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Abstract

The ideological discourse always challenges individuals and seeks to use the multi-
meaning nature of language to overcome languages and other discourses. Zima
believes that a message conveyed through deliberate and conscious use of language
can not only convey a specific meaning to the message recipient, but can also create
changes in the type and level of linguistic data comprehension in a way that changes
the message in favor of the speaker and convinces the listener despite its reversed
meaning. This study attempts to answer the question of how ideological discourse can
transform meaning at the level of discourse and, consequently, at the level of the
transmitted message, and how political institutions can take advantage of linguistic
structures and tools that allow them to legitimize their superiority from a schematic
and structured perspective. To achieve this goal, relying on Pierre Bourdieu's
sociocognitive theories, the authors of this article have tried to demonstrate the
relationship between linguistic elements and power and dominance by analyzing the
discourse of the subjects and the characters in the novel "Les Cannibales” by the
contemporary French writer Didier Daeninckx. The writer of this novel, in most of his
detective novels and short stories, adopts a socio-political critical approach to narrate
events that are considered dark moments in contemporary or past French history. He,
who advocates against the denial of history, racism, colonialism, corruption of political
societies, etc., wrote "Les Cannibales" in 1998, in memory of the "human zoos" of the
Third Republic of France, and tells the story of the Kanak natives who were exhibited
like animals at the "Colonial Exhibition of 1931". Based on this, the authors of this
article examine how the ideological discourse is created and how it changes meaning
through narratives and dialogues that take place throughout the book and leads to a
change in ideological connotations. Additionally, by portraying and interpreting the
nature of the Kanak natives from the perspective of the dominant ideological
discourse, it is shown that the dominant discourse, using the multi-meaning and
multidimensional nature of language and having the power to organize linguistic
structures, defines a nature other than the original nature of the Kanak natives for
them, which they accept and lose their human identity.
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1. Introduction

Zima believes that a message conveyed through deliberate and informed
language not only can deliver a specific meaning to the recipient but can also
bring about changes in the type and extent of linguistic understanding, altering
the message in favor of the speaker and persuading the listener despite its
opposite meaning. These abilities, due to the deliberate and purposeful use of
language in general and specific linguistic structures or vocabulary in
particular, can enable the speaker to form a special discourse that conveys a
message beneficial to them in a specific linguistic-social situation without the
message recipient being aware of this fact. This phenomenon legitimizes the
subject or discourse's superiority and demonstrates its absolute and irrefutable
power. In other words, this mastery and superiority occur through the
formation of a discourse that is based on the linguistic and social experiences
of the speaker. By basing its argumentative strategies on the notions of
constitutive polarities and therefore tensions and contradictions, sociocriticism
aims to uncover the modalities that manage the incorporation of history into
textual structures.” It is for this purpose that Zima's sociocriticism attempts to
access the dialectical analysis of literary texts.

The semantic load and connotation of words and linguistic structures are
not neutral, as Saussurean linguistics would have us believe, which does not
consider ideology as an integral part of the text. In other words, the text
conveys interests and is not purely composed from innocent grammatical and
linguistic structures but is potentially capable of operating semantic
transformations on the entire lexicon used in the literary work according to the
interests of the ideological discourse. This ideological discourse, since its
interests conflict with those of another social group, gives rise to a strongly
visible dualism in the semantic and lexical structures of the work.

The semantic transformation of words occurs through the ideological
discourse that seeks to change the semantic load of the lexicons associated
with colonization to articulate its own interests over the colonized community
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and then manipulate it as it sees fit. This re-semantization of language and
especially of lexicons to convey a particular ideological position leads to the
fact that colonization is presented, obviously by the subject in power and
holding political instances, as being positive and beneficial to the dominated.

Research Question(s)

In this article, we aim to provide convincing and appropriate answers to
questions such as the following:

1) How do semantic relationships through linguistic and speech structures
impart particular meanings to power relationships?

2) How does manipulation in language occur to convey a specific semantic
load in a specific linguistic-social situation in written text?

3) How does the conveyance of specific meanings in speech and the
current mode of meaning impartation occur in the text, and what are the
consequences?

