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Abstract

A significant issue in L2 context is the role of class participation structure in the
occurrence of incidental form-focused instruction (FFI) for teaching grammar (Lehrer &
Palincsar, 2004; Nassaji, 2010 & 2013). This study aimed at investigating the occurrence
of FFI in different teacher-student classroom participation structures and its efficacy in
the students' learning of the past tense of regular/irregular verbs during dictogloss tasks.
To this end, 32 pre-intermediate students from a total of 70 participants ranging in age
from 15 to 20 were recruited and subdivided into three groups (i.e., whole class, small
group, and individual). Dictogloss tasks were used as the classroom activity. The
interactions between teachers and learners lasting for two and a half months were
observed, audio-recorded, and coded. Finally, an individualized posttest was employed
one week after each classroom observation. The focus on form episode (FFE) was
utilized as the unit of analysis. The results indicated that EFE occurrences were not equal
across classroom participation structures and that the majority of FFEs took place in
individual interactions, which were predominantly teacher-initiated. The group-
independence Chi-square showed a significant relationship between the type of
participation structure and the occurrence of FFEs. Further analysis indicated that
although the majority of FFEs took place in individual interactions, the small-group
participation structure benefitted the most and the reactive FFEs and preemptive FFEs
were found mostly effective in the small-group and whole class participation structures,
respectively.
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1. Introduction

Surfing the literature on L2 instruction, Long (1998) has identified three main
options for teaching the grammar namely: focus on formS, focus on meaning,
and FonF. Focus on formS was a traditional approach in which the teachers
draw students’ attention to the grammatical forms and linguistic forms. Focus
on meaning emphasized the pure meaning-based activities with no attention to
form. But, as the last movement, Focus on form or FonF overtly draws
students’ attention to linguistic elements as they arose incidentally in lessons
whose overriding focus was on meaning or communication. The present study
was prompted to investigate the role of different types of student—teacher
participation structure (i.e., whole class, small group, individual) in the
effectiveness of incidental FonF instruction on the acquisition of regular and
irregular past tense during dictogloss tasks.

Research Question(s)

To address the main concerns of the study, the following research
questions were raised:

1. How often does incidental FonF occur in Iranian pre-intermediate EFL
classes?

2. Does the occurrence of incidental FonF vary according to the type of
student teacher participation structure (i.e., whole class, small group and
individual) in the performance of dictogloss tasks in Iranian pre-intermediate
EFL classes?

3. Does the effectiveness of incidental FonF on Iranian pre-intermediate
EFL classes in using regular and irregular past tense forms vary according to
the type of student—teacher participation structure in the performance of
dictogloss tasks?
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2. Literature Review

Nassaji (2013) examined the relationship between participation structure (i.e.,
whole class, small group, and individual) and incidental FonF in adult ESL
classrooms at three levels of language proficiency, that is, beginner,
intermediate, and advanced. The interaction between teacher and students
were audio-and video-recorded. The results indicated that both the occurrence
and effectiveness of incidental FonF varied according to the three different
types of participation structure. Following the model suggested by Nassaji
(2013), in this study the researchers intended to know whether the occurrence
of incidental FonF varies according to the types of student—teacher
participation structure (i.e., whole class, small group and individual) in the
performance of dictogloss tasks. In addition, the study investigated the
effectiveness of incidental FonF across contexts in using regular and irregular
past tense forms.

3. Methodology

A qualitative-quantitative descriptive research design was used to provide
answers to the research questions. There were three types of teacher-student
participation structure: whole class, small group (three), and individual. The
interactions between teachers and students in all three classes were audio-
recorded, transcribed, categorized and compared. Finally, an individualized
posttest based on each FFE was employed to each student one week after each
classroom observation and the target structure was the regular and irregular
past tense forms.

