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Abstract
Knowledge is based on questions, and in every scientific text, a writer is
supposed to answer one or some definite question(s). Linguistically
speaking, interrogative structure is one of the most important grammatical
structures in all languages, and although their grammatical, phonological as
well as semantic features are examined in detail, their pragmatic functions
have been mainly neglected. For the first time, Hyland (2002) investigated
interrogative structure with a pragmatic approach and introduced it as an
engagement device to attract readers. In fact, interrogatives along with
imperatives, reader pronouns, shared knowledge and appositives constitute
five engagement devices in writer-reader interaction. In this model, seven
pragmatic functions are outlined for interrogatives: (1) Questions as titles,
(2) frame purpose, (3) text organization, (4) establish niche, (5) express
evaluation, (6) support claim, and (7) suggest research. The present study
examines the pragmatic functions of interrogative in Persian language with
the emphasis on academic texts. Three sub-genres, i.e. textbooks, research
articles and research reports are taken into account. Due to the different
mechanisms practiced in different sciences, the so-called hard-soft divide
which distinguishes natural sciences versus humanities is also revisited. The
study addresses the following four questions:

(1)Are there differences in frequency and pragmatic function of
interrogatives among textbooks, research articles and research reports?

(2)Are there differences in frequency and pragmatic function of
interrogatives between humanities and sciences?

(3)Are there differences in frequency and pragmatic function of
interrogatives among different fields ?
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(4)Is there any difference between Persian and English language to
handle the pragmatic functions of interrogatives ?

This research follows a descriptive-analytical procedure. The statistical
population includes undergraduate level scientific textbooks, research
articles as well as research reports. Needless to say, all of these sub-genres
are written by university professors but each sub-genre addresses especial
audience. The sample is collected from the afore-mentioned texts in six
humanities fields (Persian literature, linguistics, law, psychology, social
sciences, and accounting), and six sciences (mathematics, physics,
chemistry, geology, biology and computer science).

In each academic field, 6 textbooks, 30 research articles and 4 research
reports are selected. Considering 12 fields the corpus of study includes 72
textbooks, 360articles and 48 research reports. The books are original
Persian manuscripts (not translated books), articles are selected from two or
three peer-referred academic journal, and reports are also written by faculty
members in Payam-e Noor University in East Azerbaijan. Since the
frequency of interrogatives is counted in 10000 words scale, first the number
of words in each text is counted. The sub-genre of textbooks includes
2948020 word (about 3 millions), and articles and research reports have
2112669 (about 2 millions) and 696205 (about 700,000) words respectively.
As, such, the whole corpus includes 5756894 (about 5 million and 700,000)
words.

With an eye to the seven pragmatic functions outlined by Hyland (2002),
it should be mentioned that in only two texts (two research articles)
interrogative structure is employed as the text title. The model’s second
function, i.e. frame purpose is the most frequent pattern, as from the 1234
detected interrogatives in the whole corpus, 835 ones (about 70 percent)
imply this pragmatic function. Therefore, it can be claimed that in these
three genres, writers prefer to present questions in the beginning of their
texts and then attempt to provide answers to them. The frequency in the text
organization (81) and establish niche (63) is not significant, and the low
number of cases in fifth function, i.e. express evaluation shows that the
involved writers did not take any critical positions. The frequency of sixth
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and seventh functions are higher. In sum, for 10000 words of the corpus 2.1
interrogative structure is employed by the writers.

With respect to the science-humanities divide, it is revealed that the
frequency of interrogatives in the humanities (3.1 cases in 10000 words) is
much higher than that of sciences (0.9 cases in 10000).

In only two fields, i.e. linguistics and psychology all seven discourse
functions are used, and in most disciplines- especially in sciences- most
discourse functions have not been employed by the authors. One noticeable
exception to this general pattern is physics, as using interrogatives in this
field is apparently more popular than in law and accounting.

To answer the first question of the study, it should be maintained that
writers of the three genres under study behave differently as the number of
interrogatives in the textbooks is higher than that of research articles and
research reports. Articles and reports have quite the same number of
interrogatives. To explain the difference, it is maintained that textbooks are
mainly prepared for undergraduate students. Student are usually fresh in the
subject, and therefore writers are supposed to write explicitly. One method to
reach explicitness is to design some questions and then try to answer them.
In contrast, articles and research reports are substantially written for peers.
The writers, in these cases, believe that the potential readers are academic
agents and therefore using engagement devices like interrogatives would be
unnecessary.

With respect to the second research question, it is shown that humanities
and sciences behave quite differently as far as using interrogatives is
concerned. This finding supports the claims made by Snow (1959,1998) and
Tauber (2009) who have recognized substantial differences between
humanities and sciences, leading to the long-standing debate as humanities-
science divide.

