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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the behavior of Farsi multiple interrogatives
from the perspective of Superiority Effect (SE). Adopting the Minimalist Program (MP)
approach, the presented research and the suggested analysis provides a critique of some
extant studies on wh-movement in Farsi Multiple interrogatives and the effect of SE on
this type of movement. In contrast to BoskoviA$'s (1999) view that Focus Languages do
not demonstrate SE, this study shows that Multiple Interrogatives in Farsi, a focus
language, indeed demonstrate SE. With this purpose and adopting a descriptive design,
in the present study, sample multiple interrogative sentences in Farsi were collected from
two sources. The first was previously valid multiple interrogatives studies and the second
was the samples that the researcher fabricated for the purpose of analysis. The reliability
of the data from the first source is followed from the reliability of the source studies. The
reliability of the data from the second source was established by the researcher’s
linguistic intuition as a native speaker of Farsi. The data were then analyzed according to
the Minimalist Program, and in particular, in terms of wh-movement and SE on this type
of movement. The results revealed that unlike previous studies (e.g., Kahnemuyipour,
2001) that fail to explain SE violation cases in Farsi and rules out some varieties of
multiple interrogative constructions in Farsi in terms cases of Superiority Condition
Violation (SUV), to resolve the problem, a syntactic license was proposed to explain
SUV in wh-movement in Farsi multiple interrogatives.

Keywords: Multiple interrogatives; Superiority effect; focus language; Wh-movement;
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1. Introduction

The matter of wh-movement in multiple interrogative constructions and the
choice of which question word is allowed to be prefixed has been raised and
studied since Kono and Robinson (1972, cited in Khym, 2017). In dual
questions in English, the prefixation of the question word in the subject
position is limited to one question word, and the other question word remains
fixed in its initial position within the clause. At the same time, only the
question word with structural dominance over the complementizing
determiner in these sentences is allowed to be prefixed, which is due to the
requirement of the superiority effect. The empirical generalization is that in a
language like English, where only one interrogative group is allowed to be
prefixed in a multiple question, the “superior” interrogative group (i.c., the
group that asymmetrically has structural dominance over the other
interrogative groups) is placed before its multiple construction.

There are facts about Persian multiple questions that the minimal
connection condition alone does not seem to be able to explain. Different
perspectives have been presented in explaining the violations of the
dominance effect in different languages.

Considering the importance of syntactic structures and the general
principles underlying them on the one hand and those parameters that differ
from language to language on the other hand, the aim of this article is to study
the behavior of Persian multiple questions with respect to the dominance effect
and its related phenomena.

2. Literature Review

A look at the literature on the dominance effect in different languages shows
that in some languages the dominance effect operates and in others this effect
is evident only in some contexts. For example, in German and Spanish the
dominance effect is not observed. Russian is also one of the languages with
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multiple antecedents that does not show the dominance effect (Falk, 2012).

In Persian language research in describing multiple questions, the main
debate is whether the question word moves in Persian or not? In other words,
does Persian have question word movement or no movement? Previous
studies have only addressed question word movement or no movement and
have sought to determine whether Persian is a Wh-movement or WH-insitu
language.

3. Methodology

In this study, the effect of superiority is investigated based on the latest
developments and developments in the minimalist program and its impact on
Persian multiple interrogative constructions. The concept of superiority
violation and the behavior of Persian multiple questions in this context are
discussed. Examples of various questions used based on the approach adopted
are analyzed as the corpus of this study.

In terms of the data collection method, it is worth noting that although the
use of this type of interrogative construction is inevitable, this structure is not
very common in the daily conversations of Persian speakers. As a result, it was
not easy to collect natural data. In fact, the research data was mostly collected
from Persian language journals and resources and linguistic articles related to
the topic of interrogative sentences.

4. Results

It was stated that Persian is a language with the feature of immobility of
interrogative adverbs with the lexical arrangement subject-verb-object. This
means that the lexical-syntactic conditions of the interrogative group -
whatever they may be - are met without the need for the group itself to move
from the initial position during production.
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It was also explained that Persian is neither a language with the feature of
interrogative movement nor a language without interrogative movement, but
should be classified as a focal language with the feature of interrogative
movement in which the interrogative group must be moved to the stress group
marker. It is also assumed that this stress group marker may be in the internal
or external position with respect to the initial group.

With regard to the concept of the dominance effect, it is believed that
multiple questions in shifting and focal languages do not show the dominance
effect. However, we have shown that Persian questions show the dominance
effect and these examples violate Bashkovich's generalization. It is worth
noting that this view does not mean that Persian multiple questions do not
violate the superiority effect. This article has provided examples of
shortcomings in the superiority condition.
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