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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the Ezafe construction in Kurdish (Sorani dialect)
based on cognitive grammar. The nature of the methodology of this qualitative research
is descriptive-analytic, and the data have been collected via the interview with Kurdish
speakers. The authenticity and originality of the collected data have been approved by
Kurdish speakers of this linguistic variety. Ezafe marker is considered as the invoker of
an intrinsic relationship between two entities having a kind of conceptual proximity. In a
way, one entity is considered as a reference-point based on which the location of the
other entity is cognitively determined. In this construction, the landmark plays the role of
a reference-point to provide a mental path to the trajector as the target. The findings
showed that Ezafe in this dialect is the result of the grammaticalization of a relative
pronoun HY A by which the intrinsic-conceptual relation between elements is profiled in
a complex sentence. It should be noted that Ezafe marker has developed from the relative
pronoun HYA in Old Persian. Accordingly, this relative pronoun, as an Ezafe marker,
has been gradually transformed into an element profiling an asymmetric relationship
between congruent entities within a single phrase (N Ez N; N Ez adj; N Ez preposition;
N Ez nominalized verb) or in a clause (predicative Ezafe and topicalizing Ezafe). Also,
the results showed that Ezafe marker indicates this asymmetric relation at different
linguistic levels.
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1. Introduction

The Cognitive Linguistics approach is considered as a new approach in
linguistics (Langacker 1987; Lakoff and Johnson 1980) which tries to
explain linguistic phenomena according to cognitive processes without
drawing a strict boundary and limitation between linguistic and non-
linguistics capabilities. Rejecting the modularity of grammar, it ties to
explain syntactic constructions according to the same cognitive processes
that are used in non-linguistic phenomena. In harmony with this approach,
we try to explain Ezafe construction in Kurdish from a cognitive perspective.
In other words, we try to explain the fundamental cognitive processes
underlying this frequent and important construction.

The traditional grammarians (Qharib, et al. 1971: 39-45; Moiin 1984;
Anvari and Ahmadi-Givi,2011: 134- 138) have described Ezafe as a pure
relationship between two entities that may convey a wide variety of
meanings. They (ibid) have proposed many functions and senses for Ezafe in
Iranian languages. Its numerous functions have been described as Eazfe for
possession (ezafeye melki: ketabe ?ali: Ali’s book), Ezafe for expressing the
material of a nominal head (ezafeye bayani: halgeye tala: ring of gold), Ezafe
for specifying a noun (ezafeye taxsisi: mize motale?e: table for studying),
Ezafe for elaborating on the noun (ezafeye tozihi: Sahre tehran: city of
Tehran) and kinship Ezafe (ezafeye bonovvat: madar-e ?isa: mother of
Jesus). However, its real semantic and syntactic diversity goes beyond this
number. Ezafe linker covers not only a variety of semantic relationships, but
also it is used in different grammatical constructions including nominal
phrase (nominal collocation: noun Ez noun and nominal periphrasis: noun
Ez nominalized verb), prepositional phrase (preposition Ez noun),
predicative Ezafe (determiner noun EZ noun copular verb), topicalized
structure (topic Ez proposition) and Ezafe for modification by an adjective
(noun Ez adjective). This semantic and syntactic diversity leads the formal
linguists to consider it as a vacuous element emerging just because of formal
computations and structural restrictions (Samiian 1994; Ghomeshi 1997;
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Samvelian 2005; Karimi 2007; Kahnemuyipour 2014).

The Ezafe construction has been traced back to the (h)ya as a relative
pronoun in Old Persian (Moiin 1984: 8-9; 18; Abolghasemi 2006: 38). The
cognitive function of this relative pronoun was for identifying the trajector
with another participant in the relative clause. The following example
(inscription of Darius at the Nagsh-i-Rostam (DNa)) illustrates the function
of hay in Old Persian:

baga vazraka Auramazda hya imam biimim ada,
the god great Ahuramazda who this  earth created
hya avam asmanam ada,
who this  sky created
hya martiyam ada, hya Siyatim ada martiyahya, hya Darayavaum
who mankind created, who happiness created for mankind, who Darius
x$ayafiyam akunaus.
king made.

Great god is Ahuramazda, who created the earth, who created the sky, who
created the man, who created happiness for man, who made Darius king.