4. Results

A total of 1,529 FFEs were identified and coded during the observations.
Generally, the reactive FFEs were more frequent than the preemptive FFEs.
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Table 1

Frequency and percentage of types of FFEs across participation structures

Types of participation FonF Types of preemptive FFEs

structure
Reactive Preemptive Teacher- Student-initiated
initiated

Individual (n= 910) 552 358 (39.3%) 254 (70.9%) 104 (29.1%)
(60.7%)

Small-group (n= 443) 278 165 (37.2%) 119 (72.1%) 46 (27.9%)
(62.8%)

Whole class (n=176) 90 (51.1%) 86 (48.9%) 61 (70.9%) 25 (29.1%)

Total (n=1,529) 920 609 (39.8%) 434 (71.3%) 175 (28.7%)
(60.2%)

A group-independence Chi-square test was run to see if the occurrence of
incidental FonF varied according to the type of student—teacher participation
structure (i.e., individual, small-group, and whole class). The results were
statistically significant regarding the occurrence of reactive and preemptive
FFEs (X2: 7.31, df= 2, p= .026), with an effect size of w= .069, which is a
rather small effect size.

To examine the effectiveness of FonF, the individualized posttests were
analyzed. A group-independence Chi-square test was run to see if the
effectiveness of incidental FonF varied according to the type of student—
teacher participation structure.

Table 2.
Chi-square results comparing the correct test scores on individualized posttests across
participation structures

Pearson Chi- Continuity
Square Correction Likelihood Ratio
Val. Sig.(2- Val. Sig.(2- Val. Sig.(2-
Groups tailed) tailed) tailed) Phi
Correct  Individual/small- 2529  .000 2467 .000 2528 .000 -.153

answer  group
Individual/whole class .159 .690 115 735 .159 690 012

Small-group/whole 35.28 .000 34.61 .000 35.52 .000 .165
class
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The results were statistically significant between the individual and small-
group interaction regarding the number of the correct answers brought by
FFEs (X2= 24.67, df= 1, p= .000), with an effect size of phi=-.153, which is a
rather small effect size. The results were also statistically significant between
the small-group and whole-class interactions regarding the number of the
correct answers brought by FFEs (X2= 34.61, df= 1, p= .000), with an effect
size of phi= .165, which is a rather small effect size. The results, however,
were not statistically significant between the individual and whole-class
interactions regarding the number of the correct answers brought by FFEs
(X2= 115, df= 1, p=.735), with an effect size of phi= .012, which is a very
small effect size

5. Discussion

The first research question dealt with the frequency of types of incidental FFEs
in Iranian EFL pre-intermediate classes. The results of the study confirmed that
incidental FonF took place quite frequently in all the three participation
structure. The second research question dealt with the relationship between the
frequency of types of incidental FFEs and participation structure in using
dictogloss tasks. The results showed that the majority of incidental FFEs
occurred in individual interactions. The final research question dealt with the
relationship between participation structures and the effectiveness of incidental
FonF dealing with dictogloss tasks. The target feature was regular and irregular
past tense forms. The findings indicated that incidental FonF helps students
develop their grammatical accuracy.

6. Conclusion

The study showd that incidental FonF and student—teacher participation
structures had a significant effect on students’ use of regular and irregular past
tense forms during the performance of dictogloss tasks. The results
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demonstrated that the majority of FFEs took place in individual interactions
and the proportions of different types of incidental FonF were not equal across
student-teacher participation structures. Moreover, the findings indicated that
the effectiveness of incidental FonF would vary across classroom participation
structures in terms of students’ use of regular and irregular past tense during
dictogloss tasks. Although the majority of FFEs took place in individual
interactions, students responded correctly to the higher rate of individualized
posttest items that occurred in small-group interaction. In sum, a relationship
was found between incidental FonF and different types of student-teacher
participation structures in using dictogloss tasks in Iranian pre-intermediate
EFL classes.
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Table 2: Frequency and percentage of types of FFEs across participation structures
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Table 3: Chi-square results for the types of FFEs across participation structures
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Table 4: Chi-square results comparing the types of FFEs across participation
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Table 5: Frequency and percentage of correct test scores on individualized posttests
for the FFIs across participation structures
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Table 6: Chi-square results for the correct test scores on individualized posttests
across participation structures
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Table 7: Chi-square results comparing the correct test scores on individualized
posttests across participation structures
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EFL (English as a Foreign Language)
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Incidental Focus on Form (FonF)
Reactive

Classroom Participation Structure (CPS)
Episode

Krashen’s input hypothesis (i+1 input)

