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Abstract:

The causation has a special and important role in the philosophy, especially traditional
philosophy. Main question in this study is whether the description of causal relations in
Islamic philosophy can be justified and explained in the framework of the theory of
conceptual metaphor. The study is focused on theology section of Al-Shifa (Healing)
written by Ibn Sina. The book of Al-Shifa (Healing) is one of the most important works of
Ibn Sina. The theology section of this book should be considered as the most important
philosophical work of Ibn Sina. To answer the question, conceptual metaphors of causation
in this book are identified. Ibn Sina uses many different words to describe the causal
relations. By extracting and categorization of those words, several conceptual metaphors
about causation are found. In this study, the role and importance of every one of these
conceptual metaphors is determined by statistical method. The statistical data is extracted
by counting words related to source domain of conceptual metaphors.

Conceptual metaphors related to causation in the book can be divided into two major
categories: metaphors based on the primary metaphor of “Cause Is Physical Force" and
metaphors based on natural causation. By extracting the abundance of each of the two
categories, it becomes clear that the metaphors based on natural causation have a greater
frequency than another in the theology of Al-Shifa( Healing)
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1. Introduction

In the theory of conceptual metaphors, George Lakoff and Mark Johnson
claim that understanding of abstract concepts is made possible by
understanding of less abstract concepts. Causation is one of important
abstract concepts in traditional philosophy. Ibn Sina is one of the greatest
Muslim philosophers and Al-Shifa is his most important philosophical book.
The Al-Shifa includes the sections of logic, physics and theology. This
research focuses on the theology section of this book.

This study is about following basic questions by focusing theology
section of Ibn sina’ Al-Shifa :

A) Can Ibn Sina's understanding and description of the causal
relationship be explained in the framework of the theory of conceptual
metaphors?

The hypothesis of this study is that Ibn Sina's understanding of causation
can be explained by the theory of conceptual metaphors. Assuming that this
hypothesis is true, other questions are raised in this study:

B) What are the important conceptual metaphors related to causation in
the theology of Al-Shifa?

C) What is the importance and position of each of the above-mentioned
conceptual metaphors in the theology of Al-Shifa?

The position and importance of each conceptual metaphor is determined
by calculating the statistical frequency of each of these metaphors.

2. Literature review

For Aristotle, philosophy are the knowledge of the causes and principles of
things (Aristotle: 981b-983a). He also believes that it is not possible to know
objects without knowing their causes (Aristotle: 993b23, 983a24, 194b18).
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Ibn Sina, following the ideas of the first teacher, introduces philosophy as
recognizing the principles and first causes of beings (Ibn Sina, 1376: 12).

Lakoff and Johnson introduce causation as one of the most important
concepts to understand and describe the events in the human thought and
language. They believe that the causation has been conceptualized by an
initial skeletal literal structure, the central prototype, and finally the
metaphorical extensions of this prototype (Lakoff & Johnson, 1980:71;
1999: 177-178).

They introduce several conceptual metaphors to describe causation
focusing on everyday English language such as “Causation Is Forced
Movements”, “Causation Is Transfer Of Possessions” , “Causation Is A
Forced Change Of Shape” , “Causation Is Upward Motion” and “Causation
Is Motion out” (Lakoff, 1993: 220-229; Lakoff & Johnson, 1980: 69-76).
They believe that the same conceptual metaphors of causation are also used
in philosophical texts. Every philosophical theory of causation is based on
one or more the conceptual metaphors. Every philosopher believes that only
his view of causation is correct, but according to Lakoff and Johnson, none
of these theories alone can represent all aspects of this concept (Lakoff,
1999: 226).

3. Methodology

In conceptual metaphors, a conceptual domain - the target domain - is
conceptualized by another conceptual domain - the source domain.

Conceptual metaphors in a text can be identified and introduced by
relying on words related to source domain, or target domain, or combination
of the two ( Stefanowitsch, 2006: 2-3). Target domain of all conceptual
metaphors related to causation are words that literally mean causation.
Although the Al-Shifa is full of descriptions of causal relationships, there are
not many cases of using words that have a literal causal meaning. Therefore,
in this study, the conceptual metaphors of causation in the Al-Shifa are


http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/LRR.12.1.12
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.1.13.9
https://lrr.modares.ac.ir/article-14-42307-fa.html

[ Downloaded from Irr.modares.ac.ir on 2025-07-19 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.23223081.1400.12.1.13.9]

[ DOI: 10.29252/L RR.12.1.12 ]

368

Language Related Research 12(1), (April & May, 2021) 365-397

extracted and introduced by words related to target domain of these
metaphors. Every conceptual metaphor in the Al-Shifa is represented through
the derivations of one or more lexical roots. This book is written in Arabic
language.

By qualitative study of the theology section of the Al-Shifa, the most
important conceptual metaphors related to causation in this book and the
lexical roots related to each of these metaphors were extracted. Then, by
counting the frequency of using derivatives of roots related to each of the
conceptual metaphors in this book, the frequency of each of the conceptual
metaphors in this book was calculated.

4. Conclusion

Some of the conceptual metaphors related to causation in Al-Shifa are similar
to the conceptual metaphors introduced by Lakoff and Johnson, but the other
part of these metaphors is new and original.

Conceptual metaphors in this book can be divided into two categories:
(A) metaphors based on the primary metaphor "Cause Is Physical Force" and
(B) metaphors based on natural causation. Category A includes metaphors
that conceptualize causation as a kind of forced movement, while category B
conceptualizes causation as an action or state that arises from the essence of
an object and occurs automatically.

Category A includes “Causation Is Transfer Of Possessions”, “Causation
Is Making” and “Causation Is Making An Impression” metaphors.

Category B includes “Causation Is Motion out”, “Causation Is Being
Basis” and “Cause Is Source” metaphors.

“Causation Is Transfer Of Possessions” metaphor (108) is represented by
the derivations of «‘-t-w» (12), «w-h-b» (2) and « f-y-d » (94) roots.
“Causation Is Making” metaphor (39) emerges through derivations of «j-*-1»
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(30) and «s-n-‘» (9) roots. “Causation Is Making An Impression” metaphor
(59) related to the derivations of «*- th-r»(59) root.

“Causation Is Motion out” metaphor (122) is represented by the
derivations of «s-d-r» (67), «n-sh-"» (2), «f-y-d» (53) roots. “Causation Is
Being Basis” metaphor (250) involves the derivations of «g-w-m» (250)
root. “Cause Is Source” metaphor (317) is represented by the derivations of
«b-d-’» (317) root.

The numbers in parentheses indicate the frequency of metaphoric usage
of each lexical root or conceptual metaphors in theology section of Al-Shifa
written by Ibn Sina.

Category B (689) has more frequency than Category A (206). This shows
that Ibn Sina's philosophy is based on an essentialist view. In such a view,
the events of the universe are the result of the inherent characteristics of
beings, not the application of an external force on objects.
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