It may be argued that the main and primary function of Aya is to make a
linguistic coordination between two entities that are conceptually parallel
and co-equal. However, this relative pronoun undergoes a drastic change in
modern Kurdish. It can illustrate any possible relationship between two
participants within a single noun phrase. In other words, the Ezafe (as the
successor of the hya) is used for demonstrating a relation between two
entities that are linked together in a way. Thus, we can say that Ezafe has
undergone a kind of subjectification (see Langacker 2009, p.85) through
which the relative pronoun (that was to illustrate identification and
correspondence between the trajector and a participant in the relative clause)
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has metamorphosed into a morpheme evoking a schematic model of
essential relationship between two participants within a nominal phrase.
Through this subjectification, the identification of the sentential trajector
with the participant of the relative clause has been turned into any kind of
relationship held between two participants in a phrase. Let’s consider the
following examples in this case:

1.deest-i heman (part-whole)

hand-Ez Hemn

Hemn’s hand

2.xwardon-i sef (part (patient)-whole (event))
eating-Ez apple

eating of apple

3.Halatn-i Ali (part (agent)-whole (event))

running-Ez ~ Ali

Ali’s running

4.geerdeenbaend-i teela (material)
necklace-Ez  gold

necklace of gold

5.8ar-1 bokan (identification)

city-Ez Bokan

city of Bokan

6.raqib-i ?zeli (association)

competitor-Ez ?zeli

Ali’s competitor
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7.ktew-i haeszen (ownership)

book-Ez haesaen

Hasan’s book

8.bawk-i heman (kinship)

father-Ez Hemen

Hemen’s father

9.hemen-i mokryani (nominal collocation)
hemen-EZ mokrjani

Hemen Mokryani

The question crossing the author’s mind is that what kind of relationship
is evoked by the Ezafe linker that is capable of covering all of these various
meninges such as possession, part-whole, participant-event, object-material,
nominal collocation, and pure association. It may be discussed that Ezafe evokes
a schematic intrinsic relationship that can convey different kinds of semantic
association. However, it should be noted that this schematic interconnection is
not semantically vacuous. In other words, the linear order of the words in the
Ezafe construction cannot be modified, it is because some semantic restrictions
dominate this conceptual relationship.

2. Literature Review

In this section, we will take a look at previous linguistic studies that have
explained Ezafe construction from differet perspective. It is worth mentioning
that before this research, some researches have been done in the field of Ezafe
construction that have considered this marker as a formal marker and it is
explained as the outcome of pure syntactic computations. Some of these
researches have been done by Samiian, 1994; Ghomeshi, 1997; samvelian,
2005; Karimi, 2007; kahnemuyipour, 2014. Most previous researches in this
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area have ignored the polysemic aspect of this construction. Therefore, as far
as the authors are aware, no research has been done on the subject of Ezafe
construction in Kurdish from a cognitive perspective. Some of the researches
done in this regard are those which have been written by Qarib, et al. (1972),
Moiin (1985), Abolghasemi (2007), Anvari and Anvari (2011), Razavian, et
al. (2016), Amouzadeh and Asmoudeh (2017), Nassajian, et al. (2019).

3. Methodology

The nature of the methodology of this qualitative research is descriptive-
analytical, and the data have been collected via the interview with Kurdish
speakers. The authenticity of the collected data has been approved by Kurdish
speakers of this language variety.

4. Results

This paper indicated that Ezafe may express different semantic relationship in
the level of noun phrase. For example, it can express relations such as
ownership, part-whole, identification, and association. However, these
different semantic connections are the elaborations of an abstract schematic
relation which is evoked by Ezafe. In other words, Ezafe primarily evokes a
schematic relation between two elements in which the first one acts as the
reference point and the second one functions as the target. The former is used
by the conceptualizer to have a cognitive access to the latter.

It was argued that Ezafe is the result of the grammaticalization of a relative
pronoun by which the pivot and a participant in the relative clause are matched
with one another. The pivot and the relevant participant are characterized by a
conceptual contiguity. Accordingly, Ezafe has been gradually turned into an
element evoking an asymmetric relationship between contiguous entities
within a single phrase (N Ez N; N Ez adje; N Ez preposition; N Ez
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nominalized verb). However, we showed that this schematic relation is not
bound to nominal phrases, but it can play a significant semantic role in the
sentential level. As a result, two different constructions such as predicative
Ezafe and topicalizing Ezafe were introduced in the paper. In these
constructions, the Ezafe mediates between an element and the rest of the
sentence. In other words, one of the sentential elements acts as a reference
point for the whole sentence. As a result, the conceptualizer gains a mental
access to the sentence only via the linguistic element (such as topic) which
plays the role of reference point. The common attribute among these various
grammatical constructions refers to the intrinsic relationship held between the
entities.
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Figure 9: A conceptual relation between Landmark and Trajector elements in (30)
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Figure 17: A conceptual relation between Landmark and Trajector elements in (44)
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Figure 18: A conceptual relation between Landmark and Trajector elements in (45)
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Figure 20: A conceptual blending of Landmark and Trajector elements in (48)

