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Abstract

The two sides relationship between man and place has had a significant impact on the
formation of various types of human culture. The relationship of place as a sign system
with other cultural codes is discussed and investigated in cultural semiotics to
determine the "umwelt" and " osemiosferes" of texts. A collection of poems Do
Chenar by Hasan Roshan is one of the contemporary literary works in Persian
language describing the history, culture and geography of North Khorasan, especially
the city of Bojnord. In this collection of poems, the place element as a dynamic and
fluid code is linked with other historical, social and cultural aspects of North Khorasan
people which defines the osemiosferes of the text from the point of view of cultural
semiotics. This study tries to analyze the semantic implications of the mentioned places
in the Do Chanar based on the cultural semiotics approach of the place.The result of
the study shows that the memory of ancient places (Spakho Temple, Etrak River),
natural places (Faiz Abad Aqueduct, Palmis Spring), old streets and neighborhoods of
the city (Sabze Maidan, Qaranga Dalan, Alang Och Agach, Shatrakhana) and modern
places (cinema and cafe), religious places (Revolutionary Mosque, Imam Mosque) in
Do Chanar are out of their function.
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1. Introduction

Places are abundantly reflected in literary and artistic works, particularly those
created based on the history and indigenous culture of a land. Hassan Roshan
(1975) is a contemporary poet from North Khorasan whose poems, including
Do Chenar and Chiksa'i, frequently reference various places. The narrative
poem Do Chenar can be considered among the significant Persian-language
eco-poems that depict the ancient, historical, cultural, and natural places of the
poet's homeland. In this work, references to historical sites, buildings, and
structures of Bojnord city—such as cinemas, cafes, mosques, old
neighborhoods, city gates, mountains, rivers, etc.—are extensively used.
Roshan, who is concerned with preserving cultural and historical heritage,
nostalgically and regretfully recalls the changing customs, architecture, and
geography of the city (Bojnord) in this work. Therefore, the present article
attempts, through the approach of the cultural semiotics of place, to analyze
the semantic significations of the mentioned places in Do Chenar and examine
their connection with the history and folklore of North Khorasan. Furthermore,
this research investigates and analyzes how place connects with the discourses
of the poet's homeland.

Research Questions:

This study seeks to answer the following questions: How is the
manifestation of place in the discourse and language of Do Chenar? Does
discourse destroy places and recreate them? How does place establish the
connection between humans and existence through discourse?

2. Literature Review

The book of Semiotics of Place, compiled by Farhad Sasani (2012), comprises a
collection of articles formed around the connection of space and place with other
textual signs and codes, including identity, gender, culture, etc. Shairi (2012), in
the book of Visual Semio-Semantics, discusses in detail in one chapter the
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presence of space and place in speech acts. Based on the functions of place, he
categorizes it into various types such as reconfigured place, narrative place,
phenomenal place, transcendental place, spatialization of place, and
placialization (Shairi, 2012, pp. 219-251). Soleimani (2006), in the article "An
Introduction to the Semiotics of Place and Time in the World of Drama,"
examines the various manifestations of spatial and temporal signs in drama
based on Kowzan's classification and attempts to achieve a specific
categorization of spatial and temporal signs in drama. Rezaei (2017), in the
article "A Semio-Semantic Analysis of the Transcendence of Place in the Story
"The Grand Lady of My Soul" examined how an active place is transformed into
a meta-place. The result of this investigation shows that the utterer, relying on
the sensory-perceptual experience resulting from the co-presence of the subject
and the surrounding world, paves the way for the spatialization of the garden,
elevates it to a transcendental place, and provides a new understanding of the
"other" and existence. Kanaani (2019), in the article "The Function of Place
Discourse in The Night of Burning Sohrab (Shab-e Sohrab-Keshan) by Bijan
Najdi," deals with the semantics of various types of place, spatial
transformation, and transcendence. This research shows that different types of
places—continuous, discontinuous, inductive, vortex-like, and transcendental—
play a role in representing discourse. Firoozmand (2011), in his thesis titled
"Semiotics of Place in Beyzaie's Plays," relying on four plays (The Eighth
Voyage of Sindbad, Mr. Asrari's Journalistic World, Pardeh-Khaneh, and Afra),
analyzed the semiotic functions of place in explaining the concept of agency and
subjectivity in Beyzaie's plays and examined the historical, mythical, and
cultural significations of places. Habibi Bordbari (2016), in her thesis titled
"Semiotics of the Element of Place in the Novels of Ibrahim al-Koni (The Two
Novels Al-Bi'r and Nazif al-Hajar as Examples) shows that al-Koni, through the
use of place, addresses the social, political, and cultural issues of desert-
dwellers. Places in these works can be categorized into various types such as
unlimited, intimacy, union, separation, multidimensional, elevated, mental, war-
related, social, inspiring, kinetic, religious.
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3. Research Method

