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Absterct
Conceptual blending is a creative application to explain concepts that go beyond

effectiveness in news headlines of newspapers in different genres by referring to the
theory of conceptual blending. For this purpose, 1000 news headlines from the

Varzeshi newspaper have been examined. The headlines with conceptual blending

drawing a grid. Out of 1000 news headlines examined in each genre, 240 in the
economic genre, 160 in the political headline and 80 in the sports headline are in line
with the theory of blending. According to the results, it seems that due to the
intertwining of people's daily lives with the economy, the use of blending in the
economic genre is more than the other two genres, and among the blending types, the
single-scope type has a higher frequency than the other types in all three genres.
Double-scope type blending has been observed due to its more complex structure than
the lower frequency single-scope blending. It was also found that simple type blending
has very low frequencies in all three genres. In the study of news headlines, due to the
association-orientation mechanism of the type of mirrors, there are very few of them in
each genre.
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simply combining structures and raw data. The present article tries to examine its

Donyaye Eghtesad newspaper in the economic genre, 1000 news headlines from the
Ebtekar newspaper in the political genre, as well as 1000 headlines from the Hadaf

were identified in them and also their type and number were explained and drawn by
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1. Introduction

Fauconnier and Turner (1998) elaborated Conceptual Blending Theory by
using the theories of conceptual metaphor and mental space as tools to show
the imaginative nature of conceptualization. They believe that the role of
imagination in the meaning-making process, especially the creative aspects of
meaning-making, is undeniable. In this way, it can be said that the news
headline is one of the categories that creativity in creating meaning is one of
its characteristics due to its specific coordinates, and perhaps it can be
considered that the theory of conceptual blending can be a suitable platform
for imagination and expression of this creativity. In this research, how this
concept works as an efficient theory in analyzing linguistic data and
explaining the emerging meaning in it is discussed. To achieve this goal, the
authors intend to describe and analyze the news headlines of economic,
political, and sports newspapers as popular topics based on the Conceptual
Blending Theory to determine which genre has the least and most use of
conceptual blending in the headlines. What is the reason for this little and
increasing use of blending in making titles? Also, the comparison of the types
of conceptual blending, the frequency of their occurrence, and the reason for
the existence of different frequencies of these types in the studied genres will
be discussed by presenting sufficient examples.

2. Literature Review

Fauconie and Turner proposed the theory of conceptual blending in 1998, and
in 2002, they fully introduced this theory in the book The Way We Think.
Other linguists and researchers presented research in linguistic and non-
linguistic conceptualization of this theory. Coulson et al. (2000) studied the
basics of conceptual blending as a theory for constructing meaning online and
examined this theory from the perspective of linguistics, psychology,
computer science, and neurobiology. Grady and Coulson (1999) introduced
the mechanism of two theories of conceptual metaphor and conceptual
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blending. They also listed the similarities and differences of these two
theories. Hedblom et al. (2016) state that image schemas are considered as
fundamental cognitive patterns and the combination of two theories of
conceptual blending and image schemas has a significant impact on creative
thinking in humans. In the Persian language, researchers have examined the
data of this language in the field of conceptual blending, including Sadeghi
(2012) in his article entitled "Integration of writing and image in literary texts
based on the theory of conceptual blending” and how meaning is formed in
literary works. Pardel et al. (2016) in their article, which was published in the
Journal of Language Inquiry, discussed how the author and the reader produce
and understand emergent meanings in the white poem from the perspective of
conceptual blending. In his analytical and descriptive review of a poem by
Groos Abdulmalikian, he has shown that this theory is well suited to the
cognitive description and explanation of how to create and read poetry.