2. Literature Review

According to Roland Barthes' theories, the relationship between literary text
and its social context is inevitable, and it is not possible to separate them from
each other. Therefore, ideological discourse has always been the focus of
theories of prominent individuals such as Marx, Aron, Althusser, Arendt,
Bourdieu, Balibar, and others. Bakhtin and Voloshinov believe that in reality,
what we articulate or hear are not just words but expressions of facts or lies,
good or bad things, important or trivial matters, pleasant or unpleasant things,
and so on. In this article, we attempt to investigate and examine the societal
dimensions and the central role of linguistic and lexical structures in creating
meaning in the novel under discussion, using the theories of sociologists and
literary critics such as Claude Duchet, Pierre Bourdieu, Michel Pécheux,
Edmond Cros.
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Sociocriticism strives to unveil the secret aspect of the textual fabric,
where "the symbolic tirelessly works the social,” and to clarify the
ideological unthought and to track the sociality of the text by seeking to
extract its implicit and to appreciate its tension in social discourse. It is
believed that the literary text problematizes social discourses and reflects
them in the textual fabric of the imaginary society that carries within it the a
priori of the existing society in which the literary text is born.

The sociocritical project, forged in the late 1960s by Claude Duchet, aims
to take charge of social discourse by and within the text. This sociocritical
program, which brings together researchers and theorists such as Isabelle
Tournier, Stéphane Vachon, Patrick Maurus, Xavier Bourdenet, In-Kyoung
Kim, and Roseline Tremblay, considers literary texts as social objects
playing both roles: first, they are the product of the overall system that gives
them birth, and second, they serve as devices to transmit images and ideas as
reflections of society. The mechanisms and discursive configurations allow
sociocriticism to grasp the social within the text and thus approach Bakhtin's
thought on generalized intertextuality.

The study of the modalities governing the integration of history into the
textual fabric leads Cros and his colleagues, who establish a school of
sociocriticism known as the Montpellier School, to develop a sociocritical
theory of the text and a sociocritical theory of the subject, placing particular
emphasis on the latter term, namely the subject. They pose the problem of
the agent of history, namely the Cultural Subject or the Transindividual
Subject, as the keystone of Cros's analytical approach. This concept recalls
the definition given by Lucien Goldmann and the concept of the "non-
conscious, which differs from the unconscious by the absence of repression.

In the novel “Cannibale”, this semantic change that strives to
resemanticize words and language structures grouping a set of isotopic
words used in the text is omnipresent. This resemanticization of words is not
limited to the meaning of the vocabulary of the language but also seeks to
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act on the aim of these sense classemes.

3. Methodology

Zima emphasizes that speech cannot be considered a neutral phenomenon. He
believes that authors who produce literary texts, whether individually or
collectively, inevitably pursue certain intentions, beliefs, and interests that are
more or less identifiable in the texts under discussion. Therefore, a writer,
consciously or unconsciously, reflects their contemporary goals, thoughts, and
ideas, unintentionally mixing reflections with purposeful thoughts of their time
through linguistic structures in the text. Even ordinary communicative
language used in a social context is imbued with dominant ideology.
According to Bourdieu, speech is not just a matter of applying the rules of
language but also changes its structure with its changing meaning. Therefore,
the authors of this article have attempted to demonstrate, in light of Pierre
Bourdieu's sociological theories and through analyzing the discourses of the
subjects, the impact of intentional use of linguistic discourse structures in this
novel. It is evident that Bourdieu's sociological approach and his theories
about the linguistic methods of the subjects in a specific linguistic-social
situation can help us better understand power relations in the fictional society
of the novel and the society outside the story.

In the novel "Les Cannibales" semantic changes in words and speech
occur through an ideological discourse that seeks to alter the semantic load
of terms related to colonialism in order to impose its own interests on the
colonized people and exploit them in its own way. In the next section, we
will discuss these semantic changes in language through ideological
discourse, as at the level of meaning, we must strive to represent collective
(social) interests as a structured and structuring activity.

