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Abstract

Affixation is one of the most productive word-formation processes in both Russian and
Persian, enabling the creation of diverse semantic nuances. Agentive suffixes — those
that derive nouns and adjectives denoting "doers" or "agents" of an action — play a
central role in expanding the lexical inventories of both languages. In Persian, suffixes
such as -ar, -gar, -gar, -an, and -ande are commonly used to form agentive
nouns/adjectives. In Russian, suffixes such as -tens, -app, -uMk, -1yk, among others,
serve a similar function but are exclusively noun-forming. This study focuses on two
Russian suffixes — -tenb and -appr — and their Persian functional equivalents. The aim
is to conduct a comparative analysis of these suffixes in terms of their semantic range,
derivational schemas, and cognitive representation, relying on two theoretical
frameworks: Liber’s (2004) Lexical- Semantic Framwork and Cognitive Grammer
(Langacker, 2008,2009)

Keywords: Affixation, Agentive Suffix, Cognitive Grammar, Generative Grammar,
Construal, Russian, Persian

! Corresponding author, Assistant Professor, Department of Russian Language, Faculty of
Literature, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran,

ORCID ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5630-6178; Email: v.rezvani@alzahra.ac.ir

Vol. 17, No. 4, Tome 94
pp- 203- 230
Winter 2027


mailto:rezvani@alzahra.ac.ir

204

Language Related Research 17(4), Winter 2027, 203-230

1. Introduction

Russian is considered one of the world's richest languages from a
morphological perspective. Affixation, as a means of expanding word-
formation niches, is a shared feature of both Russian and Persian, leading to
the emergence of new lexical items in the vocabularies of both languages.
Affixes can play three types of roles in word formation: (1) prefixes, (2)
infixes, and (3) suffixes. The present study focuses on suffixes that exhibit
various forms but share the core meaning of "agentivity." The number of
suffixes falling within the domain of agentivity in Persian and Russian is
considerable.

In Persian, the suffixes -ar, -gar, -gar, -an, and -ande are known as
producers of two grammatical categories: adjectives and nouns.

In Russian, the following suffixes play a similar role, with the difference
that they result exclusively in the production of nouns, regardless of the basic
units to which they attach (including infinitives and nouns): -menw, -ape, -uux,
-WUK, -HUK, -HUY-, K-, ~UY~, -IOX, ~CHOK, -VWIK-~, ~bIUK~-, ~OCMb, ~SK, -VH, -A4, -
YWy, -mejtb, -mop, -apo, ~Ucm

The primary concern of this study is to explain the morphological
convergence or divergence of these suffixes and the semantic range that each
suffix can generate through derivation with stems. As will be discussed in the
second section, considerable research has been conducted on affixation in
Persian and Russian; however, to date, no thesis or article has specifically
addressed this particular category of suffixes in a comparative Persian-Russian
framework.

This study aims to examine the process of word formation using
a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on the theoretical components
of Cognitive Grammar and the Lexical-Semantic Framework. To this end, 31
words produced through affixation were analyzed. Based on the cognitive
grammar framework, these words were decomposed into their basic structural
units, and the core components of these combinations were compared across
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both languages in terms of word-formation patterns (e.g., infinitive + suffix;
noun + suffix). Subsequently, using the Lexical-Semantic Framework, the
resulting semantic layers were classified.

Through semantic comparison and the correspondence of usage in Russian
and Persian, the study seeks to answer the following research questions:

a)To what extent do agentive suffixes in the two languages converge or
diverge?

b)Is it possible to form new words using existing affixes, considering the
perspectives of Generative Grammar and Cognitive Grammar?

c)Does semantic overlap allow for the reproduction of certain lexical
forms?

Hypothesis: The selected suffixes in this study, which share the semantic
domain of "agentivity," exhibit similar semantic correspondences in Russian
and Persian. However, the possibility of forming new words using the affixes
in question does not exist across all categories.

This article is divided into five sections. The introduction addresses the
problem statement. The second section examines the theoretical framework.
The discussion section provides a contrastive analysis of a number of selected
suffixes. The conclusion presents a summary of the findings.