This research is based on the theoretical foundation of the cultural semiotics of
place. According to this theory, when places move beyond their functional and
utilitarian roles, they become linked with historical, cultural, social, and
discursive codes. Therefore, considering the semantic significations of places,
they are categorized into types such as network/inductive place, continuous
place, spiral place, transcendental place, narrative place, reconfigured place,
phenomenal place, spatialization of place, and placialization (Shairi, 2012, pp.
219-251). In this research, first, spatial signs are extracted from Hassan
Roshan's narrative poem Do Chenar, and then they are analyzed based on the
theory of cultural semiotics of place.

4 .Discussion and Analysis
4.1. Placialization of Place in Nativist Discourse

In Do Chenar, Roshan recalls old city places and neighborhoods that, in their
initial state before destruction, had a functional, active role. However, the poet
refers to these destroyed spatial signs (place-being) as forgotten semiotic
spheres or those placed within a new semiotic system, which no longer have
active value. Instead, by transforming into a To become (L’ etat) place, they
contribute to the recovery of the poet's native culture.

4.2. Reconfigured Place

A reconfigured (narrative) place is one that, due to new discursive conditions
added to it, acquires characteristics of new meanings (Shairi, 2011, p. 108). In
Do Chenar, the reconfiguration of natural spatial signs and religious sites
reflects identity discourse and revolutionary discourse.
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4.3. Phenomenal Place

"Spatial thinking is dependent on feelings and emotions; emotions rooted in
the active presence of the subject in a place. The semio-semantics of emotions
has clearly shown that the body, with its powerful presence, affects place"
(Shairi, 2011, p. 109). This means that the presence of the subject/subjects
gives meaning to place. In Do Chenar, spatial signs that evoke historical
events transform into signs of phenomenal place and become linked with
ancient and contemporary historical discourses.

5. Conclusion

In Hassan Roshan's eco-poem Do Chenar, a diverse range of spatial signs is
employed, including references to ancient cities, old neighborhoods of
Bojnord, ancient and historical edifices of North Khorasan, religious sites, and
modern places. Examining the cultural semiotics of place in this narrative
poem indicates that the poet strives, through the associations evoked by
recalling these places, to revive the former semiotic sphere (the umwelt) of
his ancestors and reflect the nativist, historical, religious, and ethnic discourses
of his homeland. Thus, the subject/poet, by recalling activities that took place
in the old city neighborhoods such as Sabze Meydan, Owlang Owch Aghacha,
Shotorkhaneh, PayTub, Meydan Kaj, Kuche Bahar, Kuche Kariz, etc.,
removes these signs of places from their state of place-being and functionality.
By transforming them into spatialization and recreating their former
significations in connection with their inhabitants, he reinforces nativist
discourse and local culture. In this way, the names of neighborhoods, which
evoke rituals, traditions, celebrations, games, and past occupations and crafts,
resolve the discursive rupture created between the new and old generations
residing in Bojnord through the dynamic process of meaning-making.
Furthermore, natural places such as fountain of Pellmis, Hafrig, hill of Eshgh,
hill of Ilan in Do Chenar are reconfigured and signify identity discourse and
the characteristics of the city's inhabitants. Religious places such as the
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mosque reflect revolutionary discourse and political tendencies. Additionally,
in Do Chenar, places that recall historical and ethnic events transform into
phenomenal places and become linked with historical-ethnic discourses.
Places such as the city of Charmaghan, Espakho Temple, Salouk Castle, Narin
Castle, Salsal belonging to the Parthian and Sassanian eras, and places such as
Bagh-e Ilkhi, Bagh-e Favvareh, Howz-Khaneh, Pateh-Khaneh belonging to
the Qajar era evoke the historical discourses of each of these periods. Places
such as Aleppo, Kalat, Eshqabad, Caucasus, Khorasan gain meaning through
the existence and presence of the discourse of Kurdish ethnic traits—namely
freedom, perseverance, bravery, courage, contentment, and chivalry.
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