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Abstract

This study examines the sensory (shushi), tensive, and actantial discursive systems in the story
of Ali Mish-Za, one of the most well-known Bakhtiari epic tales. Each of these systems
possesses its own distinctive features and structures, which play a significant role in the creation
of meaning and the lived experiences of the characters. The sensory discursive system
particularly focuses on the influence of emotions and affective states of sensing subjects.
Through a non-linear and indirect approach, this system explores how meaning is formed via the
interaction of sensing subjects with their environment and surrounding elements. In this regard,
two major subdomains-sensory-perceptual and tensive-affective-are introduced as key
components of this system. In contrast, the actantial discursive system emphasizes the active
actions of characters and, in a way, establishes balance and narrative structure. Actants operating
within this system act toward specific goals, and their movements are shaped by objectives and
intra-narrative conflicts. The tensive discourse bears a close resemblance to the sensory
discourse; however, the main distinction between sensory and tensive discourses lies in the
duration of the affective and sensory-perceptual states.Overall, the analysis of these discursive
systems demonstrates how their integration can contribute to the enrichment of a literary work.
By analyzing the story of Ali Mish-Za, this research shows that the characters of the tale go
beyond merely functioning as actants, and many of their behaviors and actions fall within the
sensory domain. The central issue of the present study is to examine and analyze the transition
and passage from the actantial system to the sensory system in the epic story of Ali Mish-Za.
This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and is conducted based on library
resources. Within this semiotic-discursive framework, and by drawing on sensory, actantial, and
tensive models, the study seeks to elucidate the relevant issues for the reader. The findings
indicate that the discursive system of this story is not limited solely to the characters’ actions;
rather, the meaning of the text is interpreted through various dimensions of interaction between
sensing subjects and actants with the environmental elements of the narrative.
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1. Introduction

In this study, the analysis of the epic story Ali Mish-Za is carried out with a focus
on the actantial, sensory (shushi), and tensive discursive systems. The main issue is
to examine how these systems are intertwined and how their mutual interaction
influences the narrative of the story. An examination of Bakhtiari tales from the
perspective of discursive systems shows that this community has not merely
confined itself to retelling stories; rather, by taking into account the emotions and
inner concerns of actants, they have infused their narratives with life and meaning.
The findings of the study indicate that many of the characters’ actions have
emotional roots, a fact that contributes to a better understanding of their behaviors
and motivations. Accordingly, this research investigates how sensory discourse
permeates the characters’ actions, demonstrating that emotions and affective
tensions significantly influence their decision-making processes and actions. In this
study, the analysis of the epic tale Ali Mish-Za is conducted with a focus on the
actantial, sensory (shushi), and tensive discursive systems. The main issue is to
examine how these systems are intertwined and how their reciprocal interactions
shape the narrative of the story. An examination of Bakhtiari tales from a
discursive-system perspective shows that this community has not merely confined
itself to retelling stories; rather, by taking into account the emotions and inner
concerns of the actants, they have endowed their narratives with vitality and
meaning.

The findings indicate that many of the characters’ actions have emotional roots,
which contributes to a deeper understanding of their behaviors and motivations.
Accordingly, this research explores how sensory discourse permeates the
characters’ actions, demonstrating that emotions and affective tensions
significantly influence their decision-making processes and actions.

Research Question(s)
In the present study, the researchers seek to answer the following questions:

— Which discursive systems are employed in the story of Ali Mish-Za?
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— Which of these systems are dominant?
— How are discursive values transferred from action to sensation or vice versa?

The hypothesis of this study is that the discursive system of this story is not
formed solely on the basis of the characters’ actions; rather, the meaning of the text
also depends on various dimensions of the relationship between sensing subjects
and the environmental elements.

2. Literature Review

Abdirad and Arslan Golfam (2023), in their study entitled “An Examination of the
Sensory Discursive Process in the Narrative of Unreal Worlds in Haruki
Murakami’s 1Q84,” conclude that meaning in a story is not produced solely
through actantial factors. They emphasize that sensory factors can also contribute
to advancing the narrative trajectory. Therefore, in analyzing narrative structure,
attention should be paid not only to actantial elements but also to affective and
sensory—perceptual factors that generate emotional tension.

