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Abstract

The present study attempts to carry out a contrastive analysis -within the framework
of anthropological linguistics- on idioms formed in relation with common concepts in
Spanish and Persian, based on how natives speakers of these languages deal with the
objects around them. In this approach, the possible similarities and differences
between linguistic components are analyzed according to the native speakers' cultural
and sociological issues. This approach, more than anything else, is indebted to the
theory of linguistic relativity, a theory based on the influence of language on thought
and, in particular, on the individual's attitudes towards objects, and how his/her
language treats objects around him/her. The main question of the present research is
what impacts do objects and artifacts have on the creation of possible similarities and
differences in idiom formulation, in native Spanish and Persian speakers' culture.
Since idioms are an inseparable part of folklore and popular knowledge, and perhaps
the most culture-bound part of language, the authors try to assess the effects of
cultural interaction with objects around Spanish and Persian native speakers on their
idiom formulation referring to common concepts, through the contrastive analysis of
object-containing idioms in Spanish and Persian, in order to present a model for an
inter-linguistic analysis within an anthropolinguistic framework. The main objective
of this research is the comparison of the idioms containing objects in Spanish and
Persian in order to show how the attitude of the speakers of those languages towards
objects, is reflected in the form and content of idioms under the influence of the
context and cultural characteristics. Based on the analysis carried out in this study, in
Spanish and Persian, idiomatization referring to a common concept according to the
special interaction of these native speakers with the objects around them, tends more
towards cultural differences than similarities, and the focus of idiomatization
similarities has been based on objects and artifacts that are used in the household.
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1. Introduction

One of the central issues that the Antropolinguistic studies are seeking for is
to consider the Language as a cultural function and event; and one of the
subjects discussed in the Relative Linguistic Hypothesis is to confirm that
people's thinking is influenced by how they interact with objects around
them in terms of language. On the other hand, the mass culture has more
influence in formulating the ‘idioms’ than in other linguistic elements. For
example, since in the Catholicism the cross is a symbol and reminder of the
Passion of the Christ; in Spanish the idiom (To be a cross: Ser una cruz) is
used to express the concept of “something annoying”: «Tener que madrugar
es una cruz para mi.» ( Having to get up early is a cross for me.) While in
Persian to express this same concept, the idiom (¢35 sl lie: To be a painful
punishment) is used under the influence of The Quran in the
idiomatization: «.<wsl sl Qlae il & 31 (ad Hlaw 355 O ) (Having to get up
early is a painful punishment for me.) Now the question is what are the
results of comparing the idioms containing objects in Spanish and Persian?
And the hypothesis of this article is that due to the cultural differences
between Iranians and Spaniards, which can potentially lead to differences in
the way they encounter objects around them, in relation with the
idiomatization from a common concept, rather than seeing similarities, we
will see differences in these two languages.

Question: what are the results of comparing the idioms containing
objects in Spanish and Persian?

2. Literature Review
2.1) In 1995, Monroy Casas y Hernandez Campo published an article called
“A Sociolinguistic Approach to the Study of Idioms: Some
Anthropolinguistic Sketch”. In this article, they defined the idiom as a
sequence of words functioning as a single unit whose meaning cannot be
inferred from the meaning of the parts. In the repertoire of any language
idiomatic expressions constitute a special category of lexical items
presenting a fixed structure and a specific behavior in language use. And
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they discussed a small sample of Spanish and English idioms (proverbs, and
sayings in particular) within an anthropolinguistic framework in an attempt
to foreground not just differences but some curious coincidences between
the two cultures in their apprehension of reality.

2.2) In 2012, Rita Marinelli and Laura Cignoni published an article called
“In the same boat and other idiomatic seafaring expressions”. In this article,
they reported that a total of 200 Italian expressions were first selected and
examined, using both monolingual and bilingual dictionaries, as well as
specific lexicographical works dealing with the subject of idiomaticity,
especially of the maritime type, and a similar undertaking was then
conducted for the English expressions. They discussed the possibility of
including both the Italian and English idiomatic expressions in the semantic
database Mari Term, which contains terms belonging to the maritime
domain. They described the terminological database and the way in which
the idiomatic expressions can be organized within the system, so that they
are connected to other concepts represented in the database, but at the same
time continue to belong to a group of particular linguistic expressions.
Furthermore, they studied similarities and differences in meaning and usage
of some idiomatic expressions in the two languages.