2. Theoretical Framework

The study integrates two complementary frameworks: Lexical-Semantic
Framework (Lieber, 2004): Each lexical item consists of asemantic
skeleton (grammatical/semantic structure) and a semantic
body (pragmatic/conceptual content). This helps classify semantic layers
derived from affixation.

Cognitive Grammar (Langacker, 2008, 2009): Language is a product of
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human conceptualization. Meaning involves both conceptual content and a
specific construal — our ability to understand and represent a situation in
different ways. Word-formation patterns are seen as symbolic
structures pairing phonological and semantic units.

Constructional Schemas (Boij, 2016): Word-formation patterns are abstract
schemas consisting of form-meaning pairs. Each schema can be analyzed in
terms of:

a) Subschemas
b) Formal and semantic properties
c¢) Links between schemas and subschemas

d) Cognitive processes involved

3. Methodology

This research uses a descriptive-analytical method. A total of 31 derived
words were examined across both languages. The analysis proceeds in three
steps:

Morphological decomposition of each word into basic units (stem +
suffix);

Identification of underlying word-formation patterns (e.g., verb stem +
suffix, noun stem + suffix);

Semantic classification based on Lieber’s lexical-semantic tiers, followed
by a contrastive comparison of Persian and Russian equivalents.

4. Discussion and review
Suffix - mens

The Russian suffix -tenp attaches to verb stems and forms nouns denoting



207

Analysis of "Agentive Suffixes... Vajihe Rezvani

either: The agent (doer) of an action, or the instrument that performs an action

Persian  equivalents include:  -ande (e.g., nevisande "writer"),  -ar/-
gar (e.g., amiizgar "teacher"), Occasionally, Arabic infinitives or periphrastic
forms (e.g., moharrek "motor, mover")

[E -tenb| — [Agent/Instrument of the process of SEMi]

Persian, in contrast, uses multiple schemas depending on whether the
derived word refers to a human agent or a non-human instrument:

[ -ande] — [Human Agent of SEMi]
[ -kon] — [Instrument of SEMi]
[ -e¢] — [Instrument of SEMi]

Conclusion for -TeJib:
a)Formal convergence: Both languages use verb stem + suffix.

b)Semantic divergence: Russian -tenb produces only nouns; Persian -ande/-ar
can produce both nouns and adjectives.

c)One-to-one  correspondence is not always  possible (e.g.,
Russian /{sueamens — Persian moharrek uses an Arabic root, not a native
Persian suffix).

Suffix -aps

The suffix -app is historically derived from Latin -arius via Germanic
mediation. It attaches primarily tonoun stems and forms nouns denoting:
Profession, occupation, or habitual agent. Most words with -app are low-
frequency or archaic in modern Russian
(e.g., anmexaps "pharmacist", oubruomexaps "librarian", noumaps "postman"
— dated). Persian uses a wider range of suffixes to express similar meanings:


https://v.root/
https://v.past/
https://v.present/
https://v.present/
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1)- ¢i (borrowed from Turkic/Azeri) as in dariixaneci "druggist"
2)-dar as in ketabdar "librarian"

3)-saz as in baske-saz "barrel maker"

4)-gar as in Suresgar "rebel"

5)-ban as in darvazeban "gatekeeper”

The Russian schema is: [B -apb| — [Agent/Professional of SEMi]

Persian uses multiple schemas for the same semantic domain, many of
which are borrowed or now obsolete in everyday speech.

Conclusion for -apb:

a)Formal divergence: Russian -app attaches to nouns; Persian uses multiple
suffixes.

b)Semantic convergence: Both express profession/agency, but the
productivity of -aps is extremely low in modern Russian.

¢)Many Persian equivalents are also historical or dialectal (e.g., -¢i, -basi),
showing parallel diachronic development.

5. Conclusion

This research provides a cognitive-morphological contrastive analysis of
agentive suffixes in Russian and Persian. The main conclusions are:

1. Both languages use stem + suffix as the fundamental building block, but
the semantic and grammatical outcomes differ.

2. Russian relies on a smaller set of highly regular suffixes; Persian
employs a more heterogeneous set, including borrowings and multiple patterns
for the same meaning.


https://n.stem/
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3. Full equivalence is rare — translation often requires resorting to other
grammatical categories or periphrastic constructions.