Iranzadeh, Taifi, and Arian Nasir (2023) qualitatively analyze discursive
changes in Afghan novels and demonstrate that novels prior to the 2000s were
shaped by actantial discourse systems and prescriptive narratives. From this decade
onward, however, they shifted toward sensory—perceptual discourse and adaptive,
hybrid narratives. The novels Golnar and Ayineh exemplify these transformations.
Drawing on phenomenological semiotic—semantic theory, the authors examine
three main signs.

Shaeiri (2022), in an article entitled “A Semiotic—Semantic Perspective on
Lifestyle,” explores the concept of lifestyle, aiming to show that humans are
capable of changing their lifestyles when confronted with beliefs and during the
process of verification. The researcher concludes that humans, as the central axis,
move from a general and unstable state to another specific and programmable state.
In this process, as part of a semiotic—semantic dynamic, they engage in a challenge
with beliefs and values.
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Bahadivand Chagini et al. (2021), in an article titled “An Analysis of the Meaning-
Production Process in Wuthering Heights,” examine the production and reception
of meaning in the novel and divide discursive systems into two categories: action-
based and sensory-based. In this novel, the dominant discourse is cognitive, and
actions appear more prominent than sensory states in the narrative background. The
main characters, Heathcliff and Catherine, represent the sensory discourse of love
and the actantial discourse of revenge, respectively.

Tavakoli, Shaeiri, Rabiei, and Karimi Firoozjani (2020), in an article entitled
“An Analysis of the Process of Meaning Transfer in Translation Based on
Discursive Semiotic—Semantics (A Case Study: The Prophet translated by Hossein
Elahi Ghomshei),” demonstrate, using a descriptive—analytical method, that in the
translation of The Prophet by Kahlil Gibran, cultural elements of the source and
target languages play their roles based on discursive conditions and under the
influence of convergent and divergent semantic systems.

Nasiri, Motiee, and Amiri (2020), in their study “Reconstruction of Emotional
Meanings in the Discursive Evaluative Process of the Story of Abraham,” conclude
that meaning in this story is not only reproduced through sensory and actantial
discursive systems but also continuously sustained. Abraham (peace be upon him),
as a sensing subject, becomes an active actant in the process of meaning
construction and conceptualizes the truth of the deity within the framework of
actantial discursive systems, valuation, and meaning-making.

In an article by Bayatfar and Esperham (2020) entitled “An Analysis of
Discursive Systems in the Story of ‘“The Harpist Old Man,”” the discursive systems
present in this story from Rumi’s Masnavi are examined. The study shows that the
sensory system plays a significant role in the transformation of the character “the
Harpist Old Man,” who moves from a disordered state to an ordered one.
Furthermore, the attractiveness of the story lies in the presence of a sensory subject
and its potential for multiple readings.

Karimi and Bonyadi (2018), in an article titled “The Narrative Structure of the
Folk Tale ‘The Black Foal,”” analyze the underlying layers of the narrative system
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of this story from the perspective of discursive semiotic—semantics. They examine
six stages of the meaning-making process and the interaction between the prince
and the black foal, in which the two function as sensory and intelligent systems and
play a crucial role in changing situations. They also explain the transformation of
the foal from an instinctive being into a mythical and celestial actant as a
mechanism of transcendence.

Khorasani, Gholamhoseinzadeh, and Shaeiri (2015), in an article entitled “An
Examination of the Sensory Discursive System in the Story of Siavash,” argue that
the characters in this story go beyond the role of mere actants. Many of their
actions and behaviors can be analyzed within the framework of sensory discourse.
In other words, the characters’ external emotions are manifested through sensory—
perceptual discourse using the five senses, while their internal tensions and
emotions are explained through tensive—affective discourse.