2.3) In 2014, Teilanyo published an article called “A Comparative Study
of Selected Idioms in Nembe (Nigeria) and English”. He, based on
assumptions and criticisms of the Sapir-Whorfian Hypothesis with its
derivatives of cultural determinism and cultural relativity, studied certain
English idioms that had parallels in Nembe (an Ijoid language in Nigeria’s
Niger Delta). He concluded that while the codes (vehicles) of expression are
different, the same propositions and thought patterns run through the
speakers of these different languages. However, each linguistic community
adopts the concepts and nuances in its environment. Therefore, the concept
of linguistic universals and cultural relativity complement each other and
provide a forum for efficient communication across linguistic, cultural and
racial boundaries.
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3. Methodology

In order to examine the hypothesis, fifty idioms containing objects were first
collected from several dictionaries of Spanish idioms. Then, they were
classified into five different areas: containers, utensils, garments, home and
its furniture, jewelry and ornaments. Finally, they were compared with their
Persian equivalents separately. Of course, due to the limited space of the
article, only twenty of the fifty idioms examined have been mentioned, and
the rest is used only in the conclusion.

4. Conclusion

In the 34 Persian equivalents of the 50 revised Spanish idioms, the area
chosen for idiomatization is different and in the 26 Persian equivalents of
those the area chosen for idiomatization is similar. Thus, it can be concluded
that in Spanish and Persian, idiomatization referring to a common concept
according to the special interaction of these native speakers with the objects
around them, tends more towards cultural differences than similarities, and
the focus of idiomatization similarities has been based on objects and
artifacts that are used in the household.
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Les arroj6 el guante a sus compaifieros de clase, tras enterarse de la :Jtis
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Es mejor que eches tijera en este negocio, si sigues asi, te vas a :Jlo

arruinar.
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El detective logré coger el hilo, aunque el asesino habia eliminado :Jt.

casi todas las huellas del delito.
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Tu esposa no esta contenta contigo, te recomiendo que dejes de ser :Jtis

candil de la casa y oscuridad de la casa.
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Le vino como anillo al dedo que le ayudases a arreglar el ordenador. :Jtis
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Table 1: The quantitative results of the comparative analysis of idioms containing
objects in Spanish and Persian

. Yols
Jsalaas | o gldtoe Mals & gl dalilio dass aldio
aliio
\A - VAZ SR S VAR U S BVA R S ¢ - RS
v NE N VAT AV AV - EA TR
) Y AN XYY - - Sla g
Jiluy 5 GlA
N 7 \ Joo A - VAV O VAV ¢
e
° - JAe s LY - - YT 55
- V7 VPN TF JAY O F AREE~ ASE



https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.2.3.1
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.29252/L BRW#ietidd from Irr.modard P4E%r A P136AREPH 480FdeyLduly 1st 2021 [ Dowplordpdritgss!yiderdsrgre0i09289pRR143.2.10 |

Y¥fs

B sl M) Slibls s IlSor 5 ol 215 K
E»eif. j&s}

855n doa V8 S b gune a8 SyTme Syga ad)  wes o V1S e )
(w58 VY i slils gune S idis

o 58 Vgl Masl ane Ao s WA o glate ) 9

Ol bty olan ghlilie ausps 3 o e sidieoo sabliio \ Jyum 5o 4 5 shiles
YTl b e dadie 5o st K3 BISEy sldl 31 (S ola oS ololed L5
roanl el Crads 533 i (Ol gl Jolas b woss oY1 5555 5 e dsleus oS g

8o 5 solital wals Mol Llea 5o LS ok @sls sl suaa 3 -
ad oo 99 53 ka5 slaal Gl 5 aS (a0 YY) asiias (bl () S e
a5l L9 (ae,0 VY) ol S GBS 0550 B ea 5 0udOAT) suse an 5 o)
(59 VA) el 00,5 saliien) Byl 55 9a 5 golepMas) 513 (o5l (L5 e