Regarding the third question, it should be acknowledged that among the
very disciplines in both humanities and sciences, writers do not have similar
tendency towards using interrogatives. Linguistics and literature-with a little
difference- occupy the first and second positions followed by psychology.
As stated earlier, in the corpus of sciences, the frequency of interrogatives is
lower, although the field of physics is an exception.
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To compare the findings of the present study with those of Hyland
(2002), it is shown that the frequency reported by Hyland is much higher
(7.2 cases in 10000 words) than that of Persian corpus (2.1 cases in 10000
words). It can be concluded that writers in Hong Kong university are eager
to use interrogatives structure to attract their readers. To explain the
difference, we have to address the subject of writing in two different
educational contexts. The students and researchers in Hong Kong are
familiar with the basics of the writing in general and academic writing in
particular, while their counterparts in Iran lack such competence. To
interpret this general tendency it is maintained that in humanities, especially
in fields such as linguistics and literature, writers are more familiar with
linguistic structures. They are technically more language-aware and
therefore act more competently. In contrast, scientists are more rigid in their
language, and actually they are taught and recommended to use inflexible,
non-humanistic language. Needless to say, an advanced, rigid tone in the text
does not require any engagement with the reader.

Keywords: Interrogative structure, pragmatics, genre field, Persian language
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Table 2: Data analysis with inferential statistics approach

Gp 1 Gp 2 Gp 3 Gp 4 Gp 5 Gp 6 Gp 7 s

= |0 409 69 41 5 77 130 731
li. |2 320 2 18 12 13 5 372
sk~ O 105 10 4 o 7 4 131
2 835 a1 G3 17 a7 139 1234
Output:
Calculate Chi-square: [171.12

degrees of freedom: 12
p-valuea: |0

Yates' chi-square: [160.026

Yates' p-wvaluea: |0
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Diagram 1: Frequency of pragmatic functions in genres

50 wlcda WM glas SO e 3 cdiy glacala ol Jabas o dowlis

L;.iu#;AL..“qSﬁ_}.SU.a‘L};ﬂl‘%tﬁ‘;L’,g\ig..&l\a.\_,ia.\&hl;\bl}l:aliig‘).\o...":....u)%
pos SIS ot - (a3 ok g e (OIS el ale BT Glgie sl s S
poane 3 s wlioe sladis oKy 5o (s cdla 35K sl (Gsucsaols)
S 13 ds a0 € oS Leal 85 s0 aa B Ol b il (guno s sl 0 SLE Ghls (a0
- Ol yy A8 oo a5 i (i g3 o a3y pob g oA g3 - eale Ul Rl
Glacalos S8 aias jely g 4 wolulyn Gup 5 0K 7 jlae asa Ge ST Lo 1, ol
R Ghain (W 31518) aSae cunige 5 (A (B518) (o st 3 SO 5o oy
A S, Slgls ldly dhals ol o5 g, 5 (gub) an B sud obiol st OBuiw o
IS WSO Bl b o5y @Al AYYE o Sy S 50 oS aniS o sualiane ¥ 5 plad Jgua

fa5


https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1399.11.4.2.7
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-21372-en.html

[ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2025-07-21 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1399.11.4.2.7 ]

~.

Syl
JA

Yoooo

o3ls

/¢
Y/
Y/A
Y/e
Y/Y

Y/

P99 ObT 5 ygo (0N (2lu) £ Gylad ) G55 ‘,'Igj‘;l.e,[;..?g

A 7

8 ) 0 S aS o a0 Ky o vgase Ol sl G da S Ly ol G5, JKe

vl 4385 LS4 iy oAl Y/Y o3l Vet

Ladiad ) oSS s aMS (5L y3,1S )% A=) 20
Eladid, S8 4 o Su 8319 Veoe e Gelie o Sl g sl 118 Y B lad Jgan o
ola ol sic o€ g3 s i) o) SIS Lo i go oS slglen ol st a5l ale
Lt o olel 4 Jlaal K s Sladl agle gladiin, 80 59wl (pduy cale
sy slacali JIl8 oS was o 0L (4h pole) Gl Bas 5 (Slasl psle) Jgua (YL
ol Gl asle 58 5 Ak Il sed Cleda slas <K gl o Sl agle S0y 5o
ey Al A4 Sladd agle ste 5o oS il 1 31 (Sla las Sy p sane 4 b g 30 i,
8509 Ve e ubile 5o (Sll8 S B (ol @ ad YEO Gl asle jo 5806 sae o 48,84
e sae g8 Gl plaliae & glas ol (+/4) Ll asle (S9158 5 Jidws sl (V/Y) (Slasl agle
b\,@g@@uleﬁgm&Gucﬁjeymueus&\i_mwnsmmsw

S o soliienl pdiew y slacals Bl s 5id e © wb asle ju s

o Su (S0 ey slacala Jls),8 ¥ Jgun
Table 3: Frequency of interrogatives in corpus
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Table 4: Evaluating significance of frequency of interrogatives in humanities and
science corpora
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Diagram 2: Frequency of interrogatives of corpus in desciplines (in 10000 words)
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1. interrogative

2. discourse function

3. Jan Svartvik, Randolph Quirk, A Corpus of English Conversation (1980).
4. social distance

5. imperative

6.reader pronoun

7. shared knowledge

8. appositive

9. engagement

10. conductive question
11. stance

12. create interest

13. frame purpose

14. organize text

15. establish niche

16. express evaluation
17. support claim

18. suggest research

19. peer group
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