3. Methodology

In this research, a total of 3000 economic, political, and sports titles from the
newspapers of the world of economy, initiative, and sports purpose were
analyzed in the summer and autumn of 2016. Of these, 240 economic titles, 160
political titles, and 80 sports titles have blended and can be described and
analyzed with the Conceptual Blending Theory. After determining the presence
of blending in the titles of each genre, the researchers investigated the type of
blending in each title and after that, they examined the frequency of occurrence
of each type to determine which is the most type of blending used in the titles
and the reason for the high frequency of that type. Also, in order to be clearer
and better understand the mechanism of this theory, we chose one title from
each type of blending in each genre and then explained how the blending was
formed. After explaining each title, we have drawn the networks related to them
along with interstitial mappings.
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4. Results and Conclusion

Newspaper titles in the economic genre have the highest frequency of
conceptual blending compared to the political and sports genres. The reason
for this should be considered in the wide range of the audience of this genre,
as we know that the economy is one of the main pillars of society and is tied to
people's livelihood and covers a huge part of our daily life, so it can be said
that readers with interest, follow economic issues and are understandable to
the general public. Another reason is that in the last decade, we have witnessed
more instability in the field of economy, which provides a suitable platform
for journalists to create creative titles, and journalists encourage the reader to
read and follow economic issues by using blending.

In the political genre, there is less conceptual blending observed in the
construction of titles compared to the economic genre. The reason for this can
be found in the fact that political issues involve different individuals, parties,
and factions. Journalists, to maintain job security, have limitations in using
conceptual blending in title construction, which may include more figurative
meaning, and prefer to use clearer titles to prevent multiple interpretations.
Another reason is that political subjects require more explicitness in speech,
and journalists prefer to prioritize transparency. Perhaps the use of conceptual
blending in titles may distract the reader's mind from the main message, so
they try to construct titles with fewer conceptual blendings.

In the analysis of data, sports genre titles have the least amount of
conceptual blending. This can be attributed to the relative clarity of sports
events, which do not provide much room for interpretation and critique.
Additionally, a sports news article focuses more on reporting the news or
presenting the outcome of a sports event, and the audience, which consists of a
narrower spectrum, is mostly interested in the results of the competition rather
than the details. They can even get informed about the results through other
media outlets. Therefore, the sports genre includes fewer audiences compared
to the political and economic genres, where the audience seeks interpretation
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and analysis of the news by experts.

Conceptual blending of the single-scope type has the highest frequency in
all three genres because one of the rules that journalists consider for writing
proper headlines is the quadrilateral rule, which includes factors such as
relevance, simplicity, clarity, and attractiveness. It seems that single-scope
blending has all four factors of this rule, so the writer, through creative
headline construction, aims not only to convey information but also to
highlight the headline and attract the reader to follow the article. Since single-
scope blending only involves one of the inputs in shaping the blending, and
that input is represented in the form of a concrete domain and has physical
characteristics, it is easier for the reader to understand. Single-scope blending
does not have the simplicity of simple blending type that only focuses on
conveying information and does not have the complexity of double-scope
blending type. Therefore, this type of blending has the highest frequency.
Double-scope conceptual blending has a very low frequency in the headlines
of all three genres. This type of blending has the highest creativity and
complexity. Since both inputs play a role in shaping the blending, i.e., both the
concrete or experiential domain and the abstract domain, as well as the
emergent meaning that arises in the blending space, it makes the headline
more complex and harder to understand, and perhaps analyzing it is beyond
the patience of the reader. Therefore, journalists prefer to use this type of
blending less.

According to the tables, simple concept blending has very few frequency of
occurrence in news headlines. This low frequency is due to the structure of
this type of blending, which includes two forms of role and value. Often in
news headlines because journalists assume that the reader is aware of the roles
and values of the people who are at the top of political, economic, and sports
affairs, there is no need to mention both formats in the headline. Pay attention
to these news headlines: a. All the president's men (in this news title, only the
role format is mentioned); b) Biden's plan for regional partners (in this news
headline, only the value format is mentioned). Observing these titles is proof
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of the claim that in many titles either the role format or the value format is
used. The conceptual blending of the mirror type has rarely been observed in
the titles.
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The Conceptual Metaphor Model of the News Headline “ The Second Disease of
Iran’s Economy “
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The Conceptual Blending of News Headline “ Political Amphibians”
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The Conceptual Blending of News Headline “7he Saga of Melbourne Syrians”
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Figure 12
The Conceptual Blending of News Headline “Nafi Team, Refugees Camp "



