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Abstract

The purpose of this essay is to review one of Frazad Qaemi’s papers: “Why Does
Feridon mean the "Third"? Decoding the Mystery of Feridon’s Name According to
Function Analysis of Myth: A Study in Historical Linguistics (Diachronic
Etymology)”. The paper shows the writer was not specialist in the subject matter he
discussed. Due to his unfamiliarity with the concepts, initial knowledge and the
resources of this area, made his analysis and conclusions were flawed. Nevertheless,
the way he refers to other works is too unaccustomed, they mostly show that the
writer, Qaemi, trying to refer his incorrect thoughts and analysis to reliable sources,
and with this technique, he was trying to prove the audience that his incorrect analysis
and ideas are correct. Aside from that, Qaemi, used the analysis and accomplishment
of other writers, but unfortunately, he did not refer to them in his paper, implying that
they were his own, which is clearly plagiarism. The paper contains many errors,
making it a good example for methodology courses as it shows students what they
should avoid in a journal paper.
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1. Introduction

Qaemi’s paper focus on why Fereydun’s epithet is “The Third”. He tried to
explore connections between this title with the haoma-preesing rite and the
three-brother pattern in Iranian Mythology. Qaemi also examined other
subjects and finally considered a three-part Dissociation in Iranian myth.

These are the most important topics of the paper. There are two kind of
references for supporting these analysis and ideas, 1: pre- and post-Islamic
text. 2- Other scholars’ works.

First, his reasoning and analysis for connecting Fereydun to haoma-
pressing function are incorrect because some scholars like Mayrehofer and
Boyce point to Vedic texts where Trita appears as the first soma-presser. In
Iranian texts, Abtin (Fereydun’s father) called the second haoma-presser and
Freydun’s name is not among haoma-pressing at all. Secondly, the concept of
three-brother pattern may be more like a pattern not a function and this idea,
like the previous one, does not align with how Fereydun’s myth portrayed in
the texts. Therefore, the texts that he used in his paper not only support his
analysis and conclusions but also are against them. The texts and resources he
mentioned appear irrelevant to the discussions and arguments or sometimes
been referred incorrectly. Needless to say conspicuously absent from Qaemi’s
analysis is Fereydun’s well established as a dragon slayer. This review tries to
show the mistakes occurred by Qaemi in his paper.

2. Method

Firstly, the method of this review is to track Qaemi’s references to verify
their accuracy. Secondly, it examines these sources to identify any potential
plagiarism or improper citation practices. Besides, this review aims to rectify
Qamei’s mistakes (=errors).
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3. Results

Through a close analysis of Qaemi’s paper, this review arrives at the
following conclusions:

1- The writer had no particular expertise in the topic he chose for his
paper. 2- Plagiarism; he used other scholars accomplishment without
referring to them. 3- The author used inaccurate references to persuade the
audience to agree with his misguided analysis and conclusions. 4- Using
Wikipedia in a journal paper. All of this leads the paper to unfavorable
scholastic outcomes. It is worth mentioning that this review does not contain
every mistakes in Qaemi’s paper just few instances.
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12. Altiranisches Worterbuch

13. Zum Altiranischen Wérterbuch

14. *frag- tay[a]na- > Oractaona-.

15. He is called Aptya, probably meaning «of the water (Apas).

16.In RV 1.105, Trita fallen into a well begs aid from the gods. Sayana on 1.105

comments that this relates to three rishis, Ekata, Dvita and Trita who found a well, and

Trita, drawing water, was pushed down by the other two and imprisoned, where he

composed a hymn to the gods, and managed miraculously to prepare the sacrificial

Soma; this is alluded to in RV 9.34.4 and described in Mahabharata 9.2095.
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In the Vedas there is mention once (RV 1.158.5) of a Traitana, who appears
obscurely, in a context which does not suggest any connection with the Avestan
Thragtaona.
19. rsi Dirghatamas
20. The most maternal streams, wherein the Dasas cast me securely bound, have not
devoured me. When Traitana would cleave my head asunder, the Dasa wounded his
own breast and shoulders.
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