S sidis 855 ) suliiol aals (Mas!) go 5o L Y1550 sl Mool cda 5l -
5800 ad Wose S Ha kel 5 slaad ol S 4S (ws 0 YA) asias (bl 6l s
0L eMaal Hlgan 5o (a0 VE) cunl S ke HlI0 5 50 35 5a D) sadolAT) siae an
S5 9 5 (deou9 OA) el 80 suliienl Y TH150 83 5m ) ol asal (gl (usls
(am50 VE) aolb s sa s (a Ml sl G Lo L3, 50 o sgde Glu 515 3550

6l Syiidie 83 5m 5 soliteul aals e Macal 53 5o L5 (SUi gy (s la oMasal & 31
OBBs g0 B ea Bl s BolATi gude e g8 s L9 4S (ao o YY) aviius (5l
solii) SL 5y 83 5m 31 ebapdaal (shys (oausls oL el G 5o forus S e
ol 0L Lo SBasse asgie Glu o ose S Lo g (aeus W)l a0 S
(b 58 VY) ol sy (A Mas)

O pa S adfis aald PMasl Hln o e blay suls el sudl 3 -
soliinl olupMaal gl wisa OF ) Sjide pae K 3l as y Siide sldsa
Jiles Bhsa 5 olapMaal sl (musls OLS sl (il Ho (w0 Y1) clons
0Ll o sBSusse asgie Glu sl sse S Lo g (s 00) il 80 S suliii) e
(a0 ) 15 5y oMl a5

olapdasl sl sl O3 sl Hlen o Y TH0) ol ol g 51 -


https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.2.3.1
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.29252/L BRW#ietidd from Irr.modard P4E%r A P136AREPH 480FdeyLduly 1st 2021 [ Dowplordpdritgss!yiderdsrgre0i09289pRR143.2.10 |

Yfvy

R g sl U ) P il Y S sl G
Eﬂd‘\ f&ﬁg

O 39 o) sl Ky o L 5 (aeona A ) cal 805 suliiad oY, 55 855a )
s oAl o L @l wles S Jae i
YE m dagT s 50 W o it g bl el 00 Gl 31 K g Seami -
WY o i) bJ_)S suldil s:JJLa:A LS‘°JP :)‘ GJLJJC)LBJA‘ (5‘_):1 L;‘_u)lj JJ[M fc)Ua.A.A|
see Lol os S auliiual St gl 3 el puls Jslae @laal 1 iny dag T ss s
L:s uL..'m ;b‘}\}: UT :)‘ b.\.ﬁau‘.;ll‘ \9...2:.: BE) ‘LA K} b‘}\}: uL&lﬁ‘ BE) ‘LA kf"“-)u J.\Lta ‘C)Ua.n.c‘
3 2l Gb5 59 58 € 28 S el e B (lnly ol 83 S Jae plibid 0L
ety sl Jlade lacalis crawds <G 51 Gha dadl Gulalys goloa sgde oo )ld
SalS Blad &y ook Blad & ha g3 ool 5 dhsla bl blais Sia b slac sl
&;.....tuii)l.}_} ass 5o 4 s cpl 3 olagia o5y el (subs blad & .ol coeal s
6l ally was e Hlas oluasgio s 1y KA GEB 5 WS e I8 Aaliaslal
s g8 Gl Soitie Al sla Slan Lo, 8 A oS WS o olao) SALE slag ks
Ol Galla 5 il ool e Hladis S o (S el 5 Sia ale Lo oT 5l 4
Gl 5 ey ARG i) sl Gsroly s sudaladl slagiasss
gl ¢ Salid Blad 4 € sad gl b Hliae (aline gladd sie o la JKas ualy OB o
Saa 58 slacil Lo Ludl glac sli o cals s aalsa dliiue Gl 4 aalid sl slaa
B a5l ol 5 ool K5 @Alad alay) pla b T Jolad g oo suind) sie 4 Ko o glite
o Ll so o ls Gga gl i cels Koo Kiasd AL glac sS4 wlgS e a4
olupsede 3 Bl Se Gy e slaKiasd o o pulily 8 8o pm (55l sedo
lates lagiagsy Jud ool molin i L8l o7 5 5 aliie 5 @oms will (ol 5,0,
SLAKiA 53 (3 95 o (B 93y (ol gl O soliiiu] & gad (slhs sl cuanl Hls 58 gusLS
Con i o0 5 g oSl 5 gl (@il 4 sl 0L (B3 sel Lo claMaial Bl

b asb ol K Wl


https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.2.3.1
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.29252/L BRW#ietidd from Irr.modard P4E%r A P136AREPH 480FdeyLduly 1st 2021 [ Dowplordpdritgss!yiderdsrgre0i09289pRR143.2.10 |