FA

B s Koresl bl e IS

2 S

SoSdaila g oaa D
cdlos 5 asede (Sidael Lk 4 @i ol e quals OLES Gaglie Jalas 5o oSl
potde 4 Oane g sabild 5815 6l 1) FAnlia 5 a5l LS el g, ool
Sloeds oo (Sidael oS i Gl fin sol Gl © B L wosln vsay © LB U, 50
Olsieds Gl) B 5 bl G 5 dee s 4 Aall bl bee 5 glee gane )

310 ps e il (5 s B uSnie

IlKan 5 LS ok 5

SN Jgua

Table 1

General
NV Siael ulaas Olsie glaas I3
" e Ve ool
Yt \x ye- (galasl
A A+ Ve 03
1 SA- Yoo K

Ol Ol ol 438 K108 gy ass0 50 Cslie Yoe e ol S hjlad Joaa 0 aa s b

sobis 15 50 0 en ge oo sgie (KAl ulaad oS il pibic 15 G bogaye Glsie Lla wlaad
G Logiye sie SI5a 3l aaand € S50 1y eolion Gpslie K 31 w0 VT S e 5500 11
Iy salaisl cpglie JS 5 aem o Y8 o€ caal o sgde (Siasal (sl)ls o)lgie Y6+ (sulaisl Jil3
Siael shils Glgie Ar e gdidss S5 59 sadi s Olaie LI3a 3 Oxined 5 usd oo Jolt

...\AJ‘_;Aum\g‘J)l‘S&:\‘JJJ\PJA&:\JuLbS‘}‘MJJ A S o U_AJ.@A.A

@bl 3157 Jgua

Table 2
Economic Genre
&8s 58 sloysass sl suleu (g3laidl L;Z;:.J X
\- YY1 $ Y. alass
ARN Zasan 7 AR ALK RV




$4

VEo¥ did] 5 oy (VA _glu) T 8ylan V£ 5555 ‘,J@;du,ueg

2 S
shly golaiBl lgie YE- slaad 5 s gd o saaline ¥ b lad Jgaa o S 5 shilas

(e +) @l Olsie a0 1.0) soles £53 31 Olsie & (amsn Ve v) oo sgde Siasel

b 315 Jgaa

o

Table 3
Political Genre
&18395 99 $185 S lasl sule seulbacs Siaal g
\Y \go \ Y Ve slass
7V.0 7. Ay AN ARE ARE RV

Gl b Gloie V1o slaad 3 wgd o saalie ¥ 5 lad Jyun so € shiles
SY) Gl Glaie V (aes0) Yo) sole g 3 Glsie ¥ (amns Voe) esgde (Sidse]

sl (glo) 9m 90 £95 O) (wmdV0 ) lsie VY 5 (s yn A+ ) slo)aSS ol gie V€0 (wmy0

209 A5 ¥

Table 4
Sports Genre
slodsn g SlessnsSs sl sal P3EY) Sl g
Vo \ ¢ A alaas
/e 74y .vo VAR 70 ARE RV

@8 o8 Olsae A ulaad 5l s e oo sualie & 3 lad Jaa Hu S shilas

V.¥0) sl olsie \ om0 o) sules s 5l lsie £ famyo Vov) osphe (Sidl
ol (185 9m 50 893 Sl (s a0 ) Glsie ¢ 5 (wasu ATVO) (sla) 5SS o)l sie Vo (im0
Siael waliw (p st gobialil 515 50 Liaslidg, aglie ) Slad Jyoa G

s, LIS 4 cul suls palialal w4 fios 5 el S5 0 cuad 1 e sehe
SLaT8l ails o S philan wminails 5 onl cblae gy i 5o b 1y el ol s
S5 Ol padie (BAs g es08 oS ause Srduas b ol daela Lol IS5 5 (S