4. The findings have pedagogical implications for teaching Russian
morphology to Persian speakers and for improving lexical selection in
translation.
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Table 1: Derivational word formation with the suffix -texnp in Russian and "-ar/-gar",
andeh" in Persian.
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Teth oot ST ©
ITucats i g nca+ TeJib i 5 et et
Bomurs ol Bomu+tens sl P P
Hckarb Ciean Hcka+Tennb I s P
To6emurs O 8y Tobenu+Tenn N e ek
Vuurs s gel Vuntrens W | P S5 5]
Crponrpb ol Crpontren s 3l s s
OtmpaBuTh Ol 3 Ornpasu+Tesb i, P P
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Table 2: Derivational word formation with the suffix -tesp in Russian and "-gar", "-
andeh", "-kon", "-eh" in Persian, as well as the use of Arabic infinitives.

WUnduantus ten OCHOBO rJ1arona+ Temp /G gladulas | 3zl 530
Lol sl |5 oe SEal e
RS gy | Ko slaok
oborpeBaThb o9S a8 O6GorpeBa+Tesb oStas S R
Beikiouars SUS hsela Bbikiroua+tTesnb Ak s
OtnpaButh Oolisyd Ornpapu-trenn sait a8 e e
CMecurs O9S bglas CMecu+Ten oSt Lglas sk S el S R e
3akpenurhb OO pSae 3akpenu-+Tesb RS e e
Vka3arb Sala ol Vkaza+Tean Stolas Ty
I'mymmrs OIS s o I'nymm+ress St A las sesfe s sfesfe o sfe s ofe s
JBuratpb ools =S HBura+renan st sPse— Soae
Jesats O3S Jas JHes+ Tenb Jole
Bocmurats 855 Bocnurat+rean =
Crnacarp oals slas Crnaca+trenb s b
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Lol 2l |5 oe SlEsal e

RS 0 ey Kaa slagbsy

IIpenonaBats OIS a3 IIpenonasa+resn LTSRS Guode

MBEICBITE oS Sé MeEIcnu+TeNnb

>0 o3 S 0 gl o suabiio cul peu )l sladolas SuiasLis aSY Jgan o st g0 Lwlio 5o
Los oe slatin; 5l o coad 5l Sl wiilas (UL TEITb) W gey b (ns)y (SN (K315
ol Jolie Julae 8315 SSou slagls)

PNV Solad Joaa aiile 4 (o (L5 09 Y Bolad Jsaa Ho g3l smala 5l sk
(D<[[X](v.pasyni-Tenb] €= [The agent who/which performs the process of SEMI;]>

O3l O woliie ujls s ldl (5 SaiK o sgie 40 Sl b o) (oline @il Lol i€ o (s 55m
sailen Lo ) Bolad Joan 59 (esli 5 roosn OS3ls 83l smales 55l spob 5o ol \ Jsaa
Y ilad Jan Lo o3l smali 8ol srob 5l s ple s slias 5uss Lol wsls spas (2B ole 4
ol alillae csld 0L 5o gasaa 5l sal 5,500k b

(2) <[[X]vpasyni-ande] €= [The object which performs the process of SEMI;];>

(3) <[[X](vpresentni-kon]<= [The object which performs the process of SEMI;]>
(4) <[[X]vpresentni-€] €=>[The object which performs the process of SEMI;];>