= gl oMbl glablis o)y J/JL(wa‘/L_.-’cjj EJJ

A S
L&C&bﬁ}.\g:i 5

Vo wasdesas o

2. anthropological linguistics
The Passion of Christ

(Y-AY) S (Y- 4) poaile 52 das 5 oudls GulS (VAVY) slan G 4 8
idioms / el modismo
proverb / el proverbio
formulaic language
Healey
. Séanchez Benedito
10. all, W.J
11. Wray
12. prefabricated
13.D. Crystal
14. Swann, Joan
15. Alessandro Duranti
16. space
17.time
18. shapes and substance
19. objects
20.1a cuchara
21.el tenedor
22. vegetative
23. Casares, J.
24. Monroy Casas
25. Herndndez Campoy
26. hay moros en la costa
27.no lo haré ni siquiera por todo el oro el mundo
28. no for all the tea in China

29 e olsie ol 1 elilind L) 5s @ilerdasl 5o (SIS slassl 8B Ya

w

© 0N oW

Olsie 4 .crun No es santo de mi devocionyews o @Me 3550 Gussd gl Macal
=S sh Mol & J5e o slassl 586 @ad (el Gb e G5 ol Jolas
A)Sbjul((fng)m)fjwdsc%
30. culture-bound
iy ealia b m ol o0 ol Macal e 5o sad alasl slagia sy b byl e ¥

PLE BT 4 0155 e (RS calitib) osmolen 09 5 (ITAE) oseaie sadlie & ol 530

YA


https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.2.3.1
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.29252/L BRW#ietidd from Irr.modard P4E%r A P136AREPH 480FdeyLduly 1st 2021 [ Dowplordpdritgss!yiderdsrgre0i09289pRR143.2.10 |

Y'Fa

L"E 160t o g s 5 (T gl) ¥ i jlon 1 ¥ &g A sl o
A f&ﬁg

ookl (VAN ) uallpuads 5 aigo s 5 (VWA ) osBLOLS 5 sually (VWAV) Swas o
KRS

32.Rita Marinelli
33.Laura Cignoni

34. phraseology

35.Diri L. Teilanyo

36. Nembe

37. propositions

38. socio-cultural nuances
39. thought patterns

ol o sghe Cran 5 SBU Qled wlaels 4 0508 Ol by Jiallo ps (p sl (L5 o 8-

41. archaic

b (SOB G sa (s Haom wSiol 5 a s 58 sy Jallo s (grls GL Lo 4l £Y

43. Loteria Nacional

ol 05 Ol S35 o ste [0 (VWAE) o (31538 (5 58an
AADN L RS agle elas 3 . Sin 58 olis Sy (SR a3 puyls 0L aSa
O‘JJ.ATJL:‘J (SJ‘K%‘:U O (\Yq-\) 'J'ﬁ‘(SJL:’TJ"A:' u_a.u\}‘a 9 e ‘(5.\.3:)
VeooX Vo b slajlicua . pelaia) paalidn )by sy 5 e poSiiia
6).:\9&: iiL’S K} b‘)Li:u.u‘ GBL\..L GLAJ):LMJ HOR (\Y’/\V) U‘:‘" ;u..u.u.o..o K] ol ‘e&g
YAEYVY (V¢ ;L’..JJ/(deJLTﬂL.A

References

e Ball, WJ. (1958). A practical guide to colloquial idiom. London: Longman.

o


https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.2.3.1
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.29252/L BRW#ietidd from Irr.modard P4E%r A P136AREPH 480FdeyLduly 1st 2021 [ Dowplordpdritgss!yiderdsrgre0i09289pRR143.2.10 |

= gl oMbl glablis o)y L:‘/JK“J‘!’L—’GJ‘}; 2
Eaeif. 5.93

oS

Benedito, F.S., (1977). Diccionario conciso de modismos: Inglés-espariol,
espaiiol-inglés. Madrid: Alhambra.

