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Abstract

Urban landscape can be understood as a multilayered narrative text in which spatial
forms, historical layers, and lived experiences intersect. In historic settings such as
Chaharbagh Street in Isfahan, the interaction between physical structures and
collective memories constructs a readable narrative that evolves through substitution
and juxtaposition of spatial and non-spatial codes. This study investigates how
collective memory influences the interpretation of urban landscape as a narrative text
and how intertextual relationships can contribute to the revitalization of historic places.
Employing a qualitative methodology, including field observation and semi-structured
interviews with 32 residents aged 30-70, the research identifies the key spatial,
functional, and historical codes that shape collective memory and affect the narrative
readability of Chaharbagh Street. Findings show that inconsistencies between
historical and contemporary layers—resulting from inappropriate substitutions in
physical and functional codes—have weakened the readability of the street’s historical
narrative. The study proposes an intertextual-based model for revitalizing historic
urban landscapes by reinforcing collective memory through integrated regeneration
and conservation strategies.
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1. Introduction

Urban landscape is a dynamic field in which physical form, memory,
emotion, and cultural meaning interact. In historic Iranian cities, streets such
as Chaharbagh embody centuries of social, political, and spatial
transformations. Reading the urban landscape as a narrative text enables an
interpretive  framework through which the intertwined material and
immaterial layers of place can be understood. Theoretical perspectives from
Barthes, Bakhtin, Derrida, and Halbwachs suggest that meaning emerges
through intertextual relationships, formed between present experience,
historical layers, and the lived memories of the community. This research
examines how the narrative of Chaharbagh has been produced, disrupted,
and reinterpreted across historical periods, emphasizing its role as a
repository of collective memory.

Research Question

1- What is the relationship between collective and individual memory
and the reading and interpretation of the urban landscape as a narrative text?
This question seeks to explore the nature and mechanisms through which
memory—both personal and shared—shapes the perception and meaning of
urban spaces, particularly in historic contexts.

2- How can the role of intertextual relationships be utilized in the
process of regenerating the landscape of historic urban places? This question
investigates the practical application of intertextuality in urban design,
aiming to understand how layered cultural and spatial references can inform
strategies for revitalizing historically significant environments.

2. Literature Review

Studies of urban landscape often focus on conceptual definitions,
aesthetic interpretations, and the role of signs and symbols in shaping
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meaning. Approaches rooted in semiotics, visual discourse analysis, and
intertextuality highlight the multiplicity of readings that emerge from the
interaction between text, context, and reader. Research on collective memory
emphasizes its spatial foundations: meaningful places, social practices,
events, and symbolic structures act as anchors for shared remembrance.
Previous studies on Chaharbagh have concentrated primarily on its historical
geometry, architectural evolution, or its transformation through Safavid,
Qajar, and Pahlavi periods. However, limited attention has been given to
how its narrative text is produced through intertextual relationships across
time. This study attempts to fill this gap.

3. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative and interpretive approach, combining field
observations with semi-structured interviews. Thirty-two residents of Isfahan
(ages 30-70), all with at least 15 years of residency, were selected through
random sampling. Interviews were conducted face-to-face and analyzed
using interpretive content analysis. Key themes were identified through
repeated coding, comparison, and triangulation. The analysis framework is
based on three categories of narrative codes: spatial codes, activity/event
codes, and historical codes. These categories were then compared with
existing conditions in Chaharbagh to identify narrative inconsistencies.

4. Results

Findings reveal that Chaharbagh Street historically functioned as a strong
narrative space shaped by spatial and non-spatial codes—such as plane trees,
water canals, royal gardens, processions, cultural rituals, and public events—
that reinforced collective memory. Over time, many of these codes have
been replaced or weakened, producing discontinuity in the narrative text.
Contemporary substitutions, including new commercial functions, the
dominance of fast-food activities, and the disappearance of historical
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gardens, have disrupted intertextual relationships between past and present.
Only a limited number of elements, such as the remaining trees and
Chaharbagh School, continue to evoke historical memory. The study
concludes that revitalization must integrate conservation and regeneration to
restore narrative coherence and strengthen collective memory.
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