the “inscription,” the subject enters a
state of intense self-entanglement (tensive contraction). Unable to resolve this
tension or decipher the enigma, the subject experiences heightened affective
intensity accompanied by a drastic reduction of actional competence.
Consequently, action is perceived as virtually impossible, leaving only
modalities of passivity: sitting, surrender, lamentation, invective, tears,
astonishment before destiny, and ultimately silence.

Although the actional regime initially generates a horizon of hope, the
narrative program culminates in failure, and the subject returns to the point of
origin. The "tensive regime ultimately overrides the actional regime",
preventing reconciliation or modal fulfillment. The persistence of the lack of
freedom precludes internal resolution, and the anticipated convergence of
action and tension collapses into a hegemonic configuration of despair.
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Figuar 2: manipulation discourse system diagram
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Figure 3: Divergent stress square diagram
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Figure 4: Tension diagram of presence in quantitative and qualitative dimensions
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Figure 5: Diagram of narrative action system
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Figure 6: fcarre Semiotique
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