. Implicit

10. Explicit

11. Long's interactionist hypothesis

12. Planned

13. Preemptive

14. Teacher-initiated

15. Student-initiated

16. CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning)
17. Wajnryb

18. Richards, Platt & Platt

19. Nabei

20. Flesch-Kincaid

WO E L=

c.}l;m A

Golid s ol a,sasb Lab (WWAA) L S s 6,S) 5 ey qsme o pdluan @
(Pl laslica . S5 )3 50Tb5 Bl BaE Glo) cmn 1 S yalend 5 XS pale
A=EY (\) Y



15

? oS S L et i SASes 5 o S
20N

5 S adal 550 5SE (VEr) L Gmdie 5 s e o RAluan
sloliven Q) Bulis B olo) bueli o 5 saelBly Jladl (55800 5 e s33b

Neo-AYY (V)4 (5L
References

e Abbasian, G., & Mohammadi, M. (2013). The effectiveness of dictogloss in

developing general writing skill of Iranian intermediate EFL students. Journal of

Language Teaching and Research, 4(6), 1371-1380. doi:10.4304/jltr.4.6.1371-1380.

e Alcén, A. (2007). Incidental focus on form, noticing and vocabulary learning in the

EFL classroom. International Journal of English Studies, 7(2), 41-60.

doi:10.6018/ijes.7.2.48981

e Asadi, B., & Gholami, B. (2014). Incidental focus on form in an EFL talk-show

class. Procedia — Social and Behavioral Sciences, 98, 267 — 275.doi:

10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.03.416

® Basterrechea, M., & Mayo, P.G. (2014). Dictogloss and the production of the English
third person —s by CLIL and mainstream EFL students: A comparative study.
University of Murcia. International Journal of English Studies, 14(2), 77-

98.doi:10.6018/5.177321

e Cho, Y. W. (2008). The effectiveness of incidental focus on form for English
learning in text based online chat. English Teaching, 63(3), 231-

257.doi:10.15858/engtea.63.3.200809.231

e Dobakhti, L., & Khorrami, S. S. (2020a). The Effects of focus on form approach via

dictogloss technique on developing linguistic competence of Iranian EFL learners.

Iranian Journal of English for Academic Purposes, 9(2), 57-71.

e Dobakhti, L., & Khorrami, S. S. (2020b). An exploration of focus on form
instruction on grammatical competence of Iranian EFL learners utilizing input

enhancement technique. Journal of Modern Research in English Language Studies,

7(4), 25-53.

L
P



ayv

Soess

Dornyei, Z. (2007). Research methods in applied linguistics. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Douglas, D. (2001). Performance consistency in second language acquisition and
language testing research: A conceptual gap. Second Language Research, 17, 442-
456. doi: 10.1177/026765830101700408

Ellis, R. (2003). Task-based language learning and teaching. Oxford University
Press.

Ellis, R., Basturkmen, H., & Loewen, S. (2001). Preemptive focus on form in the
ESL classroom. TESOL Quarterly, 35(3), 407-32.

Ellis, R., Basturkmen, H., & Loewen, S. (2002). Doing focus-on-form. System, 30,
419-432.d0i:10.1016/S0346-251X(02)00047-7

Esmaili, M., & Sadeghi, K. (2020). The effect of direct versus indirect focused
written corrective feedback on developing EFL learners’ written and oral skills.
Language Related Research, 11(5), 89-124.

Ghaedrahmat, M., Mohammadnia, Z., & Gholami, J. (2019). Preemptive focus on
form in linguistic features of Aviation English classes: Uptakes following teacher-
initiated vs learner-initiated focus on form episodes. Iranian Journal of English for

Academic Purposes, 8(3), 34-417.

e Iee, J. (2018). Tracking individual change in Willingness to Communicate: A

comparison of whole class, group, and dyadic interactions across two classroom

contexts. English Teaching, 73(3), 29-52.

e Tehrer, R, & Palincsar, A. S. (2004). Research Essays: An Introduction and

Invitation. Cognition and Instruction, 22(3), 291-
292. https://doi.org/10.1207/s1532690xci2203_1

e Lehrer, R, & Palincsar, A. S. (2004). Research Essays: An Introduction and

Invitation. Cognition and Instruction, 22(3), 291-292. https://doi.org/10.1207/
$1532690xci2203_1

RN i g gy OV ) T ilat I S sl

sk



19A

DS S Lk Lokl Kt 5 a5

Loewen, S., & Sato, M. (2018). Interaction and instructed second language
acquisition. Language Teaching, 51(3), 285 - 329.