L)l 5 ol (pline 5 o500 Gads Olae s 59 bLS,! Sl Las ) sr sk (ol 5 Oy sl
Sad e sals plas o T slacla b o 5 258 s 51 eala o315 5 saite sbiae &) e Lo
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aea calinl H) gol ediw 5 5 980 e aladl 1 oS bslie Jae 4S ol (g5l (Shslas
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Table 3: Comparison of derivational schemas in Persian and Russian.
s3ls 30 03 @3lseala Sl b ol sladalas Ho g3l seala 5l b
1) AnTex+apb [[x]ni-app] [The agent | [[x]ni-chi] [The agent who/which performs
who/which  performs the | the process of SEMIi]> aala sl
process of SEMIi]>
2)bubnnorex+app | [[x]ni-aps] [The agent | [[x]ni-dar] [The agent who/which performs
who/which  performs the | the process of SEMIi]i> b
process of SEMI;i]>
3) Bountaps [[x]ni-apw] [The agent | [[x]ni-saz] [The agent who/which performs
who/which  performs the | the process of SEMIi]>;lu <
process of SEMIi]>
4)Byks+apb [[x]ni-apw] [The object | [[xIni-Ni] Lall +,6S (o) + ()
which performs the process
of SEMI;]>
5)bynT+apb [x]Ni-aps] [The agent | [x]Ni-gar] [The agent who/which performs
who/which  performs the | the process of SEMIi]j> < i s
process of SEMIi]j>
6)Bpar+ apb [[x]ni-apw] [The agent | [[x]ni-ban] [The agent who/which performs
who/which  performs the | the process of SEMIi]i> L s3) 5,9
process of SEMIi]>
7Bo3a+aphb [[x]ni-apw] [The object | [[x]ni-neshan] [The object which performs
which performs the process | the process of SEMIi]>¢ Lo dsac
of SEMIi]>
8)InaB+aph [[x]Ini-app] [The agent | [[xXINi-NiJos S s (pusl) +(as)
who/which  performs the
process of SEMIi]>
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Table 4: Low-frequency examples of words with the suffix -aps in the Russian language.

JIuk+aph/ s Kimou+app /b€ la 2I€ Tlour+apn/clsy 4l Jlex+app/cnh
3BoH+aph /sl | Koctapb/o) (= Tctapp/ok S Caunapp/ (b S5
3Hax+app /a5 TTnyr+app/o) a3 ITymk+apb/s> L5 Pri6+aps/ )= 4l

2l 1 s S lae 5 uiS o (55,50mAPb W gy SIS @ (5ol 5yl grob 5 (Sea

Y o) ladsan A s Lol cablad po a1 bie S5 sy oo 90 Ko oplie 4 WS o
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3508aS A gy JSu B Gulas Huas B -olas (Y Gial Hame S =—Lla (Y iala juas
oy Wipny 4 OlBe ol Blole oL Lo soliinl syse Base 5 8350l pusls oL 5
Oloal IS daela 5o was sladisn ek b aS s S oLl 53T/ (S5 ok O " Suaas £
(YN0 .m AYA casac) 55y 085S e (slimo 4 (ol (S35 5 gy b (65) 30 5ad] (558 53 (S 50
eSS glias .y oabasa (calas (aboule watile 5 0550 8sa mh 533G
S e (95 Gl 9 (e 550 LA s 5 S50 Sl LAl geuy Gol a3 S o olad
ol S 51 g b soliieal 83550l easls b3 5o LB 5 wilees 43S aly 4 age LS
el Lo spn Ly s -APB S gy b oo s Badaiilin OS50 5 5 003438 S aly (slass guuy ol 556l
O 09 5 9S s semua G831 i858 50wl (b 9 58 o, SIS a5 50 G851 Jals (ea 4
S aalio 5 waa sladin (gl Fala slas)lsrob Guia (nl wald Koo aaala 505,

s (o g pgs OLD Lo
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[[x]xi-chi]
[[x]nidar]
ot < [
Nl [[xhi-Ni]
[[x]ni-gar]

[[x]niban]
LY ni-neshan]

LAt gad 5o 080 po £y Saad B8 Lol 3u gane (oS plias olad s —TEIB W gy (pow o3 L3
S o s e by sl b 5 add b 55 s KES sliae Buae g 0pl b sad puuy 5o
03 ~TeNb +ad Sbiew oS53 50k bl 6o 520 Gle S © Ol e Sila (s

1dls o ey LG

/

[X] (v.past)Ni'ande]

[[x] (V.past)Ni'TeHB] <

[
[X](v.presentyni-kon]
[ >

7\] (v.present)N i-Ell‘]

[
[
[[xX](v.present)Ni-¢]
N
[Hopyuu+tens = ol

3aHAT = Hed L
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