This semantic shift occurs through ideological connotations throughout
the text, as the dominant ideology in the text seeks to reinterpret or give new
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meanings to structures by changing the meanings and purposes of words,
making them consistent with its own ideological goals and interests. On the
other hand, excessive use of the polysemous nature of language in
sociolinguistic situations can expose language and vocabulary to semantic
shifts that are responsible for the distribution of discursive roles. The
interpretation of a word and a sentence from different perspectives may lead
the researcher towards the idea that "substitution relationship (paradigmatic)
organizes the co-occurrence relationship (syntagmatic).

According to Zima, ideology is a discursive phenomenon based on a set
of words, contradictions, semantic classifications, and patterns of action
from a social dialect. This means that ideology is based on a semantic
relationship that the discourse subject addresses to the narrative of literary,
social, or historical reality.

A critical-sociological or sociolinguistic study of this novel, focusing on
narrative techniques, enables the researcher to concentrate on the discursive
confrontations at the ideological level emerging from the characters'
discourse. This allows for a more precise examination of the story's
developmental trajectory and the domination of the dominant subject over
the dominated, defining new relationships between the colonizer and the
colonized.

Each segment of discourse or vocabulary carries signs of its origin, the
effects of events, and signs in its own social-linguistic situations. Therefore,
Bourdieu believes that language is a historical system in which its changes
(lexical, semantic, syntactic) can be defined in relation to the contradictions
between social groups that are more or less clearly institutionalized among
social dialects.

4. Results

The sociolinguistic analysis based on the critical-social approach of the novel
”Cannibales” by Didier Daeninckx shows that the ideological discourse can
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create a kind of semantic transformation at the level of discourse and,
consequently, at the level of the conveyed message. This allows political
entities, using linguistic structures and the tools provided by the language's
semantic transformation, to legitimize their superiority from a schematic and
structured perspective. In this way, they can denigrate the indigenous Kanak
people. Initially unconsciously, and then consciously, the Kanak people fall
into the trap of the ideological discourse of the ruling powers. In other words,
the use of language as a tool of power can not only legitimize the dominance
of a specific ideological and political discourse over others but also manipulate
the message, whether consciously or unconsciously, using the linguistic
capacities that each language provides to its speaker. This manipulation of the
message is evident in the novel, where dominance is accepted as an
established, obvious, and therefore legitimate concept.

Dans le novel “Cannibale”, we can observe the various representations of
the Kanak and the dominant as materialized ideologies corresponding to the
staging or imaging of different social issues in the form of iconic and
linguistic discourses. This would mean that language structures transmit
ideologies through the semantic and connotative possibilities of language.
This assertion by Cros is increasingly valid. It would be better to clarify that
we have no intention of validating or refuting the idea of one thinker or
another in the present research work, but rather to analyze the potential of
language to convey a certain idea in favor or disfavor of social groups. When
we see that language is potentially able, on the semantic level through
isotopies of meaning and on the discursive level via the pragmatic schema
responsible for the distribution of roles, to articulate the ideas and intentions
of the dominant in order to represent the Kanak as having savage attitudes.

The value of words, in particular, and the linguistic structures used in the
novel, in general, can lead us to a reconfiguration of Kanak identity
following the ideological dualism determined first by conflicts of interest
and then determining in turn the structuring of the text.
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Furthermore, relying on sociocultural theories, we find that the
ideological discourse has managed to be the origin of semantic
transformation and consequently identity transformation in the Kanak
people. The result in this novel is the gradual alienation of the Kanaks.
Moreover, the application of purely and entirely linguistic semantic
processes in the ideological discourse has led to a kind of duality in the
personal characteristics of the Kanaks. This ultimately results in a duality
and contradiction between nature (symbolized by the indigenous Kanaks)
and modern culture (represented by its dominant subject), creating a conflict
and contradiction in the discursive and behavioral aspects. In other words,
the sociocultural examination of this novel, using perspectives such as
framing discourse and sociolinguistic-social positioning, enables us to better
understand the power relations and linguistic and cultural elements that can
justify power relations in a specific society.
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