Long, M. (1991). Focus on form: a design feature in language teaching methodology.
In K.de Bot, R. Ginsberg, & C. Kramsch (Eds.), Foreign Language Research in
Cross Cultural Perspective (39-52). Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Long, M. (1998). SLA: Breaking the siege. Hawai’i Working Papers in ESL, 17,
79-129.doi:10125/40796

Long, M. (1998). SLA: Breaking the siege. Hawai’i Working Papers in ESL, 17,
79-129.doi:10125/40796

Mayo, P.G. (2002). The effectiveness of two form-focused tasks in advanced EFL
pedagogy. International Journal of Applied Linguistics, 12(2), 156-175.
doi:10.1111/1473-4192.t01-1-00029

Nabei, T. (1996). Dictogloss: Is it an effective language learning task? Working
Papers in
Educational Linguistics, 12(1), 59-74.

Nassaji, H. (2010). The occurrence and effectiveness of spontaneous focus on form
in adult ESL classrooms. The Canadian Modern Language Review, 66(6), 907-
933.d0i:10.3138/cmlr.66.6.907

Nassaji, H. (2013). Participation structure and incidental focus on form in adult ESL
classrooms. Language Learning: A Journal of Research in language Learning,
63(4), 835-869.doi:10.1111/1ang.12020

Nassaji, H. (2015). Qualitative and descriptive research: Data type versus data
analysis. Language Teaching Research, 19(2), 129-132.

Nassaji, H., & Fotos, S. (2007). Issues in Form Focused Instruction and Teacher
Education. In H. Nassaji& S. Fotos, (Eds.), Form-focused instruction and teacher
education: Studies in honour of Rod Ellis (7-15), Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Philips, S. U. (1972). Participant Structures and Communicative Competence: Warm

L
P



144

Soess

Spring Children in Community and Classroom. In C. Cazden, V. John, & D. Hymes
(Eds.), Functions of language in the classroom (370-394). New York: Teachers
College Press.

Pouriran, Y., & Mukundan, J. (2012). A comparison between experienced and
novice teachers in using incidental focus on form techniques in EFL classrooms.
International Journal of Applied Linguistics & English Literature, 1(6), 287-
296.doi:10.7575/ijalel.v. 1n.6p.288

Quick Placement Test User Manual (2001). Oxford University Press & University of
Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Richards, J. C., Platt, J., & Platt, H. (1992). Longman dictionary of language
teaching and applied linguistics. London: Longman.

Saeedakhtar, A., Abdi, R, & Akbari, A. (2021). The effect of focused and unfocused
written corrective feedback on the accuracy of Iranian learners’ simple past tense.
Language Related Research. 12(1), 43-80. . [In Persian]

Saeedakhtar, A., Abdi, R, & Moradpour, Z. (2019). The effect of metalinguistic
corrective feedback and revision on the accuracy of English regular and irregular
simple past tense. Language Related Research. 9(6), 123-155. [In Persian].

Schmidt, R. (2001). Attention. In P. Robinson (Ed.), Cognition and Second
Language Instruction (3-32). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Swain, M. (1993). The output hypothesis: Just speaking and writing aren't enough.
The Canadian Modem Language Review. 50(1), 158-64.

Tabak, 1., & Baumgartner, E. (2004). The teacher as partner: Exploring participant
structures, symmetry, and identity work in scaffolding. Cognition and Instruction,
22,393-429.

Talebi, Z., & Gholami, J. (2012). The effect of reactive vs. student-initiated focus on
form on EFL students’ production of uptake. Modern Journal of Language Teaching
Methods, 2(3), 144-154.doi:10.30813/jelc.v7i2.1025

RN i g gy OV ) T ilat I S sl

sk



Yoo

S S Lk el 2T HKer 5 o 5 fi

SO

Wajnryb, R. (1990). Grammar dictation. Oxford University Press.
Zohrabi, M., & Tahmasebi, Z. (2020). A study of the effect of dictogloss as a
medium of form-focused instruction on vocabulary versus grammar development of

Iranian EFL learners. Applied Research on English Language. 9(2), 183-204.



