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Abstract:

Preparing and compiling a comprehensive educational curriculum is closely related to
the writing of textbooks. Following educational goals, the periodization of Persian
literary history can provide a theoretical framework for Persian language training
programs for non-natives. In this paper, we argue over a particular approach to this
periodization. The periodization is based on the reverse historical order, literary genre,
literary form, and figures. These criteria are moving in reverse historical arrangements
from the contemporary period to the past and narrating the variety of literary forms and
genres around prominent poets and writers of each period. To evaluate the function and
the validity of this approach, the produced content (the book: The Living Tree) was
taught to two groups of non-native students of the Persian language (intermediate and
upper-intermediate levels) and the results of a survey on their learning were analyzed.
The analysis showed that both levels are satisfied with the resulting educational content.
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Preparing and compiling a comprehensive educational curriculum is closely
related to the writing of textbooks. In the educational curriculum of the field
of teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers, teaching literature has a
fundamental importance. Many students start learning Persian because of
their interest in Persian literature. On the other hand, the literary variety of
the Persian language is considered the most prestigious variety of the Persian
language, and the Persian standard language has also been greatly influenced
by the literary variety.

Teaching Persian literature to non-Persian speakers requires paying
attention to the history of Persian literature and presenting educational
content in an appropriate kind of historical order. On the other hand, the
periodization of Persian literary history, following educational goals, can
provide a theoretical framework for Persian language learning programs for
non-natives. In this paper, we argue over a particular approach to this
periodization; in such a way as to satisfy the language learners and facilitate
the learning of educational content. In any given scheme, the level of
language skills of the learners should be taken into account and a perspective
should be drawn for them to get acquainted with the history, development,
and evolution of Persian literature. Every new scheme needs a detailed and
comprehensive evaluation to measure its effectiveness in terms of goals and
educational content.

The purpose is to provide a new plan for teaching Persian literature to
non-Persian speakers, taking into consideration the level of Persian language
knowledge of learners and Persian literature courses, and the validity and
reliability of this plan were tested by applying it in a group of non-Persian
speakers. Before adding the proposed plan and concept to the educational
curriculum, it is necessary to evaluate its effectiveness in teaching Persian
literature to determine its sufficiency in teaching educational content and to
evaluate the level of satisfaction of language learners with such a concept.
The latter is important because Persian literature is the main reason and
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motivation for learning Persian language.

In this article, we have designed and proposed a special type of
periodization that has the following criteria and features, taking into account
the mentioned cases among the different approaches and methods of
periodization of the history of literature.

1. This periodization is based on reverse historical order; That is, contrary
to the conventional histories of literature, the educational content starts from
the contemporary period and proceeds in the reverse order to earlier periods.
The reason for adopting this historical order is the simplicity of the
contemporary literary language and its proximity to the standard Persian
language. The literary language of previous literary periods becomes more
difficult for language learners as we move further away from the
contemporary period.

2. Literary genres: In this periodization, literary genres are distinguished
from each other and each literary genre has its periods that can be different
from other literary genres.

3. Literary form: In addition to literary genres, Persian literature includes
various literary forms, each of which has its language. Therefore, it was
necessary to consider this variable in the aforementioned periodization.

4. Prominent literary figures: Each period of Persian literature, its literary
genres, and literary forms are associated with the great poets and writers.
Dealing with these prominent men of letters can suggest outstanding
examples of Persian literature in each period, genre and literary form to be
included in the educational content, and introduce learners to the great poets
and writers of Persian literature.

To evaluate the effectiveness and the validity of this approach, the
produced content (the book: The Living Tree) was taught to two groups of
non-native students of the Persian language (intermediate and upper-
intermediate levels). First, the progress of language learners was evaluated
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based on the scores obtained, and then the learners were surveyed about the
effectiveness of the proposed scheme and their level of satisfaction, and at
the end, we analyzed the results of both sections. The analysis shows:

1. Language learners who learn Persian literature with this method and
periodization have more progress in learning Persian literature than other
language learners.

2. At both intermediate and upper intermediate levels, the overwhelming
majority of language learners are highly and very highly satisfied with the
teaching of this content.
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Questions Asked from Persian Learners Who Participated in This Study
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t,(56) = 11.871 (p< 0.001) (M = 4.39, SD = 0.881)
t,(56) = 7.446 (p< 0.001) (M = 4.14, SD = 1.156)
ts(56) = 9.133 (p< 0.001) (M = 4.26, SD = 1.044)
t,(56) = 12.272 (p< 0.001) (M = 4.51, SD = 0.928)
ts(56) = 9.617 (p< 0.001) (M = 4.35, SD = 1.061)
ts(56) = 14.123 (p< 0.001) (M = 4.58, SD = 0.844)
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Descriptive Statistics of Independent T-Test
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curriculum

method

Grammar-translation

Direct method

Audio-lingual method

Oral method

Situational method

Silent way

. Natural approach

10. Total physical response (TPR)

11. Content-based teaching (CBT)

12. Task-based language teaching (TBLT)
13. Competency-based language teaching (CBLT)
14. Community language learning (CLL)
15. Whole language

16. Multiple intelligence

17.Post method

18. authenticity

19. intensive

20. extensive

21. Emotional Intelligence (EQ)
22.Common European Framework of Reference
23. pre task

24, central limit theorem

25. Normal distribution

26. T-test

27.0ne-sample T-test

28. standard deviation

29. standard error of the mean
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30. confidence interval
31. Degrees of freedom
32. Independent sample T-test
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