slsllla b sumie g0 Gu ghdal) dea Jad 4 o€ Wl Vo sl b bl o
alie g8 G (SN gladaly 0 Al seaie (e casl 80 S 1585 Ll 5 IS Al
SIS ola oles aleal U s oo dady suaie wdlaoa S8, 3500 Ll 5 dad) LIS
sl oale (bl suaie sKla 50 03hen sualie (Grigeas LS e JUil 1 a3Y Jad o)
Usa IS jmie b gogghe bl 50 (oaugonr BLa) 51 jumie Lol wS o 5 ) dloa
e amlgi o s s oLt ualy e 4 LT (s 59 58 4Shn o sust aleal dyal
I pleal ol Yo sasead asdigo Babaio dlaa Jad gLl sumic b 55 (o350 Bl L
59 0l aleal ol s s S 5Ll a5t € 6800 Ll o sols plis dgpn
el s)sa 99 58 bl 5 1L jolie coggde cul 8 (Jad 5 4Ll juaie Bya) o35
s 0, (ganls o gk € Jab 53 umie 5 L) (1)K e ¢ slews
sl ddaa glaine ols lis 4 bogs ye dls) jeaie JAlE slas SHE 1 S (S

8 LT (Sadliiie cad alea o 4 aas e L | g maie (T Ll juaie @l s,


http://dx.doi.org/10.52547/LRR.12.6.7
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.6.12.8
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-39865-en.html

[ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2025-07-20 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.6.12.8 ]

[ DOI: 10.52547/LRR.12.6.7 ]

? g5 3 LS sl JKas 5 o s Olamy K
20N

Yy

NOOL

olas 1, Mel8 Bd 5 Mtee el G (LML (slbaly L) seale (hleds ol
..\A.\u.n
49. 22w peyaw-ay dwene maSen-i kafi.
o asealal Ssoes Ol a/ BT WA
oA Gadle 55508 S (5950 o
50. 22ew  kof-an-zey Heesen  dae?weet-yani kard-bu.
Ol s pea— bl Crus o ges— g/ GAY S8 88 S
D80S ol seu Cprun oS e o]
29 58 d i (e .l s Iiae L) juale Gijb 5164 Jla Ha aaa S
Uieds Ioiee yuaie AL ) gls 5o ool sud (g5laliiie uaie Glaa Gk 5l aas JUe
Sdge (Sas dlan Jile 4 (S83 eyt o i g € 0 g oo 438 S k50 pla ) 2l
pla) 28 Juo Ul (sl aliny 0 5igs 63Ls) jumic « lasT 31 (Langaker, 2008, p.513)
seaie Shegoonlil ol sk Gl aildl juaie b alaa &3 5 lais gy al (il by ol
EPVT FEQNE RV SVR VA Y QPURT. PR SUNY RV 15 PUN-IN

R [topic ?eew kofan)] —— T [proposition Heeseen dae?waet-yani
kord-bu)

S LT 4SS Vil ol 5 o ils) yaie oglite slan S K 5 Sls L aa s L
Aa Gand sl B G, ELL o 31 Al 5,00 3k

Llade .cals,y aaalsa [ciataslsl ‘).AA:\.C‘FH‘] calo Hu Bla) p s 4 @alal Hu
“0 e S o o aS aas e ol | el s «S oS JVail (i ol e (AL
.(Langaker, 2008, p.116) s & oo basi o ™ S35 51 pmld 335 4 1, juaic U3
DG ol Baa ) U8 s ] Lo 4S5 g o suliind Sl 3 a8 s st (sl
Z:)P L» aS J}ﬁnga 4:\9; _)]&:UJ |‘)A§ YP-urS ‘;L‘:).m‘l.‘ f;.a.u‘ dacale Mﬁm‘ BERCE B
caiiean Gillae Cpl wsde ) slad sl ol LS, 5o la S50

51. sure  gol
o K
g K


http://dx.doi.org/10.52547/LRR.12.6.7
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.6.12.8
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-39865-en.html

[ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2025-07-20 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.6.12.8 ]

[ DOI: 10.52547/LRR.12.6.7 ]

’?’-m».L@/,M‘m&g,)n,u‘vr;,ﬂ S sl

e\ S5O
52. Seengee kot
Lo FAs
Loy i
ool sl (B3 0 aas ge HLis |y Al ol «S (g4 gl
TR/ ol &iiua

LAUS/}A_.J lss LM

O

Figure 21: A relation of nominal head and attribute space
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Figure 22: A relation between nominal head and attribute as Landmark and Trajector
elements
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Figure 9: A conceptual relation between Landmark and Trajector elements in (30)
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Figure 17: A conceptual relation between Landmark and Trajector elements in (44)
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Figure 20: A conceptual blending of Landmark and Trajector elements in (48)
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Figure 21: A relation of nominal head and attribute space
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Figure 22: A relation between nominal head and attribute as Landmark and Trajector
elements
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