Boas, F. (1911). Introduction to the handbook of American Indian Languages.
Washington: Smithsonian Institution.

Boroditsky, L. (2001). Does language shape thought? Mandarin and English
speakers' conceptions of time. Cognitive Pschology 43(1), 1-22.

Buitrago, A. (2012). Diccionario de Dichos 'y Frases Hechas. Madrid: ESPASA.
Calles Vales, J. & Meléndez, B. B. (2009). Expresiones y Dichos Populares.
Madrid: LIBSA.

Casares, J. (1950). La Locucidn, la Frase proverbial, el Refrdn y el Modismo.
Introduccion a la Lexicografia Moderna, Madrid: Consejo Superior de
Investigaciones Cientificas.

Cristal, D. (1985). A dictionary of linguistics and phonetics. Oxford: Basil
Blackwell.

Duranti, A. (2004). A companion to linguistic anthropology. Ed. by A. Duranti.
Padstow: Blackwell.

Duranti, A. (1997). Linguistic anthropology. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Golfam, A., & Mamasani, Sh.. (2008). A survey of the cognitive strategies of the
imagery metaphor and irony in the idioms containing body words. Pazand, 12,
97-114. [In Persian]

Healey, A. (1968). English idioms. Kivung (Journal of the Linguistics Society of
Papua Guinea), 1(2),71-108.

Jaefari Ghanavati, M. (2015). An introduction to Iranian folklore. Tehran: Jami
.[In Persian]

Mansouri, M. (2015). The idiomatization in Persian in the framework of the
minimalist program. Jostarha ye Adabi, 24, 271-294. [In Persian]

Marinelli, R., & Cignoni, L. (2012). In the same boat and other idiomatic


https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.2.3.1
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html

[ DOI: https://doi.org/10.29252/L BRW#ietidd from Irr.modard P4E%r A P136AREPH 480FdeyLduly 1st 2021 [ Dowplordpdritgss!yiderdsrgre0i09289pRR143.2.10 |

R g sl U ) P il Y S sl G
Eﬂd‘\ f&ﬁg

seafaring expressions. Proceedings of the Eighth International Conference on

Language Resources and Evaluation (LREC-2012), Istanbul: European
Language Resources Association (ELRA).

e  Monroy Casas, R. & Campoy, H. (1995). A sociolinguistic approach to the study
of idioms: Some anthropolinguistic Sketches. In Cuadernos de Filologia Inglesa,
4, 43-61.

e Pina Medina, V.M. (1990). El Modismo: Perfil y Carta de Naturaleza. Estudios
de Filologia Inglesa: Homenaje al Doctor Pedro Jesiis Marcos Pérez,
Departamento de Filologia Inglesa de la Universidad de Alicante.

e Rasekh Mahand, M., & Sahamsoddini, M. (2012). A semantic classification of
Persian idioms :A cognitive linguistics point of View. Adab Pajoohi. 20, 11-32.
.[In Persian]

e Swann, J.,, Deumert, A., Lillis, T., & Mesthrie, R. (2004). A dictionary of
sociolinguistcs. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

e Teilanyo, D. I. (2014). Unity in diversity: A comparative study of selected
idioms in Nembe (Nigeria) and English. In Intercultural Communication Studies,
23(2), 124-140.

o Wray, A., (2002). Formulaic language and the lexicon. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

e Zahedi, K., & Zahab Nazvari, S. (2011). Body words of head in Persian
proverbs: A cultural data-based cognitive analysis. Tazeha ye Olum e Shenakhti.
4, 1-18. [In Persian]

e Zandi, B., & Tousi Nasr Abadi, M. R.. (2017). A survey of Meshkin Shahr’s

Students Titling From the Sociolinguistics Perspective .[In Persian]

Yo


https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
http://dx.doi.org/https://doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.2.10 
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.2.3.1
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-26138-fa.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