B s Koresl bl e IS

2 S

ole s g0 (50 Ble b (U1 sA oS wiS Gl 85 g0 Gy el 4888 5050 15 Lo 5500,
ol aay 5o 4l Ko i el agd LB auye agae sl g S e Jlia 1, guliasl
ln L el Sl 5ol (pl € afas olalll Lued Lo odm Sl wals
S saliial b LKl s, 5 wosloe palnd 3IA aslie calu cga LKLY,
S o (galaill ole g 50 (50K 5 GG Lt 5 1 sabla  (Sida]

A3 4 e 65368 wolaw b gnslic calar o e sgie (Siauel ¢ pusliss 15 50
59 el Jilis <€ LT 31l €55 ol 5o ol 1 e el st sualitia goliats)
cale L i el Bin gl LR ol oslite slaclia 5 ldal Wil <
ol il it U glias 5ulus0 Wl € o sgho (Sidnal 5l suliid b olsic
Aordgs Gaslie B aas oo a8 Glluy Hanld G 6o sl 5 ol cusgane
5ol soide W calie G Ol pabin ole ps e @Sl Sou ade S salatnl
29 et (Siasal 8IS Wl 5 s 518 slyl 5o 1) cudlis sas e a5 KA
L Cpsbie walu o rw (plnls S 50 5a ol alla; 51 sail sa 8 )l sie
I8 6538 oo sede sla K3l (5,81

son 1) pesphe (K3l slaxd G 3aS B35y S5 Gslie dasals Jla3 o
ooss lid e 4 4 58 ol 1) pade Olsee JYuad ool b el sols paliaial
Ay el 5 oo 6l e 5o DB Al 5o pdos sladlu g, s
S dad® ol b s Ole s i GB55s n S al e Gaddl sl e pal b
Sas e K3 1 Gliblie 51 s 3aS b oS pluiedide Lo 5l 235 sl
S 9 WS a B hale Garasin © s La55 ol B Jlis 4 R
305 15 Ol st e wlilis @l 3 aa Koo Ldla, Gob 3 515
Jalas g el Jlio 0 5T Lo Hliblie S golaBdl 5 puliw s Sos 313 50 0 2
Wediee Joldi 1 55568 pliblae wiiiws suyy GLulii S b5 s

Gl Ol sl iy aslews 5 (nslie wlans 4 A 5 € 5T ¥ Blad Syl L aa s b
Lo 58 5 1y el (st (sled S5 g9 Ol paseie (SiAael @S u gl pe by, livus

i sl oL 4S gael 5 5 S 4 o ol @ amnasl suls polaal ssa 4 I3

IlKan 5 LS ok 5



\a!

L

Erz'r.ua_,/JM‘(w\‘gL_,)uJunz;JJ., ‘,J@;du,ueg

2 S

byl idols oF sla, St oS el palis )l Buell wyS e Jliye ool Glgie
Sl o8 sl S espde (Sianel € wije S G ol calia  cailin ((Sole
JED s asMle psblic BENE cala b st Koy shts bl |y sacls ol 556
Lol 5ol 1 Gllas a8 i 4 sail s Qla 5 olsie oS a5 ae oleMb
Ol 5 asls o8 Sl asdSa Ho laulsigye 5 (S ks gla)snS  Siauel e «
Onlls aicua (S8 sla S5 slols g asdi o suls lis Jue 8)5a QB Lo slaig s
3 b (Sols 4 sl s sanSs (S5aueT wily 5o sl it sl s (gl oo ol s
1 sl sm s (Sidsel calu Sage € 5 03he oledbl JE! € by  sule g
sl suls Golaial s sa 4 1y wolews oyt (Siaal £53 0ol shiie (yaat 45 el

song A5 L 58 Gaslie Hu aS lis weliw b slodsnga g5 ) (oo sede (Siaual
534S 2lasT 5l asla 1) (Sa Glose 5 IS (i b (Sidasl g5 cpl ool
Brom ad ey sl (i (SiAel A0Sl 5o uliigu 9o 58 glesea so (Sidel cala
Ssa 0 330 slad 5o oS g sk sliae (pinan 5 o0 8 aa 5 (a3 b Gue
ol delas il 5 asdie o Soda Koo Olsie (Sway Sl paanes wlige
g ol O € ol Gl s JEbyg, ma s el wdl s sabla s
S salifnl j3aS [ Siae