In a study by Shaeiri (2007) entitled “An Examination of the Cognitive Levels
of Discourse,” two main levels of discursive cognition are identified: the formal
level and the abstract level. Formal cognition is associated with quantitative
cognition, whereas abstract cognition refers to qualitative cognition and is divided
into two subsets: program-oriented cognition (operational and actantial), which
leads to change and progress, and value-oriented cognition (analytical and goal-
driven). In contrast, another type of cognition exists that is neither operational nor
goal-driven and is primarily based on emotions and excitements; this is referred to
as sensory (shushi) cognition. Cognition is also dependent on referential and
cultural resources (individual or collective) and is shaped on the basis of beliefs.

3. Methodology

This study adopts a descriptive—analytical method and draws on library-based
research to examine the subject. Accordingly, by analyzing selected parts of the
story, the sensory—perceptual and affective infrastructures that lead to various
actions in the narrative are examined and discussed. It is worth noting that, due to
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the Greimasian discursive system’s reliance on Propp’s narratological theory,
certain aspects of these systems exhibit similarities to Propp’s model, which will be
addressed in the following sections. This correspondence can provide a clearer
understanding of the structure and content of the narrative.

4. Results

The present study examines the process of transition from tension to action and
vice versa. This model is particularly useful in structural and narrative analyses, as
it enables us to identify how tensions and various discursive elements contribute to
the formation of actions and reactions within a story. In the tale of Ali Mish-Za, the
narrator places a marked emphasis on the emotional and inner dimensions of the
characters, and this focus on affective aspects dominates the main course of the
narrative. For instance, the Seyyed compassionately prays for the king to be
granted a child; the stepmother’s love and desire for Ali Mish-Za are clearly
portrayed; and Ali Mish-Za’s affection for the black foal, along with the
stepmother’s resentment toward him, constitute key emotional focal points of the
story. The king’s anxiety over the fear of losing his wife and Ali Mish-Za’s sorrow
over separation from the foal further reveal the human dimensions of the
characters. Likewise, the young princess’s fondness for Ali Mish-Za and the
ridicule directed at him by the other princesses generate emotional tensions. Ali
Mish-Za’s distress caused by mockery, and finally the king’s astonishment and joy
upon discovering Ali Mish-Za’s true identity, clearly demonstrate the dominance
and influence of the sensory (shushi) discursive system, as well as the characters’
emotions and inner thoughts, throughout the narrative. These emotional moments
not only add depth to the characters but also illustrate a pattern of how emotions
shape their actions and interactions. In other words, the analysis of the story reveals
that many of the actions performed by actantial agents are grounded in emotional
infrastructures. Accordingly, this tale demonstrates the predominance of sensation
over action. In certain parts of the narrative, sensory states do not directly lead to
action; rather, each sensory state may give rise to a new one. This process results in
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the formation of multiple layers of sensory discourse within the narrative, thereby
adding greater depth and complexity to the story. Consequently, a multiplicity and
diversity of emotions and thoughts emerge among the characters, all of which
interact with one another.In fact, the vitality and dynamism of the protagonist
constitute central features of this system, driving the story toward new
transformations. Moreover, the presence of the actantial system functions as a
complement to the sensory system. An examination of the tensive system in the
story shows that the greater the number of sensory states experienced by a sensing
subject, the greater the pressure and tension imposed upon them. For example, the
stepmother, who is presented here as an affective sensing subject, endures
increased pressure and tension due to her love for Ali Mish-Za, which
consequently leads her to engage in various actions. By contrast, Ali Mish-Za
experiences less tension and decides to leave home only when the intensity of
tension reaches a critical level. This clearly indicates the direct influence of sensory
states on the behaviors and reactions of the characters
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1. emotional cue or trigger

2. Tension

3. action

4. Zellig Harris

5. Charles Francis Hockett

6. Vladimir Propp

7. Marcel Mauss

8.Claude Lévi-Strauss

9. George Dumézil

10. Roland Barthes

11. Paul Ricoeur

12. Algirdas J. Greimas

13. value object

14. prescriptive discourse system
15. expressive discourse system
16. subject

17. object
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