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Abstract

This article has been written with the aim of how Rumi expresses in the face of
Quranic verses and narrations and the quality of using rhetorical tricks in explaining
mental concepts and mystical terms. The authors first read Rumi's Masnavi by
examining verses from six books in a random manner and analyzed interpretive
metaphors based on the theory of cognitive semantics, after stating the theory of
semantic semantics and conceptual metaphor according to this theory, among the
forms of conceptual metaphor, ontological metaphor was examined and the evidences
of interpretive metaphors have been analyzed in three branches of metaphor by
interpreting Quranic verses and hadiths, by interpreting mystical allegories and terms,
and finally metaphor by interpreting Masnavi anecdotes. In this study, library method
and content analysis were the most effective in interpreting mystical terms and
allegories. This indicates that Rumi has described his mystical concepts and mystical
experiences after their interpretation in order to objectify them, in the name of
objective writings to convince the audience and express mystical emotions. In this
process, in some interpretations, he has sometimes described one mental thing with
another mental thing or an objective phenomenon with another objective thing.
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1. Introduction

The current research was conducted based on the views of Lakoff and
Johnson, two important theorists in the field of semantics. Cognitive
metaphors play an important role in conveying meanings and perception of
abstract concepts. Cognitive metaphors are structured in various formats, each
of which in some way conceptualizes and makes the language knowledge
understandable; among these structures are conceptual metaphors with its sub-
branches; that is, ontological, structural and metaphorical metaphors. The
authors, however, have analyzed conceptual metaphors of the ontological type
in Rumi's Mashavi.

Research question:

The main question of this research is that, based on the theory of cognitive
semantics, which sub-branch of conceptual metaphor did Molavi use the most
in using interpretive metaphor to objectify mental concepts? Also, what are
different formats of interpretive metaphors in Mawlavi's Masnavi and which
type has been most frequent?

2. Literature Review

Regarding interpretive metaphor, which is rare in the field of theorizing, we
can only refer to Modiri and Malmir (2015), in which the narrative and literary
aspects of the interpretations of Molavi's poetry have been analyzed. Also,
Malmir and Maleki (2014) have examined the narrative and interpretation
aspects of Persian poetry. The present article, which has analyzed the
interpretive metaphors in Rumi's Mashavi based on the theory of cognitive
semantics, is a new and novel research, and no research was found specifically
on this topic.
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3. Methodology

This article, which was done using library method based on data analysis and
description, proves the effectiveness of cognitive semantic theory and the
contemporary theory of metaphor in objectifying the abstract and deep
mystical concepts in Mawlawi's Masnavi.

4. Results

To make his mental concepts and mystical experiences more objective after
his interpretations, Rumi described them with objective names to convince the
audience and express his mystical emotions. In this process, in some
interpretations, he sometimes described one mental thing with another mental
thing or one objective phenomenon with another objective thing.
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Table 2: Frequency of cognitive metaphors
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Table 3: The names of the writings resulting from the interpretation of the stories and

anecdotes of Rumi's Masnavi
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Table 5: Names of mystical idioms and proverbs
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Table 6: Total frequency of cognitive metaphors
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Cognitive Semantics.
George Lakoff,
Metaphor.
The Conduit Metaphor.
Automatic language.
Ordinary language.
Mental spaces.
Mental conceptual domains.
Conceptual system.
10. Conceptual domains.
11. Target domain.
12. Source domain.
13. Systematic metaphorical correspondences.
14. Orientational conceptual metaphors.
15. Structural conceptual metaphors.
16. Ontological conceptual metaphors.
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