o9 gagans Dl e85 welew suli g3 3 oosede (Siduel ladsen € S L
99 ol € il o (Sidasl pov opl SBALL Judots oS walews Gal wols sa (slae
o2 15 A58 OISl 5 Sl Jals & s md Gaslie 5o Wl o) (35,0 5 3 B
oy 534S a3 sl 5 LGS s sal) susia B saiilpa & 5,8 e 55
39 o S 4 (ol Gl b s 88l il HI08 pahss 5 ulall (b 5 sl
Ol 03) S 98ty lase dan Al s a5 (5508 (polie Gl 4 s Olsie 5o B
el ov) dlie S50 gl Gl LB (o (owl swd S3 I8 QB LS A olie
59 4 cacaleas ool s ol cpslie ool Baaliie (cual sacd K3 b5,0 I b ud ol gie
o ealiil GB551 QIB SHL 5 B8 QB TG G slie S ok

Gaas b ) ol sk saaliie Gglie o oonia hil g6 5 o sgie (Sids]

o



\Al

B e o] 4 e IS

A S

Ondiy sladlu 5o oS el M sl g, Sl Job slasgoe ((Sidael g5 ool SlALL
S ol ol g, @ sa ol g0 ol suk & 4 see OLA;‘JJSILASA‘JC‘U-U‘ Cas gy £ 89 0
Ll 5 soliaal b 5 syl Sotde obine LB slassy o opl el suls £ Jla oley oo
Soge g, 99 S goub gl oo 8058 ol Glo T e LIS S o0
2l Gl S oo Sl i s oS Jlaial Judods (g g oo G8S D 50 pledas
o2 esdle sl e s o0 Caglie su (Siaael g Gal wosliie lad o sy SHide
g8y 4 Gail Gloy Lo S cl iy, S eld Gl (Sl € sl Sl

ol Olesad (golusgs g8 sbiae 4 Ml wolay an (el 51 4S | glailan ol € sy

sl 3 o1 Gl S 4 gl slewiass b oad € sl usas suilsa gl Jlaal
Solsda adiil A (ad o 1) andly s 3Lkl 5 (olwandd Glo) udX Gaiaes o il
daaliye g oy oT b1 was 31 LLS ) w53 ges sail g 4S sl &y guo Cpl o S o
‘)l:u.u:\ s Hd &MT CJQ C)f‘ Qﬂ“)..\t\:\ VY SJJ &‘\5.&0 oAl ;‘ b J&ML}\}JJ JJ.AAEA

Ca.l.u‘bJ‘J&LAL‘JJ&@GJA&Q&J&CQ&LJG‘J?GJS’:SJM

L‘bc;uﬁy‘;,g s

cognitive linguistic
cognitive semantics
conceptual blending
emergent
Fauconnier, G.
Turner, M.
conceptual metaphor
mental spaces

. conceptualization
10. Coulson,s.

11. Grady.J.

12. Hedblom,M.M.
13.image schema

14. Fillmoer,Ch.

15. Lakoff, G.

16. formal linguistics
17. conceptual domain
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18. symbolic units
19. Chomsky,N.

20. embodied
21.on-line

22. metonymy

23. encycoepedic meaning
24. categirization

25. prototype

26. Johnson,M.
27.source domain
28. target domain

29. mapping

30. conceptual passage
31. space builders

32. projections

33. long term memory
34.input

35. generic space

36. inner- space

37. outer-space

38. vital relations
39.time

40. space

41. represantation
42.change
43.role_value

44, analogy

45. disanalogy

46. part_whole

47. cause_effect

48. composition

49. completion
50.schema

51. elaboration

52. Simplex webs

53. mirror webs

54. single scope webs
55. doublescope webs
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